
Philippians: Joy in All Circumstances 
Grace and Peace: An Introduction,  
Philippians 1:1-5 
 
Observation 1: Joy in all circumstances because Jesus Christ suffered greatly in His life and 
ministry, and God high exalted Him 
 
Philippians 2:8-9 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. For this reason also, God highly exalted 
Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name 
 
Observation 2: Joy in all circumstances because Paul suffered greatly in His life and ministry for 
Jesus Christ, and God redeemed Paul’s suffering for the greater cause of the Gospel 
 
Philippians 1:12-14 Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out 
for the greater progress of the gospel, so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has 
become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, and that…far 
more courage to speak the word of God without fear. 
 
Observation 3: Joy in all circumstances because these first two items, the suffering and 
exaltation of Christ, and the suffering and ministry of Paul, intersect in Paul’s eternal confidence 
in Christ 
 
Philippians 3:7-8 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for 
the sake of Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them 
but rubbish so that I may gain Christ 
 
Philippians 3:9-11 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from 
the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on 
the basis of faith, that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of 
His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from 
the dead. 
 
Observation 4: Joy in all circumstances because God will do for us what he has done for Paul, 
through our faith in Jesus Christ and our faithful service to Jesus Christ in all circumstances 
 
Philippians 4:4-7 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! Let your gentle spirit be 
known to all men. The Lord is near. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Paul and Timothy, bond-servants 
 



Philippians 1:1-2 Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ 
Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons: Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Life and Times of Paul 
 
Philippians 1:3-5 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you… 
 
The Intersection of Paul and Philippi 
 
Acts 16:9-10 A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing and 
appealing to him, and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” When he had seen the 
vision, immediately we sought to go into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to 
preach the gospel to them. 
 
Acts 16:11-12 So putting out to sea from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, and on 
the day following to Neapolis; and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of 
Macedonia, a Roman colony; and we were staying in this city for some days. 
 
Acts 16:13 And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a riverside, where we were 
supposing that there would be a place of prayer; and we sat down and began speaking to the 
women who had assembled. 
 
Philippians 1:3-5 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy 
in my every prayer for you all, in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until 
now. 
 
Acts 16:14-15 A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a 
worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken 
by Paul. And when she and her household had been baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you 
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and stay.” And she prevailed 
upon us. 
 
Acts 16:29-30 And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before 
Paul and Silas, and after he brought them out, he said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
 
Acts 16:31-32 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him together with all who were in his house.  
 
Acts 16:33-34 And he took them that very hour of the night and washed their wounds, and 
immediately he was baptized, he and all his household. And he brought them into his house and 
set food before them, and rejoiced greatly, having believed in God with his whole household. 
 



Philippians 1:3-5 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy 
in my every prayer for you all, in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until 
now. 
 
 


