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Prayer 

Dear God, 

That is our heart cry. We want to 

speak the name of Jesus. Yet, we 

find ourselves living in a society that 

recoils at the idea that we would 

speak Jesus in the streets. There is a 

strong push for us to only speak the 

name of Jesus here… in our 

churches, not in the public square. 

Heavenly Father, give us the courage 

to resist such attempts. Help us to 

boldly speak the name of Jesus of 

openly and give us the strength to 

bear the real consequences 

attached to living out our faith 

publicly.  

• Greeting 
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This last song that we sang 

powerfully introduces our topic. 

Throughout Matthew’s gospel we 

have seen how the Jewish leaders 

did everything they could to 

discredit and silence Jesus. Today 

we will see that killing Jesus was not 

enough for them. They needed to 

kill the movement he began. Having 

extinguished the King, they were 



going after His Kingdom in their 

pursuit of total victory. 

Turn with me in your Bibles to 

Matthew 27:62-66: 

62 The next day, that is, after the 

day of Preparation, the chief priests 

and the Pharisees gathered before 

Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we 

remember how that impostor said, 

while he was still alive, ‘After three 

days I will rise.’ 64 Therefore order 

the tomb to be made secure until 

the third day, lest his disciples go 

and steal him away and tell the 

people, ‘He has risen from the 

dead,’ and the last fraud will be 

worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said 

to them, “You have a guard of 

soldiers. Go, make it as secure as 

you can.” 66 So they went and made 

the tomb secure by sealing the 

stone and setting a guard. 
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Today we will explore three facets of 

this text.  

First, we will look at the request of 

some of the Sanhedrin members to 

Pontius Pilate. We will consider 

what the request was and when it 



was made. The answer isn’t as 

simple as it seems. 

Second, we will consider Pilate’s 

response which has two very 

different possibilities but one simple 

point. 

Third, we will explore three 

obstacles that were erected to keep 

Jesus in the tomb. We’ll explore the 

obstacles this week and watch them 

all fall next week as we celebrate 

Easter in February! 
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My first point today is entitled  

The Sanhedrin’s Request  

• The first piece of the puzzle to 

be solved in these verses is 

Who approaches Pilate with 

this request? 

Our text tells us that it is the chief 

priests and the Pharisees. However, 

an official delegation of the 

Sanhedrin typically included the 

“elders” as well. It is likely that this 

is a smaller representative group. All 

were likely members of the 

Sanhedrin, and it is hard to imagine 



that they are acting without the 

Sanhedrin’s knowledge. 

• The second key to this text is 

determining, “What is the 

request?” 

The request is simple. These Jewish 

leaders want Pontius Pilate to 

secure the tomb of Jesus. They are 

terrified of a “Passover Plot” in 

which someone would steal the 

body of Jesus and claim that he rose 

from the dead. In Justin Martyr’s 

apologetical piece entitled 

“Dialogue with Trypho, a Jew”, 

written around 155 AD, Justin 

defends Christianity from the idea 

of a Passover Plot. So, we find that 

this notion has some staying power, 

persisting into the second century. 

But that’s not the half of it.  

In 1965 a British Jewish author and 

liberal NT scholar, Hugh J. 

Schonfield, authored a book 

entitled “The Passover Plot”. In the 

book he asserted that Jesus planned 

his resuscitation. He faked his death, 

survived the cross and made 

arrangements to be set free. There 

are many sophisticated rebuttals to 



the Passover Plot. However, my 

favorite was in a humorous column 

in Christianity today named 

Eutychus and his Kin. This column 

debuted in 1961. It had the format 

of “Dear Abby.”  

Dear Eutychus: Our preacher said, 

on Easter, that Jesus just swooned 

on the cross and that the disciples 

nursed Him back to health. What do 

you think? Sincerely, Bewildered. 

Dear Bewildered: Beat your 

preacher with a cat-of-nine-tails 

with 39 heavy strokes, nail him to a 

cross; hang him in the sun for 6 

hours; run a spear through his 

heart; embalm him; put him in an 

airless tomb for 36 hours and see 

what happens. Sincerely, Eutychus. 

I have only one thing to add, and 

that is that Jesus spent 72 hours in 

the grave, not 36. Eutychus is good 

but every once in a while he needs a 

little help. 

• The third piece of the puzzle is 

the piece that dominated my 

week. “When did these 



Sanhedrin members approach 

Pilate?”  

In order to answer this question, I 

need to do a little review from 

previous messages. 
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Several months ago I presented 

evidence that Jesus was crucified on 

Wednesday, not Friday. The 

argument had to do with two key 

facts: 

1. The sign of Jonah, that Jesus 

would be in the belly of the 

earth as Jonah was in the belly 

of the great fish for 3 days and 

three nights requires 72 hours 

of burial. 

2. Secondly, we saw that the 

Jews count days differently 

than we do. Their days don’t 

start at midnight but run from 

sunset to sunset.  

3. Thirdly, in taking John’s 

chronology into account, we 

saw that Jesus died on the day 

of Preparation for the 

Passover, not the Passover. 

Now, here is a slide that you will be 

able to see more easily.  
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You can see that the Last Supper, 

Jesus’ arrest, trial, crucifixion and 

burial all occur in a single Jewish 

day. In AD 31, this would be 

Wednesday. We see that on 

Thursday, just hours after Jesus’ 

crucifixion, the Jews celebrated 

their Passover. The Passover is 

considered a Sabbath. The next day, 

Friday sunset through Saturday 

sunset was the regular Sabbath. It 

was the beginning of the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread and was 

regarded as a High Sabbath.  

Matthew tells us that the day the 

Jewish leaders approached Pilate 

was on the Day after the 

Preparation. That would be 

Passover.  

Passover was considered a sabbath. 

However, work on this special 

sabbath was permitted since it was 

not a Friday sabbath. The Jewish 

leaders were highly motivated to 

see the tomb secured. I believe that 

they would have taken this earliest 

possible opportunity to secure the 

tomb. They would have chosen the 

day where work was permitted. This 

Wor in  on the Sabbath?
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means that very early on, Jesus’ 

tomb is secured. 
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The second point that I would like to 

share is: 

 Pilate’s response  

Look at verse 65 again: 

65 Pilate said to them, “You have a 

guard of soldiers. Go, make it as 

secure as you can.”  

I am in the midst of reading a 

historical novel on the life of Pontius 

Pilate. It is filled with tons of 

historical facts. One thing that I 

learned was that the man who 

helped Pilate secure his 

governorship, Sejanus was a flaming 

antisemite. Pilate was influenced by 

Sejanus’ hatred of the Jews. 

However, Julius Caesar was a friend 

of the Jews and Tiberius Caesar 

began to be pulled towards a more 

moderate position concerning the 

Jews. It is for this reason that we 

find Pilate so conflicted. He is being 

pulled between Sejanus and 

Tiberius. The bottom line is that 

although Pilate hates the Jews, he is 

fearful of going too far. The Jewish 



leaders benefit from this situation. 

One of the greatest puzzles 

concerning Jesus’ burial is found in 

this verse. What kind of a guard 

guarded Jesus’ tomb? Was it a 

Roman guard or a Jewish guard? 

The confusion is caused by a 

grammatical ambiguity in the 

original text. 
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In Greek, there are many verbs 

where the indicative and the 

imperative mood have the same 

form. They are only distinguishable 

in context. For example, if the 

phrase ἔχετε κουστωδίαν is 

indicative, then Pilate says, “You 

have a guard.” In other words, 

Pilate would be dismissing part of 

their request. He is giving 

permission to secure the tomb, but 

he is not willing to deploy Roman 

soldiers to do so. This is doubtless 

the response he wants to make. 

However, if this is imperative, then 

Pilate tells them to “Take a guard.” 

This would mean that he is granting 

the full request and that the guard 

at Jesus’ tomb were Roman soldiers. 

The grammar does not answer this 



question, however, the word choice 

for the guard does. Kουστωδία, 

from which we get our word 

custodian, is not the word for the 

person who cleans a school. It is a 

Latin loanword; a word used to 

describe a guard of Roman soldiers. 

I believe that we are safe in 

concluding that Jesus’ tomb was 

guarded by Roman soldiers and that 

introduces many important 

considerations as we will see in our 

last verse. 
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My third Point is that, in order to 

secure their victory against Jesus 

and the Messianic sect of the 

Nazarenes, the Jewish leaders 

introduced: 

 Three obstacles   

Look at verse 66 again: 

66 So they went and made the tomb 

secure by sealing the stone and 

setting a guard. 

Let’s take a few minutes and 

consider these three obstacles. I 

want to give credit to Dave Guzik for 

these three subpoints. 
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1  The first obstacle is The 

Stone  

Guzik referred to the stone as a 

Material Obstacle. Last week Cole 

shared about this rich man, Joseph 

of Arimathea, who came out of the 

closet and asked for Jesus’ body. He 

mentioned this “great stone” that 

secured the tomb. This week, I 

uncovered an interesting 

archaeological fact about this stone. 

The stone on the left is a corkscrew 

stone. 98% of the stones used to 

secure a tomb around Jerusalem in 

Jesus’ day were of this variety. 

There are only 5 stones which 

match the rolling stone we are most 

familiar with … just 2% of the grave 

stones recovered. So, you’re 

probably thinking I’m about to 

suggest that Jesus’ tomb was 

secured with a corkscrew stone. NO, 

for the following reason. The five 

rolling stones were all sealing the 

graves of royalty and nobility… the 

rich and the great. Several of the 

gospels specifically mention the 

rolling of the stone. This suggests 

that although his tomb may have 

been thrown together, as Cole 

1  The Stone    Material  bstacle



suggested, nevertheless he was 

buried as the King who He was! 

And, returning to the “Passover 

Plot”, there is no quiet way to move 

such a stone, and no way on earth 

to open it from the inside. 
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2  The second obstacle is The 

Seal  

Guzik referred to the seal as an 

obstacle of Human Authority. The 

seal consisted of three parts. First, 

there was a rope which would have 

stretched across the span of the 

stone. On either side it would be 

attached with wax. In addition, wax 

would sometimes be smeared into 

the gaps between the grave opening 

and the stone to further make 

tampering evident. But there was a 

third element, a signet ring imprint 

upon the wax bearing the crest of 

the human authority responsible for 

sealing the tomb. In 1969, during 

excavations of Herodium, 

archaeologists discovered a signet 

ring bearing the Greek inscription 

“Pilato”. It is the signet ring of 

Pontius Pilate. You are looking at the 

image that likely was impressed into 



the wax upon the stone sealing 

Jesus’ tomb. 

The signet was a symbol of 

authority. Pilate’s seal represented 

more than Pontius Pilate. It 

identified his office confirmed by 

the Emperor Tiberius. Back to our 

Passover Plot. Although the seal 

could be quietly broken, the penalty 

was death. To do so was high 

treason. 

S

l

i

d

e 

1

2 
 

3  The third obstacle is The 

Guard  

Guzik referred to the guard as An 

Obstacle of Human Strength. 

The typical Roman guard for such a 

duty was four soldiers. At any given 

time, night or day, no more than 

two guards would sleep. The other 

two would remain vigilant. The 

awake guards had every reason to 

stay alert. The penalty for sleeping 

on the job was not termination but 

death. And it was not just any 

death. It was referred to as the 

“gauntlet of cudgels.” Two long lines 

of Roman soldiers would stand 

facing one another with a narrow 



gap of a several feet… far enough 

apart that they could swing their 

cudgels, or clubs, fully without 

hitting one another. The soldier who 

fell asleep on guard duty was 

sentenced to run between the two 

formations intent on clubbing them. 

No soldier survived the gauntlet of 

cudgels and no soldier failed to 

witness this gruesome spectacle. So, 

back to our Passover plot. In order 

to steal Jesus’ body, the disciples 

would have had sneak past four 

guards whose lives depended upon 

their vigilance. Then, they had to 

roll a massive stone away without 

making a sound. And this group of 

men who hid themselves when 

Jesus was crucified had to have the 

courage to commit high treason 

against Rome. Ludicrous! 

In closing, let me ask three practical 

questions concerning what 

obstacles keep you from fully 

committing to Jesus Christ? 
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1  What material objects or 

pursuits pre ent you  rom 

 ollowin   esus  ully? 

Think about the everyday things 

that can get in between you and 

God. The obvious ones are the 

pursuit of wealth or the pursuit of 

power. But how about some 

everyday obstacles? How about the 

pursuit of getting on the 

leaderboard of Minecraft, or 

reaching level 1000 in Solitaire, or 

getting thousands of followers on 

your Instagram account? There are 

many ways that the material and 

mundane can consume our lives. 
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2  What authority fi ures 

pre ent you  rom  ollowin  

 esus  ully   

For almost two years my Mom 

made a half-commitment to Jesus. 

She came to Christ through a Bible 

Study at the Dix Hills Evangelical 

Free Church. However, she only 

attended at night because she 

feared two authority figures, her 

dead mother and her estranged 

sister. That’s how afraid she was to 

change churches and pursue Jesus’ 

What obstacles  eep you  rom
 ully commi n  to  esus  hrist?

1 What material objects or
pursuits pre ent you  rom
 ollowin   esus  ully?

2 What authority fi ures
pre ent you  rom  ollowin 
 esus  ully?

What obstacles  eep you  rom  ully
commi n  to  esus  hrist?



call. Can you relate to her story in 

any way? Are you holding back on 

pursuing Jesus’ call because of the 

disapproval of someone? 
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3  What “stron  man” resists 

you  rom  ollowin   esus 

 ully? 

For many of our Christian brothers 

and sisters globally, the “strong 

man” is some Dictator, Ayatollah or 

Mullah with the power and 

determination to eradicate 

Christians. 

For all of us, Jesus describes the 

“strong man” as the devil who seeks 

to defeat us. 

But for most of us the “strong man” 

is far less imposing. It’s a boss who 

can “make us or break us.” Or a 

popular kid who can make school 

fun or a living hell. Or a media 

presence that can cancel us 

resulting in embarrassment or 

worse. 

Becoming a fully devoted follower 

of Jesus requires overcoming these 

everyday obstacles to our faith. Is 

Jesus your “Pearl of Great Price.” 

3 What  stron  man  resists
you  rom  ollowin   esus
 ully?

What obstacles  eep you  rom
 ully commi n  to  esus  hrist?



Would you give everything up to 

pursue Him, or is he just one pearl 

on your necklace of loyalties? 

There’s nothing harder than setting 

the right priorities in life but there’s 

nothing more rewarding than 

putting Jesus first.  
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Let’s pray. 

 


