
1.	 Series Title


2.	 “The true con artist doesn’t force us to do anything; he makes us complicit in our 
own undoing.  He doesn’t steal.  We give.  Human beings don’t like to exist in a state of 
uncertainty or ambiguity.  A confidence artist is only too happy to comply - and the 
well-crafted narrative is his absolute forte.  We offer up whatever they want - money, 
reputation, trust, fame, legitimacy, support - and we don’t realize what is happening 
until it’s too late.  Our need to…embrace things that explain our world, is as pervasive 
as it is strong.  Given the right cues, we’re willing to go along with just about anything 
and put our confidence in just about anyone.  Conspiracy theories, supernatural 
phenomena, psychics:  we have a seemingly bottomless capacity for credulity…” (The 
Confidence Game:  Why We Fall For It Every Time, Maria Konnikova) 

3. “Transition is the con artists’s great ally, because transition breeds uncertainty.  
There’s nothing a con artist likes better than exploiting the sense of unease we feel 
when it appears that the world as we know it is about to change.”   
(The Confidence Game:  Why We Fall For It Every Time, Maria Konnikova) 

4. Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, 
spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” Why, you do not even 
know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears 
for a little while and then vanishes.  Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s 
will, we will live and do this or that.”  As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. 
All such boasting is evil.  If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and 
doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.  (James 4:13-17) 

5.	 Life Is Full of Uncertainty 

Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, 
spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” Why, you do not even 
know what will happen tomorrow.

	 

6.	 Life Is Brief 

 What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes.  

	 

7.	 God Is Sovereign 

Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or 
that.”   

8. Live Humbly 



As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil.

	 	 

9.	 Live urgently


If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin 
for them.  

	 	 	 	 



