The Life and Times of Isaiah
The Uniqueness of the Servant of the Lord, Isaiah 41-53

My Servant, Song 2, Isaiah 49:1-13

The Four "Servant Songs"
Scholars commonly identify four poetic sections as the "Servant Songs" (or "Songs of the
Servant of the Lord"), where the figure is described in detail:

Isaiah 42:1-9 Gentle servant bringing justice to the nations.

Isaiah 49:1-13 Servant called from the womb, mission to restore Israel and be a light to the
Gentiles.

Isaiah 50:4—11 Obedient servant who suffers but trusts God.

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 The exalted yet suffering servant who bears sins and makes many
righteous.

Second Servant Song: Isaiah 49:1-13

The servant speaks of being formed from the womb, tasked with restoring Israel and becoming
“a light for the nations” so God’s salvation reaches the ends of the earth.

This song shifts to the Servant's own voice (first-person autobiographical style), in contrast to
the first song (Isaiah 42:1-9), where God speaks about the Servant.

It emphasizes the Servant's prenatal divine calling, apparent initial frustration or "failure" in
restoring Israel, God's expansion of the mission to include the Gentiles (nations), and ultimate
success in bringing salvation to the ends of the earth.

The Servant is equipped by God as a weapon (sharp sword, polished arrow) but hidden until the
appointed time.

Analysis of Servant Passages: Israel (Collective) vs. a Person (Individual)

Isaiah uses “servant” (‘ebed) ~20 times in chs. 40-55, with fluid identity that creates deliberate
tension. This reflects “corporate personality” or typological representation common in Hebrew
thought (one figure embodying the many, or the ideal fulfilling the vocation the group failed).

Isaiah 49:1-13 (this passage): Strongest tension. Explicitly “Israel” in v. 3, yet the Servant’s task
is “to bring Jacob back to him” and “gather Israel” (vv. 5—6)—logically distinguishing the Servant
from the nation (how can Israel restore itself?).

Additional individual markers: womb calling/naming, equipped as weapon, apparent failure then
expansion to Gentiles, despised by “the nation” (v. 7).



Isaiah 49:1-13 highlights the shift: the Servant is tied to Israel yet distinct, called to restore
Israel and become its light to the world.

This dynamic enriches the broader Servant theology—corporate election meets individual
obedience and redemptive suffering—without requiring a single rigid identification.

The text invites readers to see both the nation’s story and a personal agent who accomplishes
God’s universal purposes.

I. The Servant's Call and Commission (verses 1-3) The Servant addresses the distant
nations/coastlands/islands, calling them to listen.

Isaiah 49:1 Listen to Me, O islands, and pay attention, you peoples from afar. The Lord called
Me from the womb; From the body of My mother He named Me.

Isaiah 49:2-3 He has made My mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of His hand He has
concealed Me; And He has also made Me a select arrow, He has hidden Me in His quiver. He
said to Me, “You are My Servant, Israel, in Whom | will show My glory.”

Il. The Servant's Apparent Frustration and Expanded Mission (verses 4—6)

Isaiah 49:4 But | said, “I have toiled in vain, | have spent My strength for nothing and vanity; Yet
surely the justice due to Me is with the Lord, and My reward with My God.”

Isaiah 49:5-6 And now says the Lord, who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, to bring
Jacob back to Him, so that Israel might be gathered to Him (For | am honored in the sight of the
Lord, and My God is My strength) He says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My
Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; | will also
make You a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

lll. God's Affirmation and Promise of Vindication (verse 7)

Isaiah 49:7 Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and its Holy One, to the despised One,
to the One abhorred by the nation, to the Servant of rulers, “Kings will see and arise, princes will
also bow down, because of the Lord who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel who has chosen
You.”

IV. Proclamation of Salvation and Restoration (verses 8-12)
Isaiah 49:8 Thus says the Lord, “In a favorable time | have answered You, and in a day of

salvation | have helped You; And | will keep You and give You for a covenant of the people, to
restore the land, to make them inherit the desolate heritages;



Isaiah 49:9 Saying to those who are bound, ‘Go forth,” To those who are in darkness, ‘Show
yourselves.” Along the roads they will feed, and their pasture will be on all bare heights.

Isaiah 49:10-12 “They will not hunger or thirst, nor will the scorching heat or sun strike them
down; For He who has compassion on them will lead them and will guide them to springs of
water. “I will make all My mountains a road, and My highways will be raised up. Behold, these
will come from afar; And lo, these will come from the north and from the west, and these from
the land of Sinim.”

V. Call to Creation to Rejoice (verse 13)

Isaiah 49:13 Shout for joy, O heavens! And rejoice, O earth! Break forth into joyful shouting, O
mountains! For the Lord has comforted His people and will have compassion on His afflicted.



