
The Gospel of John: Light in the Darkness Self-Righteousness as Hindrance to Revival, John
9:1-16  Much media attention to the Asbury Revival  

History of revival in Israel: Exodus, David and the Bringing the Ark to Jerusalem, Solomon and
the dedication of the temple, Josiah and the finding of the Book of the Law, Ezra and the
dedication of the rebuilt temple  

History of revival in the early church: Pentecost, Corinth, Ephesus  

History of revival in the Western World: Reformation, First Great Awakening, Second Great
Awakening, DL Moody in Britain, Third Great Awakening in 70s and 80s, Asbury Revival  

If there was ever an opportunity for revival to break among a people dedicated to God, this was
it. Feast of Tabernacles. Religious Fervor. Anticipation and Expectation. An Undeniable
Miracle. Biblical Fulfillment of Promises. God Incarnate Walking Among His People  

And yet, the response to all of these incredible events is cynicism.   

This is the warning to us all, that being overly religious and self-righteous can be a hindrance.
When the preacher doesn’t do things the way it’s always been done. When the music isn’t the
music we’ve always sang. When the labels and traditions get elevated to the place of God’s
Word. When there is an unhealthy blending of cultural standards and true worship of God.  

John 9:1-2 As Jesus passed by, He saw a man who had been blind from birth. And His disciples
asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?”  

John 9:3-5 Jesus answered, “It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so
that the works of God might be displayed in him. We must carry out the works of Him who sent
Me as long as it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the
Light of the world.”  

John 9:6-7 When He had said this, He spit on the ground, and made mud from the saliva, and
applied the mud to his eyes, and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is
translated, Sent). So he left and washed, and came back seeing.  

The reason for this method of healing, to challenge the religious establishment on their extra
rules and regulations that went beyond the teachings of the Law.  

John 2:13-15 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. And within
the temple grounds He found those who were selling oxen, sheep, and doves, and the money
changers seated at their tables. And He made a whip of cords, and drove them all out of the
temple area, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers
and overturned their tables  



John 5:15-16 The man went away, and informed the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him
well. For this reason, the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because He was doing these things on
a Sabbath.  

John 9:6-7 When He had said this, He spit on the ground, and made mud from the saliva, and
applied the mud to his eyes, and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is
translated, Sent). So he left and washed, and came back seeing.  

Why this was a problem on the Sabbath? Making mud, healing as a profession, having him
wash in the pool of Siloam. All of these are possible problems.  

From the Babylonian Talmud Shabbath 24:3 Forbid mixing on the Sabbath Shabbath 7:2 Forbid
kneading as one of the 39 classes of forbidden work on the Sabbath Shabbath 14:4 Forbid the
applying of an ointment on the Sabbath  

Matthew 12:1-2 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath, and His
disciples became hungry and began to pick the heads of grain and eat. Now when the
Pharisees saw this, they said to Him, “Look, Your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on
a Sabbath!”  

Matthew 12:3-4 But He said to them, “Have you not read what David did when he became
hungry, he and his companions—how he entered the house of God, and they ate the
consecrated bread, which was not lawful for him to eat nor for those with him, but for the priests
alone?”  

Matthew 12:5-7 “Or have you not read in the Law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple
violate the Sabbath, and yet are innocent? But I say to you that something greater than the
temple is here. But if you had known what this means: ‘I desire compassion, rather than
sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the innocent.”  

Matthew 12:8 “For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”  

“Jesus’ Sabbath practices were not reviled by anyone at first, until opposition began to mount
and Jesus Himself was reviled. At that point, the Sabbath legislation was used against Him,
and attacks against Him were rationalized on the basis of the legal traditions of His day.” D.A.
Carson  

If the authorities admitted to the healing and therefore to the claims of Jesus, including their
interpretation of Sabbath law, they would have to bow to Jesus.  

John 9:8-9 So the neighbors, and those who previously saw him as a beggar, were saying, “Is
this not the one who used to sit and beg?” Others were saying, “This is he,” still others were
saying, “No, but he is like him.” The man himself kept saying, “I am the one.”  



John 9:10-12 So they were saying to him, “How then were your eyes opened?” He answered,
“The man who is called Jesus made mud, and spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to
Siloam and wash’; so I went away and washed, and I received sight.” And they said to him,
“Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.”  

John 9:13-14 They brought the man who was previously blind to the Pharisees. Now it was a
Sabbath on the day that Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.  

John 9:15-16 Then the Pharisees also were asking him again how he received his sight. And he
said to them, “He applied mud to my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Therefore, some of the
Pharisees were saying, “This man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.”
But others were saying, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And there was
dissension among them. 


