
The Sermon on the Mount 
Christ and the Law and Kingdom Citizens and the Law, Part 2;  
Matthew 5:17-20 
 
A Challenge for the Christian, the Relationship between Christ and the Law 
 
Matthew 5:17-18 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to 
abolish but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest 
letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.” 
 
Heaven and earth…end times or certainty 
 
Isaiah 65:17-18 “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will 
not be remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; For 
behold, I create Jerusalem for rejoicing and her people for gladness. 
 
Matthew 5:34-36 But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of 
God, or by the earth, for it is the footstool of His feet, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the 
great King. Nor shall you make an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or 
black. 
 
Christ and the Law 
1. His high view of Scripture 
2. His fulfillment of every aspect of the Law 
 
Matthew 1:22-23 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His 
name Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with us.”  
 
Matthew 11:13 For all the prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 
 
Matthew 26:53-54 Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at 
My disposal more than twelve legions of angels? How then will the Scriptures be fulfilled, which 
say that it must happen this way?” 
 
Matthew 26:55-56 At that time Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and 
clubs to arrest Me as you would against a robber? Every day I used to sit in the temple teaching 
and you did not seize Me. But all this has taken place to fulfill the Scriptures of the prophets.” 
Then all the disciples left Him and fled. 
 
Matthew 5:17-18 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to 
abolish but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest 
letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.” 
 



Matthew 3:14-15 But John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I have need to be baptized by You, and 
do You come to me?” But Jesus answering said to him, “Permit it at this time; for in this way it is 
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he permitted Him. 
 
Matthew 27:50-51 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. And 
behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the 
rocks were split.  
 
Mark 7:18-19 And He said to them, “Are you so lacking in understanding also? Do you not 
understand that whatever goes into the man from outside cannot defile him, because it does not 
go into his heart, but into his stomach, and is eliminated?” (Thus He declared all foods clean.) 
 
Mark 7:20-22 And He was saying, “That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the 
man. For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, 
murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, 
slander, pride and foolishness.” 
 
Acts 10:13-15 A voice came to him, “Get up, Peter, kill and eat!” But Peter said, “By no means, 
Lord, for I have never eaten anything unholy and unclean.” Again a voice came to him a second 
time, “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.” 
 
Galatians 5:2-4 Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no 
benefit to you. And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under 
obligation to keep the whole Law. You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to 
be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. 
 
Hebrews 8:13 When He said, “A new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. But whatever 
is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear. 
 
I Corinthians 9:20-21 To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are 
under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that I might win 
those who are under the Law; to those who are without law, as without law, though not being 
without the law of God but under the law of Christ, so that I might win those who are without law. 
 
Matthew 5:17-18 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to 
abolish but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest 
letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.” 
 
The Believer and the Law 
1. Faith in Christ brings the fulfillment of the Law 
2. Faith in Christ produces obedience from the heart to the commands taught by our King 
 
Kingdom Citizens and the Commandments of the King, Matthew 5:19-20 
 



Matthew 5:19-20 Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches 
others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and 
teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say to you that unless 
your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom 
of heaven.” 
 
Matthew 5:21-22 “You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit murder’ 
and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’ But I say to you...” 
 
Matthew 5:27-28 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’; but I say to 
you…” 
 
Matthew 5:31 “It was said, ‘Whoever sends his wife away, let him give her a certificate of 
divorce’ but I say to you…” 
 
Matthew 5:33-34 “Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not make false 
vows, but shall fulfill your vows to the Lord.’ But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by 
heaven, for it is the throne of God.” 
 
Matthew 5:38-39 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’ 
But I say to you, do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn 
the other to him also.” 
 
Matthew 5:43-44 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” 
 
Matthew 5:48 Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given 
to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
 
Ephesians 2:19-20 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints, and are of God’s household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone 
 
Christ and the Law 
1. His high view of Scripture 
2. His fulfillment of every aspect of the Law 
 
The Believer and the Law 
1. Faith in Christ brings the fulfillment of the Law 
2. Faith in Christ produces obedience from the heart to the commands taught by our King 



 
 


