The Sermon on the Mount
How to Pray: Praying According to God’s Priorities; Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

“In heaven” Represents The Exalted Nature of God

Isaiah 40:22-23 It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like
grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain and spreads them out like a tent to
dwell in. He it is who reduces rulers to nothing, Who makes the judges of the earth
meaningless.

Isaiah 40:25-26 “To whom then will you liken Me that | would be his equal?” says the Holy One.
Lift up your eyes on high and see who has created these stars, the One who leads forth their
host by number, He calls them all by name; because of the greatness of His might and the
strength of His power, not one of them is missing.

The Structure of the Model Prayer

God’s Glory: His Name is Holy, His Kingdom is Glorious, His Will is Primary

Our Needs: Physical Needs, Spiritual Needs, Moral Needs

The first three requests direct the next three

Matthew 6:9-10 Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

The Holiness of God
The Reign of God
The Will of God

Prayer and Our Needs

Matthew 6:11-13 ‘Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have
forgiven our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil.’

Physical Needs: “give us daily bread”
Spiritual Needs: “forgive us”
Moral Needs: “lead us...deliver us...”



Genesis 22 and Abraham “The Lord will provide”
Manna from heaven

Deuteronomy 2:7 For the Lord your God has blessed you in all that you have done; He has
known your wanderings through this great wilderness. These forty years the Lord your God has
been with you; you have not lacked a thing.

Psalm 104:14-15 He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, and vegetation for the labor of
man, so that he may bring forth food from the earth, And wine which makes man’s heart glad, so
that he may make his face glisten with oil, and food which sustains man’s heart.

Philippians 4:19 And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ
Jesus.

Il Thessalonians 3:7-9 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because
we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you, nor did we eat anyone’s bread without
paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we would not be
a burden to any of you; not because we do not have the right to this, but in order to offer
ourselves as a model for you, so that you would follow our example.

Il Thessalonians 3:10-12 For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if
anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, either. For we hear that some among you are
leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies. Now such persons
we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own
bread.

And yet...the nation of Israel and the church were to be aware of those in need in their
communities

Deuteronomy 24:19-20 When you reap your harvest in your field and have forgotten a sheaf in
the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the alien, for the orphan, and for the
widow, in order that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. When you
beat your olive tree, you shall not go over the boughs again; it shall be for the alien, for the
orphan, and for the widow.

Deuteronomy 24:21-22 When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not go over it
again; it shall be for the alien, for the orphan, and for the widow. You shall remember that you
were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore | am commanding you to do this thing.

Matthew 25:34-36 Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of
My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For | was
hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; | was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; |
was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; | was sick, and you visited
Me; | was in prison, and you came to Me.’



Acts 2:44-45 And all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; and
they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone
might have need.

The Purpose of the Deacon Ministry was to serve food to those in need in the church

James 2:15-17 What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works?
Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and
one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give them
what is necessary for their body, what use is that?

Pray with Expectation and Responsibility
Give with Sacrificial Generosity
Serve others with Kindness and Wisdom

Matthew 6:11-13 ‘Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have
forgiven our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil.’

Sin as a moral debt
Parable of the two debtors at Simon’s house

Luke 7:40 And Jesus answered him, “Simon, | have something to say to you.” And he replied,
“Say it, Teacher.”

Luke 7:41-42 “A moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other
fifty. When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. So which of them will
love him more?”

Luke 7:43 Simon answered and said, “l suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And He said
to him, “You have judged correctly.”

Luke 7:44-46 Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? | entered
your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears and
wiped them with her hair. You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time | came in, has not
ceased to kiss My feet. You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with
perfume.

Luke 7:47-48 For this reason | say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she
loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little.” Then He said to her, “Your sins have been
forgiven.”



