
The Gospel of John: Light in the Darkness Abraham Rejoiced to See the Day of Christ,  John
8:48-59  

Major themes of John 8  

The Light of the World  

John 8:12 Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the world; the one who
follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.”  

Unless you believe that “I Am”, you will die in your sins  

John 8:24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am,
you will die in your sins.”  

The crucifixion of Jesus foretold by Jesus  

John 8:28 So Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am, and I
do nothing on My own, but I say these things as the Father instructed Me.”  

The Slavery of Sin and the Freedom Found in Christ  

John 8:31-33 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My
word, then you are truly My disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been enslaved to
anyone; how is it that You say, ‘You will become free’?”  

John 8:34-36 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave of sin. Now the slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever.
So if the Son sets you free, you really will be free.  

The Promise of Eternal Life  

John 8:51 “Truly, truly I say to you, if anyone follows My word, he will never see death.”  

John 8:52-53 The Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You have a demon. Abraham died, and
the prophets as well; and yet You say, ‘If anyone follows My word, he will never taste of death.’
You are not greater than our father Abraham, who died, are You? The prophets died too. Whom
do You make Yourself out to be?”  

John 8:56 Your father Abraham was overjoyed that he would see My day, and he saw it and
rejoiced.”  



The drama of the divine redemptive plan displayed through a series of historic events which
function as parables, analogies, and foreshadows.  

The Garden of Eden, Joseph in Egypt, Moses called to liberate Israel from slavery, The
Passover, Yom Kippur, Isaiah 53 and the Suffering Servant  

Abraham’s faith in Genesis 15:6  

Genesis 15:5-6 And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens and count the
stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” Then
he believed in the Lord; and He credited it to him as righteousness.  

Genesis 22:1-2 Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and said to
him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son,
whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on
one of the mountains of which I will tell you.”  

Genesis 22:6-7 And Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac,
and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. Isaac
spoke to his father Abraham and said, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” And he
said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”  

Genesis 22:8 Abraham said, “God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my
son.”   

Genesis 22:9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and Abraham built the
altar there and arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of
the wood.  

The binding of Isaac  

Genesis 22:10-12 And Abraham reached out with his hand and took the knife to slaughter his
son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he
said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not reach out your hand against the boy, and do not do anything
to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son,
from Me.”  

Genesis 22:13-14 Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a
ram caught in the thicket by its horns; and Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as
a burnt offering in the place of his son. And Abraham named that place The Lord Will Provide,
as it is said to this day, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” 


