Spiritual Leadership and Avoiding the Trap of Seeking Recognition
Do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, Matthew 6:1-6, 6:16-21, 23:1-12

Matthew 6:1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them;
otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.”

“practicing your righteousness”...“to be noticed by them”
Contrasted with Matthew 5:16

Matthew 5:16 “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”

“your good works”...“glorify your Father who is in heaven.”

Matthew 6:1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them;
otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.”

Context
“Practicing your righteousness” meaning: give, pray, fast; Matthew 6:2, 6:5, 6:16

Matthew 6:2 “So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly |
say to you, they have their reward in full.”

Matthew 6:3-4 “But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in
secret will reward you.”

Matthew 6:5-6 “When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and
pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly | say
to you, they have their reward in full. But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close
your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in
secret will reward you.”

Matthew 6:16 “Whenever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face as the hypocrites do, for they
neglect their appearance so that they will be noticed by men when they are fasting. Truly | say
to you, they have their reward in full.”

Matthew 6:17-18 “But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face so that your
fasting will not be noticed by men, but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who
sees what is done in secret will reward you.”



Matthew 6:19-21 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Jesus' critique of the Pharisees

Matthew 23:1-12 Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to His disciples, saying: “The scribes and
the Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses; therefore, all that they tell you, do
and observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say things and do not do them.”

Matthew 23:4-5 “They tie up heavy burdens and lay them on men’s shoulders, but they
themselves are unwilling to move them with so much as a finger. But they do all their deeds to
be noticed by men; for they broaden their phylacteries and lengthen the tassels of their
garments.”

“Do all their deeds to be noticed by men”

Matthew 23:6-8 “They love the place of honor at banquets and the chief seats in the
synagogues, and respectful greetings in the market places, and being called Rabbi by men. But
do not be called Rabbi; for One is your Teacher, and you are all brothers.”

“love the place of honor”...“respectful greetings in the market places”

Matthew 23:9-12 “Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in
heaven. Do not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, Christ. But the greatest among
you shall be your servant. Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles
himself shall be exalted.”



