
The Gospel of John: Light in the Darkness
Christ’s Prayer for Us:
Keep, Protect, Sanctify, Perfect, John 17:11-26

Reminder that if you cannot stand for long periods of time its fine to sit during some or all of the
music.

Christ prayed for the disciples and for us, Christ prayed for me and for you. Christ prayed for
our church and our ministry and our fellowship. Amazing to consider.

John 17:20-21 “I am not asking on behalf of these alone, but also for those who believe in Me
through their word…”

What does Christ pray for the disciples and for us?

Keep Them in Your name

Keep Them in Your name
Protect Them from the Evil One

Keep Them in Your name
Protect Them from the Evil One
Sanctify Them in Your truth

Keep Them in Your name
Protect Them from the Evil One
Sanctify Them in Your truth
Perfect Them in Unity

Keep Them in Your name

John 17:11-12 “I am no longer going to be in the world; and yet they themselves are in the
world, and I am coming to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have
given Me, so that they may be one just as We are. While I was with them, I was keeping them in



Your name, which You have given Me; and I guarded them, and not one of them perished
except the son of destruction, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled.”

Keep Them in Your name
Protect Them from the Evil One

John 17:13-15 “But now I am coming to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they
may have My joy made full in themselves. I have given them Your word; and the world has
hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I am not asking You
to take them out of the world, but to keep them away from the evil one.”

There is a real and personal evil in the world.

Evil would exists even without the influence of the devil and his supporting cast of demons.

However, with the devil and his demons, evil takes on a more organized and purposeful
mission. It is directed in purpose, to keep people from God and His work through Jesus Christ.

Two fold mission: deceive the lost and attack on the saved.

Deception of the lost

John 8:44 You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was
a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him.
Whenever he tells a lie, he speaks from his own nature, because he is a liar and the father of
lies.

Acts 26:15-18 “And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting…for this purpose I
have appeared to you, to appoint you as a servant and a witness…so that they may turn from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins
and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.’”

Ephesians 2:1-2 And you were dead in your offenses and sins, in which you previously walked
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit
that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

II Corinthians 4:3-4 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in
whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they will not
see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

“It does not matter how small the sins are provided that their cumulative effect is to edge the
man away from the Light and out into the Nothing. Murder is no better than cards if cards can do



the trick. Indeed the safest road to Hell is the gradual onethe gentle slope, soft underfoot,
without sudden turnings, without milestones, without signposts.” C.S. Lewis Screwtape Letters

John 17:13-15 “But now I am coming to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they
may have My joy made full in themselves. I have given them Your word; and the world has
hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I am not asking You
to take them out of the world, but to keep them away from the evil one.”

Attack on believers

Matthew 6:9-10 Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Matthew 6:11-13 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have
forgiven our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil.’

Luke 22:31-32 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded to sift you men like wheat; but I
have prayed for you, that your faith will not fail; and you, when you have turned back, strengthen
your brothers.”

What is our response?

John 17:13-15 “But now I am coming to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they
may have My joy made full in themselves. I have given them Your word; and the world has
hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I am not asking You
to take them out of the world, but to keep them away from the evil one.”

An awareness of the spiritual battle

I Peter 5:8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

John 17:13-15 “But now I am coming to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they
may have My joy made full in themselves. I have given them Your word; and the world has
hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I am not asking You
to take them out of the world, but to keep them away from the evil one.”

An awareness of the spiritual battle
A dependence upon God



John 17:22-23 “The glory which You have given Me I also have given to them, so that they may
be one, just as We are one; I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that
the world may know that You sent Me, and You loved them, just as You loved Me.”

An awareness of the spiritual battle
A dependence upon God
A life of purity and unity

John 17:13-15 “But now I am coming to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they
may have My joy made full in themselves. I have given them Your word; and the world has
hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I am not asking You
to take them out of the world, but to keep them away from the evil one.”

An awareness of the spiritual battle
A dependence upon God
A life of purity and unity
A life of resistance

I Peter 5:8-9 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. So resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same
experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brothers and sisters who are in the
world.

Ephesians 6:10-11 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on the full
armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.

Ephesians 6:12-13 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of
wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be
able to resist on the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.


