The Sermon on the Mount
Blessed are the Persecuted; Matthew 5:10-12

Matthew 5:10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Matthew 5:11-12 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is
great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

Blessed: Inward joy that comes from God
Blessed are those who seek to be emptied of themselves

The spiritually poor, who mourn over spiritual poverty, who are gentle toward others
Matthew 5:3-5

Blessed are those who seek to be filled with the things of God

Righteousness and Mercy with Pure Motives all while seeking peace
Matthew 5:6-9

Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness for theirs is the
kingdom.

Only duplicate blessing in the list
Matthew 5:3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Matthew 5:10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Theirs is the kingdom of heaven
They will be comforted

They will inherit the earth

They will be satisfied

They will receive mercy

They will see God

They will be called children of God
Theirs is the kingdom of heaven

Encouragement: Our mistreatment for doing the right thing does not mean we have been
excluded from the kingdom



Matthew 5:10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Shift in the beatitudes from the third person “those” to the second person “you”

Matthew 5:11-12 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of Me...”

This teaching in the beatitudes at the beginning of His ministry is then bookended with the
teaching of Jesus the final night with the disciples, just before the crucifixion

John 15:18-19 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you
were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but |
chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.”

John 15:20-21 “Remember the word that | said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If
they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours
also. But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know the
One who sent Me.”

Matthew 5:11-12 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of Me...”

Insult you

Matthew 27:39-40 And those passing by were hurling abuse at Him, wagging their heads and
saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save Yourself! If
You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”

Matthew 27:41-43 In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders,
were mocking Him and saying, “He saved others; He cannot save Himself. He is the King of
Israel; let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe in Him. He trusts in God; let
God rescue Him now, if He delights in Him; for He said, ‘Il am the Son of God.”

Matthew 27:44 The robbers who had been crucified with Him were also insulting Him with the
same words.

Persecute you
Matthew 27:30-31 They spat on Him, and took the reed and began to beat Him on the head.
After they had mocked Him, they took the scarlet robe off Him and put His own garments back

on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him.

Falsely say all kinds of evil against you



Matthew 26:59-60 Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept trying to obtain false
testimony against Jesus, so that they might put Him to death. They did not find any, even though
many false witnesses came forward.

Simon Peter and the early church

| Peter 2:21-23 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, who committed no sin, nor was any deceit
found in His mouth; and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He
uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously

| Peter 3:14-15 But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And
do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled, but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts,
always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the
hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;

| Peter 3:16-17 and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered,
those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame. For it is better, if God should
will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.

| Peter 4:15-16 Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a
troublesome meddler; but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to
glorify God in this name.

| Peter 4:17-19 For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins
with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And if it is
with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will become of the godless man and the sinner?
Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful
Creator in doing what is right.

There is no blessing if
we are treated justly for bad behavior

There is no blessing if
we are treated justly for bad behavior
we act like a victim

There is no blessing if
we are treated justly for bad behavior
we act like a victim



we seek revenge

Matthew 5:11-12 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is
great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

Acts 5:40-41 After calling the apostles in, they flogged them and ordered them not to speak in
the name of Jesus, and then released them. So they went on their way from the presence of the
Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.

Acts 14:21-22 After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples,
they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples,
encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, “Through many tribulations we must enter
the kingdom of God.”

Acts 16:23-25 When they had struck them with many blows, they threw them into prison,
commanding the jailer to guard them securely; and he, having received such a command, threw
them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and
Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to
them.

Revelation 12:10-11 Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the
authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he
who accuses them before our God day and night. And they overcame him because of the blood
of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even
when faced with death.

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great
Rejoice and be glad, for you are in good company



