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CHRISTMAS EVE 

PRELUDE: 
The Christmas Proclamation 

This traditional chant locates Our Lord’s birth as part of human and biblical history: the Eternal becoming finite for 

our salvation. 

Personent hodie Piae Cantiones, 1582 

Based on Hymn 92 

Gaudete Piae Cantiones 
Rejoice, rejoice! Christ is born of the Virgin Mary. Rejoice! 

The time of grace has come, that which we had prayed for; let us devoutly render songs of joy. 

Nature wonders as God becomes human: The world is renewed by Christ the King. 

The closed gate of Ezekiel has been passed through;  
from where the Light has risen [i.e. the East] salvation is found. 

Therefore let our assembly sing praises now at this time of purification;  
let it bless the Lord: Hail to our King! 

Dadme albricias, hijos de Eva Villancicos de diversos autores, 1556 

Give me reward for my tidings, sons of Eve! 

Tell us, why should we reward you? 

Because the new Adam is born. 

Oh, Son of God, what news! 

Oh, Son of God, what news! 

Give me my reward and sing for joy, 

for tonight is born 

the promised Messiah, 

God and man, 

born of a woman, 

and his birth redeems us 

from sin and from its troubles. 

The new Adam is born! 
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Hymn 94 - While shepherds watched their flocks by night  
1: All 
2-4: Choir 
5-6: All 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming  German, 16th century 
setting by Burkhart M. Schürmann 

Based on Hymn 81 

O leave your sheep French carol 
setting by Kenneth Leighton 
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ENTRANCE HYMN 100  (Please stand and join in singing.) 
  Joy to the world! the Lord is come Antioch 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

OPENING ACCLAMATION BCP, P. 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

(Please join in singing.) 

SONG OF PRAISE: HYMN 96  
  Angels we have heard on high Gloria 
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The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Let us pray.  

COLLECT FOR THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD BCP, P. 212 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that 
we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; 

where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.   Amen. 

(Please be seated.) 

OLD TESTAMENT:  Isaiah 9:2-7 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 

The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God.   

RESPONSE:   
Psalm 96  (Please sing the Refrain after the Cantor and at appointed times.) BCP, P. 725 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; * 

sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

  Refrain  

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 

and his wonders among all peoples. 

4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 

he is more to be feared than all gods. 

  Refrain  

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

  Refrain  

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 

ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 

bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

  Refrain  
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10 Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is King! * 

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity.” 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

  Refrain  

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

before the LORD when he comes, * 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 

and the peoples with his truth.  

  Refrain  

EPISTLE:  Titus 2:11-14 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to Titus. 

The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God.  



7 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN 87  (Please stand and join in singing.) 
  Hark! the herald angels sing Mendelssohn 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

GOSPEL:  Luke 2:1-20 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

SERMON:  The Rev. Dr. Chuck Treadwell 
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(Please stand.) 

THE NICENE CREED BCP, P. 358 

  We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

(Please stand.)  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Celebrant 

Dear family of God,  
confident in the word made flesh and dwelling among us, let us bring to our loving God the 
petitions in our hearts this Christmas Eve, saying: Christ hear our prayer. 

For the community of believers throughout the world, for Sean Rowe, our Presiding Bishop, for all 
those in positions of leadership and authority, that they might direct us toward the service of God’s 
glory and the spread of God’s light to the end of the earth, let us pray.  

  Christ, hear our prayer. 

For the church gathered here in this Christmas celebration, that our worship of the Word made 
flesh might take on flesh in our living the gospel message, let us pray.  

  Christ, hear our prayer. 
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For the leaders of nations, that they may turn from ways of fear and warfare to the ways of your 
wisdom and grace, let us pray. 

  Christ, hear our prayer. 

For all refugees, and for the victims of war, violence, and injustice, that they might know the power 
of the newborn Savior, let us pray.  

  Christ, hear our prayer. 

For all our siblings, kin, or neighbors in need, let us pray. 

  Christ, hear our prayer. 

For all who dwell in the power of ignorance and disease, or poverty and homelessness, of division 
and hate, that the presence of Christ might work its wonders this day and this season, let us pray.  

  Christ, hear our prayer. 

For the sick and the dying among us, for all who are suffering, and for those who care for them, that 
each might behold the salvation of our God and be blessed by the Prince of Peace, let us pray.  

  Christ, hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who have died, especially ____; that they may know the hospitality of your 
kingdom, let us pray.  

  Christ, hear our prayer. 

At this time we offer our prayers, thanksgivings or intercessions. 

Silence. 
Let us pray. 

  Christ, hear our prayer. 

Celebrant 
Loving God, the joyful message of the angels fills us with gladness as we celebrate the coming of the 
Christ child to live among us in vulnerable humility. Let your divine light dwell within us, that we 
may treasure your words, ponder them in our heart, and continue the work of Christ’s incarnation in 
our day, through Jesus our Savior, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be honor and glory, now 

and forever.   Amen. 

THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

  And also with you. 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERTORY 

Offertory Anthem:  Surge, illuminare William Byrd 

Arise, shine, Jerusalem,  
for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  

Alleluia. 

Isaiah 60.1. 

Please stand as the ushers bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the Altar. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B BCP, P. 367 
The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for 
us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin 
Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to 
become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

(The People stand or kneel.) 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he 
had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

  We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with the Blessed Virgin Mary, blessed David of Wales and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever.   AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Fraction Anthem: HYMN 79  
  O little town of Bethlehem (Stanzas 3 & 5) St. Louis 

INVITATION 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION   
Please form two lines in the center aisle and proceed to the Altar, if you want to receive Communion or a blessing. 

Gluten-free wafers are available, by request. If you desire a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest. Please 

ask an usher if you need Communion brought to you. 

Communion Anthem:  A Babe is born Paul Bouman 

A Babe is born all of a may, [maiden] 
to bring salvation unto us. 

To him we sing both night and day: 
Veni, Creator Spiritus. 

[Come, Creator Spirit] 

At Bethlehem, that blessed place, 
the child of bliss now born he was; 
and him to serve God give us grace, 

O Lux beata Trinitas. 
[O Light, blessed Trinity] 
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There came three kings out of the East 
to worship the King that is so free, [noble, gracious] 

with gold and myrrh and frankincense, 
A solis ortus cardine. 

[From the direction of the rising sun] 

The shepherds heard an angel’s cry, 
a merry song that night sung he. 
Oh, why are ye so sore aghast? 

Iam lucis orto sidere. 
[The star of light now being risen] 

The angels came down with one cry, 
a fair song that night sung they 
in the worship of that Child: 

Gloria tibi, Domine! 
[Glory be to thee, O Lord] 

English, 15th century 

The Latin phrases ending stanzas 1-4 are the first lines of several hymns. 

Communion Hymns  (Please join in singing, while remaining seated.) 

  Hymn 102:  Once in royal David’s city (Stanzas 1-2, 5-6) Irby 
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  Hymn 89:  It came upon the midnight clear Carol 
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(Please stand.) 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER BCP, P. 365 
Let us pray. 

  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

People will receive candles from servers as they return from communion, and the lights will be lowered, as the 

congregation sings Silent Night by candlelight. Immediately following the hymn, the candles can be extinguished. 

POSTCOMMUNION HYMN 111  (Please join in singing.) 

  Silent night, holy night Stille Nacht 
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BLESSING 

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his 
joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you, and remain with you always.   Amen. 

DISMISSAL HYMN 101  (Please join in singing.) 

  Away in a manger, no crib for his bed Cradle Song 

DISMISSAL 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE:  Prelude on ‘From heaven above to earth I come’ Richard Proulx 

Based on Hymn 80 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Hampton’ Music: McNeil Robinson. © 1985 Theodore Presser Co. 
‘Gloria’ Music: French carol, arr. Edward Shippen Barnes. © 1979 Hope Publishing Company. 

‘Holy, holy, holy’ Music by Richard Proulx. © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc.. 
Reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-736817. 
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