
Philippians: Joy in All Circumstances 
God’s Perfecting Work in Paul’s Circumstances:  
Greater Progress of the Gospel,  
Philippians 1:12-20 
 
Philippians 1:12 Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for 
the greater progress of the gospel 
 
Progress…comes from the It combines πρό (pro, "forward/before") + κόπτω (koptō, "to cut, 
strike, or chop").  Has a military origin. 
 
The core image is one of clearing obstacles—literally "chopping down" or hacking through 
impediments (like dense forest, underbrush, or barriers) to create a path forward. 
 
This etymology reflects a vivid, practical picture from the ancient world: progress isn't effortless 
movement but advancement against resistance, requiring effort to remove barriers. 
 
Philippians 1:12 Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for 
the greater progress of the gospel 
 
Paul is assuming the church understood this word, Gospel.  Paul expounds on the content of 
this message later in the letter, specifically in Philippians 2 and especially in Philippians 3. 
 
The Gospel message is this.  First and foremost it is about the person of Jesus Christ and His 
life and ministry at the will of God the Father for the sake of His honor and for our good.   
 
Philippians 1:13-14 so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known 
throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, and that most of the brethren, 
trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of 
God without fear. 
 
The assumption that the imprisonment would hinder the gospel is challenged here. Notice that 
even in the imprisonment, Paul made this about Christ. 
 
Quote from The Story of God Bible Commentary 
 
Roman chains do not stop the spread of the Gospel! 
 
Roman chains do not stop the Gospel because… 
1. The impact of Paul’s imprisonment on the praetorian guard 
 
 
 
Roman chains do not stop the Gospel because… 



1. The impact of Paul’s imprisonment on the praetorian guard 
2. The increased courage of believers due to Paul’s courage while in prison 
 
Not everyone has pure motives in their confidence.  Some are using this to attack Paul and 
advance their own ministry. 
 
Just a few weeks ago someone, not a church member, said to my face, “that’s why your ministry 
is so ineffective.” 
 
Generally speaking we should be pulling for all gospel oriented ministries.  Notice Paul’s attitude 
about this. 
 
Philippians 1:15 Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some 
also from good will; 
 
Philippians 1:16-17 the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the 
gospel; the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition rather than from pure motives, thinking 
to cause me distress in my imprisonment. 
 
Philippians 1:18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is 
proclaimed; and in this I rejoice. 
 
Contrast of Paul’s attitude between Philippians 1 and Galatians 1 
 
Galatians 1:6-7 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace 
of Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not another; only there are some who are 
disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 
 
Galatians 1:8-9 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary 
to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! As we have said before, so I say again 
now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be 
accursed! 
 
Philippians 1:18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is 
proclaimed; and in this I rejoice. 
 
 


