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INTRODUCTION 

Good morning, E-free. I think it’s very beautiful when we can gather together, and I pray that you 

increasingly see the benefit and beauty of gathering together as a church body that you can call your 

family.  

STORY ILLUSTRATION 

I don’t often consider Valentine’s Day because, quite frankly, I have never cared for the holiday but 

imagine a new couple with me. They met in the spring and were dating by the fall, and things became 

pretty serious, and valentine’s day was coming up! The girl thinks he might propose soon but wants to 

get him something nice to celebrate valentine’s day. She’s asking his friends what he likes and what a 

good gift would be and is looking at some nice gifts like watches or a nice new jacket because she wants 

to get him something that will last, which means a lot to him. She finally settles on a gift and gets it 

ordered and wrapped it up, and then comes Valentine’s Day. There hasn’t been any conversation about 

what they will do together, but she thinks it will be a pleasant surprise, and she’s getting excited. The 

day comes, and they are texting back and forth, and she’s sort of leading him into telling her the plan. 

She says: “What are your plans for the night when you get off work?” He says: “I was thinking I’d watch 

some sports analysis ahead of the Super Bowl because my friends and I are making bets.” She says: 

“Anything other than sports that you’re considering doing?” He says: “No, not really, I guess.” Now she 

gets a little upset, so she decides she will surprise him. She goes over to his once she knows he’s home 

and has the gift wrapped up and is excited to surprise him, and he opens the door and looks super 

confused. She considers his confused gaze and says, “You know what day it is, right?” “He says, “yeah, 

it’s Tuesday,” She says, “No, it’s valentine’s day are you serious??” 

ILLUSTRATION CONNECTION/TRANSITION 

Now I made this story up, but it’s a shared experience. If we want to respond appropriately to things, we 

must remember what they are and what is expected of us! 

As we approach our text, we must remember what we have studied over the last couple of weeks. If you 

haven’t been with us or completely forgotten, what we studied was Jesus’ crucifixion and His death, and 

we went in-depth and looked at the significance of His crucifixion and the impact of Jesus’ death.  

What we will see today is a response to Jesus’ death and the crucifixion of Christ. We will see the way 

we are called to respond to His death. There is something that is demanded from us as we apply His 

death to our lives. As we remember Christ’s death, I will ask you today, how will you respond?  

So, before we get into verse 57, I would like us to jump back to verse 51 and remind ourselves of the 

response that was given in response to Jesus’ death. There were two responses as a reaction to Jesus’ 

death. One from creation and the other from a man. Read verse 51, and Verse 54 You can see that this 

is a picture of God’s wrath being poured out on Jesus and that Jesus’ death is causing this reaction from 

creation. It indicates that there is something more significant about Christ’s death than anyone else. The 

two thieves died without any given reaction. Christ dies, and creation itself cries out in response.  
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First Point: We Respond to Christ’s Death in Worship 

I know that for some of you, worship has become a churchy thing. Yet I’m pretty sure when we look 

honestly at our lives, we notice that we worship things all the time. In its fundamental definition, 

worship means to show reverence and adoration.  If I look at myself honestly, if I’m not careful, I could 

start worshipping myself for my gifts, as if they weren’t given to me by God. What are you worshipping? 

When we consider God and what the Bible says about Him, we learn that there is no other that deserves 

total worship. How do we worship? 

Elevate God’s Sovereignty and Detract your Control. (a.k.a. Let GO and Let GOD) 

 Some of you may say it’s easier said than done. I would respond by saying your burdens are 

easier dropped than carried. Your burdens are heavy when you are trying to carry something by 

yourself. When we show reverence for God with our lives, we will realize that we can do nothing apart 

from God and that in His hands, all things are sustained. What does it say about your relationship with 

God when you try to control every aspect of your life? How low has God been placed in our lives if we 

trust ourselves to control and manage everything? As we respond to Christ’s death, it’s more than 

surrendering lousy behavior, it’s about dying to ourselves. To do this, I have found that being honest 

with God and fearing Him put me in the best position. I will say in prayer, “God, I want control over this, 

but I realize I will not produce something holy; I ask that you’d take this from me and give me strength 

to obey you because it is your will I desire and your power that I need. Overcome my weakness with 

your strength.” 

Let your Heart Cry in Awe and Fear 

 We see the position of David’s heart as he writes countless words of praise and honor to God. 

There is a spiritual song that our hearts should sing that may not mean that we sing, but it might mean 

that our hearts cry to the Lord in overwhelming praise. If we are to cry out in awe to Him, we must first 

recognize who He is, like the centurion. Some of you feel like God’s not doing anything in your life. You 

feel like He’s not there because if He were, why would these trials take place in your place? There are 

times that the only thing I can say in confidence is that Jesus died for me and God is All-Powerful and 

Faithful. Next time you doubt, or you are in fear, or you are worried or overwhelmed, consider the 

person of God, and fall in His arms.   

TRANSITION TO THE MAIN TEXT 

Approaching verse 57, let’s keep these things in mind, these events and responses that have occurred 

and come because of the events. Read verse 57 -  

Let’s pause and take a slow approach. “When it was evening,” … it was about 6 pm we had the ninth 

hour when Jesus lifted His spirit around 3, and it has been 3 hours. Creation continues to follow the 

same pattern as it always has.  
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When we consider that the sun continued to set as usual during and after Jesus’ death, we should 

remember that God’s sovereignty is revealed even in the lowest moments of life, God still shows his 

beauty, love, and grace. I remember a moment distinctly, and it changed my perspective on death. I was 

at my aunt’s funeral. We had driven up to Chicago to connect with family and attend the service, and it 

was heavy. My aunt was a fantastic woman. I remember being inside and having been there a while we 

needed air as we waited for the service to begin. We walked outside and sat on the porch. I’m facing the 

yard and the street in front, and I see the sun shining, the wind blowing, the birds chirping and flying, 

and I see cars driving and cars in the distance. I thought, wow, the world doesn’t care about what’s 

happening in this funeral home. Nowhere else is such grief felt as there is in the funeral home. God’s 

creation did not halt or stop even in the middle of a low dark place for many people. Everything 

happened as usual, and continued to move on and progress even when things were low. I realized then 

that God is so much bigger than our lives. He is so much bigger than our sorrow and our grief. Even in 

the middle of a dark moment, we can find hope in Him. If you are looking for hope, you may need to 

step back from your situation and gain a bigger picture of God and His Perfection. 

There is a light that shines in our text as it develops, and we study it. Jesus has yielded up his spirit, and 

here comes a rich man from Arimathea.  

Arimathea is said to be around 10-15 miles NW of Jerusalem. It is not for sure but it is most likely in 

close proximity and is most likely the place where Samuel was born (Ramah)  

His name is Joseph, and he also was a disciple of Jesus. I got confused because I had never heard of this.  

When we look at the gospel, who tell the same story. First, the only thing we know about Joseph is these 

verses in the gospels. Nowhere else is he brought up or mentioned. Mark and Luke state that Joseph 

was seeking the kingdom of God.  

Seeking the Kingdom of God…. Joseph, in his search for the kingdom, finds no one else but Jesus. It is 

valid for us as well. When we seek things about and beyond this life, there is no one else that will ever 

come across except Jesus Christ. No event, God, or person except Jesus. Any other false religion or belief 

simply denies that Jesus truly is the son of God, and he died for our sins so we can be made right with 

God. Look nowhere else for the kingdom but in Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “I came to fulfill the law and the 

prophets” – “no one comes to the Father except through me.” “I came so that you might have life more 

abundantly.” If you look anywhere else for the life that you need and the hope that you need, and the 

love that you crave, you deny the fact that Jesus is the Son of God with everything that we need, who 

has given his children hope and life.  

Second Point: We Respond to Christ’s Death Through Public Proclamation 

They say Joseph was seeking the kingdom, and here is a curveball. The other gospels say that he was a 

well-respected member of the council. It means the Sanhedrin, and we have kind of been ripping apart 

the Sanhedrin because they oppose Jesus tremendously. The Sanhedrin had been trying to kill Jesus for 

years. How can Joseph, a disciple of Jesus be a well-respected member of the council who opposed 

Jesus?  
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Joseph has kept his belief a secret. John says that he was a disciple of Jesus in secret for fear of the Jews. 

He came to believe in Jesus and never shared it with anyone. No one knew that Joseph believed in Jesus 

even when He had not consented to the actions taken against Him.  

Steps to Publicly Proclaim Faith in Christ: 

1. Stay Close – to the source that sustains and transforms. (Like the women who follow) 

If you are here today and would tell me that you love Jesus, what is your devotional life like? I have 

found in myself that a failure to devote myself to Him entirely is representative of my love for Him. The 

excuses are that I have a busy schedule or things I need to accomplish…so we love God when He 

conveniently fits our schedule. I pray that we stay so close to Jesus that everything else becomes a 

distraction, and we only do what He asks of us. The women have stayed close to Jesus the entire time, 

and Joseph, though secretly, kept His belief in Jesus until it was drawn out of Him. 

2. Step Out – take your faith into action. Service, Worship, Obedience (taking the body) 

Simply saying you love God or like Jesus doesn’t identify you as a Christian. We are subconsciously 

constantly tempted to live our faith in secret. We convince ourselves that we don’t need to make 

ourselves known as believers. We shrink back to an intimate relationship with Jesus that destroys our 

belief that public faith is necessary. Until we face the reality of Jesus’ public crucifixion, we may live in a 

private faith that is disobedient. Joseph was faced with Jesus’ death and began to serve Him. He publicly 

drew near the cross and cared for Jesus’ body. I ask you how you are involved in serving the body of 

Christ. Have you sound and sought a place to serve in our church? What are you doing financially or in 

your family that represents your service and dedication to the Lord? 

3. Reach Out – talk with those around you about Jesus. (Nicodemus) 

Think of the people in your lives who don’t know Jesus. How many are there? How many of them do you 

have valuable relationships with? Of those, how many are you praying for? How many are you inviting 

to church? Look at John 19:39. Nicodemus is drawn out with Joseph to identify with Jesus publicly. In 

response to Jesus’ Death, we all ought to make it our life story that we have found hope and life in Jesus 

and fervently pray and reach out to people who haven’t found it.  

Joseph went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus, and Pilate ordered it to be given to him. It’s 

almost invisible when you first read this, but Luke says Joseph took courage and went to Pilate. Joseph 

asks for the body of Jesus. I don’t often like to imagine too much about the moments in the Bible, but 

sometimes it’s fun. We don’t know precisely what Joseph said, but in mind, he’s shaking and timid but 

approaching Pilate with courage because he knows He needs to do something with Jesus, and John says 

that he feared the Jews.  

I think Joseph approaches Pilate in fear as he realizes what he is sacrificing in taking this step. He has 

money, a respected reputation, and a significant position of authority and has good relationships. He 

knows that as soon as he identifies with Jesus, he could lose everything. How worried do you get at that 

idea? How nervous does it make you when you imagine potentially losing things that you value? Imagine 
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him walking in fear to Pilate, and I don’t know what he says, but I can imagine he tells Pilate that he 

wants to take Jesus’ body off the cross and bury Him.  

Culturally this is ridiculous because they would typically leave the crucified bodies up on the cross. They 

have destroyed the body already, so why would they take care of it now? They leave the bodies as an 

indication of what will happen if they overstep. There are a couple of powerful things that happen here.  

Joseph, in asking for the body of Jesus, proclaims that Jesus is more worthy to be taken care of after 

being mutilated and dying than we are worthy of maintaining our achievements and reputation. It’s 

important to know that, as Christians, we have a responsibility to remember and take care of the body 

of Jesus. It is the most pivotal moment in humanity. Sin took us downhill fast, but Jesus turned it around 

in a powerful way, and in his death, we receive the right to become children of God, and it is the only 

thing we should preach and remember.  

Pilate defies the typical process of crucifixion by giving Joseph the body. By giving Joseph the body, 

Pilate proclaims that He still believes in his heart and that Jesus is innocent.  

It is those three parts that we have been studying that we must remember. Communion is essential to 

remind us of His body and sacrifice. Joseph is proclaiming that Jesus is way more significant and that 

even his lifeless and mutilated body needs to be taken care of in honor and reverence and given a 

proper burial.  

Third Point: We Respond to Christ’s Death in Surrender and Sacrifice 

“Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his new tomb which he had 

cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away.” (v.59-60) 

As he takes Jesus's body, he will feel every scar. He will have blood on his body and his hands. 

When we consider Jesus’ death, we ought to remember every scar that belonged to us. When we 

confront the crucified Christ, we will inevitably be confronted by the weight of our sin. As we care 

intimately for the crucified Christ, we will receive the cleansing of His blood. It is by his blood that we are 

forgiven and made new as a child of God. We need Christ’s blood to cover us, and this only happens 

when we become intimate with the reality of the wrath that was taken on the cross.   

A tomb cut out of a rock was only for the rich and typically used for their family and themselves, and 

there's a typical way that they were cut with sort of beds almost. And you would imagine them almost 

like a bench around the side and the back. Joseph had spent money to have this done, it was way more 

expensive than being in the ground because the excavation of rock obviously would be way more 

expensive. This tomb was so close to the place of crucifixion that this tomb would not likely have been 

reserved for Joseph and his family since his wealth would allow him to pick a better place. This tomb 

must have been explicitly dug for Jesus to be buried in.   

We see the sacrifice in Joseph giving Jesus his tomb and ‘burying’ his career and reputation. The place 

prepared for death has now been given for Jesus properly and reverently. A great stone was rolled in 
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front, falling into a cutout, so it was easier to roll in the position than to roll out. It was mostly a way to 

protect the body from wild animals, but it carries a powerful story later.   

Now, finally, in verse 61, you get this exciting addition. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting 

there or were there sitting opposite the tomb. They've been watching everything take place that they've 

been watching from a distance. They've been watching Jesus’ crucifixion and his death, and his burial 

from a distance. The positive side of this is that they never lost sight of Jesus. I pray that the same can 

always be said of you and me. We should keep our eyes fixed on him and follow him wherever he goes.  

That is true. However, there is a danger in living in stalker Christianity where you're just watching. How 

much distance are you keeping between you and Jesus? Visiting him once a week is distant, and many 

would argue that we can’t get close enough to Him. If you keep your distance long enough, you may lose 

track of Him as the forces of evil and temptations in this world pull you.  

Responding to Christ’s Death will require that we surrender our desires. We must surrender our plans 

and our reputation. What is keeping you distant from Jesus that you need to surrender? Is it fear of loss? 

Is it worry about tomorrow? Is it fear of rejection at work or with family? Can you surrender it to Jesus 

today? 

INVITE WORSHIP TEAM UP 

I believe there are two reactions we can have when we face Jesus’ death. We either ignore our role in 
nailing him to a cross, or we surrender. I have chosen the path of surrender though I think we can admit 
there are times that we seem to twist the thorns or begin to play with the hammer. If we are to be 
changed by the death of Christ, we must accept its reality and its gravity.  

Joseph was seeking the Kingdom, and He found Jesus. To respond to the death of Christ, I will challenge 
you with two things that Jesus says.  

1) Deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow Him.  
a. The death of Christ is a call for us to die to ourselves since Christ died for us. Following 

Jesus means persecution will come, and life in this world becomes harder. However, … 
2) Seek First the Kingdom…and all these things will be added to you 

a. We are promised that everything we need will be given to us as we seek the Kingdom of 
God. This is a promise made from the mouth of our Savior as he reminds us not to 
worry.  

How will you respond to Christ’s death? My prayer is that many would respond in faith to the death of 
Christ. Many more would respond in repentance, and others would respond in acts of worship and 
service. Keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, we run the race that is set before us, and we fight the good 
fight. Never forget to remember the Death of Christ, and let it cause a response of repentance, worship, 
and service.  

 


