
The Gospel of John: Light in the Darkness
The Juxtaposition of “I Am” and the Cup the Father Has Given Me, John 18

John 18:1 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went away with His disciples across the
ravine of the Kidron, where there was a garden which He entered with His disciples.

Pictures and Video

John 18:2-3 Now Judas, who was betraying Him, also knew the place, because Jesus had often
met there with His disciples. So Judas, having obtained the Roman cohort and officers from the
chief priests and the Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.

John 18:4-6 Jesus therefore, knowing all the things that were coming upon Him, came out into
the open and said to them, “Whom are you seeking?” They answered Him, “Jesus the
Nazarene.” He said to them, “I am He.” And Judas also, who was betraying Him, was standing
with them. Now then, when He said to them, “I am He,” they drew back and fell to the ground.

I Am, Matthew and Mark in similar circumstances

Mark 14:61-62 But He kept silent and did not answer. Again the high priest was questioning
Him, and saying to Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” And Jesus said, “I
am; and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming with the
clouds of heaven.”

John 18:4-6 Jesus therefore, knowing all the things that were coming upon Him, came out into
the open and said to them, “Whom are you seeking?” They answered Him, “Jesus the
Nazarene.” He said to them, “I am He.” And Judas also, who was betraying Him, was standing
with them. Now then, when He said to them, “I am He,” they drew back and fell to the ground.

Psalm 99:1-3 The Lord reigns, let the peoples tremble; He is enthroned above the cherubim, let
the earth shake! The Lord is great in Zion, and He is exalted above all the peoples. Let them
praise Your great and awesome name; Holy is He.

John 18:7-8 He then asked them again, “Whom are you seeking?” And they said, “Jesus the
Nazarene.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I am He; so if you are seeking Me, let these men go
on their way.”

John 18:9-10 This took place so that the word which He spoke would be fulfilled: “Of those
whom You have given Me I lost not one.” Then Simon Peter, since he had a sword, drew it and
struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear; and the slave’s name was Malchus.

Emphasis on the protection of the disciples by the Father at the request of Jesus. All four
Gospels record this event. Luke adds one detail.



Luke 22:50-51 And one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But
Jesus answered and said, “Stop! No more of this.” And He touched his ear and healed him.

Violence against the high priest’s slave would have been met with severe punishment. This is
not just a miracle for the sake of Malchus, but for the sake of the protection of Simon Peter and
the disciples.

John 18:9-10 This took place so that the word which He spoke would be fulfilled: “Of those
whom You have given Me I lost not one.” Then Simon Peter, since he had a sword, drew it and
struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear; and the slave’s name was Malchus.

John 18:11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which the Father has
given Me, am I not to drink it?”

The cup which the Father has given Me…

Psalm 16:5-6 The Lord is the portion of my inheritance and my cup; You support my lot. The
lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; Indeed, my heritage is beautiful to me.

Psalm 23:5-6 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You have anointed
my head with oil; My cup overflows. Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the
days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Psalm 75:7-8 But God is the Judge; He puts down one and exalts another. For a cup is in the
hand of the Lord, and the wine foams; It is well mixed, and He pours out of this; Surely all the
wicked of the earth must drain and drink down its dregs.

Isaiah 51:17 Rouse yourself! Rouse yourself! Arise, O Jerusalem, You who have drunk from the
Lord’s hand the cup of His anger; The chalice of reeling you have drained to the dregs.

Jeremiah 25:15-17 For thus the Lord, the God of Israel, says to me, “Take this cup of the wine of
wrath from My hand and cause all the nations to whom I send you to drink it. They will drink and
stagger and go mad because of the sword that I will send among them.” Then I took the cup
from the Lord’s hand and made all the nations to whom the Lord sent me drink it.

John 18:11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which the Father has
given Me, am I not to drink it?”

Romans 5:8-9 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved
from the wrath of God through Him.

II Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him.


