The Life and Times of Isaiah:
The Foolishness of Trusting Idols and
The Wisdom of Trusting in Our Covenant Keeping God; Isaiah 41

Isaiah 41 is a powerful chapter that powerfully declares God's absolute sovereignty over history,
His utter supremacy over worthless idols, and His tender, covenant-keeping promises of
protection and strength to His chosen people.

It forms part of the "Book of Comfort" (Isaiah 40-66), where God speaks hope to Israel in view
of coming exile, while simultaneously exposing the futility of trusting in anything other than the
one true God.
1. God Challenges the Nations & Idols (Isaiah 41:1-7, 21-29)
God calls the distant "coastlands" (representing Gentile nations and their peoples) into a
courtroom scene. He challenges them (and their idols) to prove their deity by predicting the
future or explaining the past with accuracy.
A key example is God raising up "one from the east" (v. 2-3) — understood by many
conservative commentators as a prophetic reference to Cyrus the Great (who would conquer
Babylon ~150—200 years later and allow the Jews to return), showing God controls history long
before events unfold.
The idols are devastatingly exposed as:

» powerless to speak, predict, or act

* unable to do either good or evil

* "nothing" — and those who choose them are an "abomination”

The nations' response is pathetic: they become afraid, encourage each other, and rush to make
more idols that have to be nailed down so they won't fall over (v. 5-7). This is a scathing,
sarcastic rebuke of idolatry.

2. God's Comforting Words to Israel — "Fear Not!" (Isaiah 41:8-20)

In beautiful contrast to the helpless idols and fearful nations, God turns with tender words to
Israel, His servant

Isaiah 41:1 “Coastlands, listen to Me in silence, and let the peoples gain new strength; Let them
come forward, then let them speak; Let us come together for judgment.



Isaiah 41:2-3 “Who has aroused one from the east whom He calls in righteousness to His feet?
He delivers up nations before him and subdues kings. He makes them like dust with his sword,
as the wind-driven chaff with his bow. He pursues them, passing on in safety, by a way he had

not been traversing with his feet.”

Isaiah 41:4 “Who has performed and accomplished it, calling forth the generations from the
beginning? ‘l, the Lord, am the first, and with the last. | am He.”

Isaiah 41:5-6 The coastlands have seen and are afraid; The ends of the earth tremble; They
have drawn near and have come. Each one helps his neighbor and says to his brother, “Be
strong!”

Isaiah 41:7 So the craftsman encourages the smelter, and he who smooths metal with the
hammer encourages him who beats the anvil, saying of the soldering, “It is good”; And he
fastens it with nails, so that it will not totter.

Isaiah 41:8-9 “But you, Israel, My servant, Jacob whom | have chosen, descendant of Abraham
My friend, you whom | have taken from the ends of the earth, and called from its remotest parts
and said to you, ‘You are My servant, | have chosen you and not rejected you.”

Isaiah 41:10 ‘Do not fear, for | am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for | am your God.
I will strengthen you, surely | will help you, surely | will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’
Isaiah 41:11-12 “Behold, all those who are angered at you will be shamed and dishonored;
Those who contend with you will be as nothing and will perish. You will seek those who quarrel
with you, but will not find them, those who war with you will be as nothing and non-existent.”

Isaiah 41:13 “For | am the Lord your God, who upholds your right hand, Who says to you, ‘Do
not fear, | will help you.” Do not fear, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel; | will help you,”
declares the Lord, “and your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.”

Isaiah 41:15-16 “Behold, | have made you a new, sharp threshing sledge with double edges;
You will thresh the mountains and pulverize them, and will make the hills like chaff. You will
winnow them, and the wind will carry them away, and the storm will scatter them; But you will
rejoice in the Lord, you will glory in the Holy One of Israel.”

Isaiah 41:17-18 “The afflicted and needy are seeking water, but there is none, and their tongue
is parched with thirst; |, the Lord, will answer them Myself, as the God of Israel | will not forsake
them. | will open rivers on the bare heights and springs in the midst of the valleys; | will make
the wilderness a pool of water and the dry land fountains of water.”

Isaiah 41:19-20 “I will put the cedar in the wilderness, the acacia and the myrtle and the olive
tree; | will place the juniper in the desert together with the box tree and the cypress, that they



may see and recognize, and consider and gain insight as well, that the hand of the Lord has
done this, and the Holy One of Israel has created it.”



