Christ Set Us Free:
A Study through the Book of Galatians
Breaking Free from the Requirements of the Mosaic Law; Galatians 2:1-3

Christianity is Jewish
Romans 1:16 ...To the Jews first but also to the Greeks...

Galatians 2:1-2 Then after an interval of fourteen years | went up again to Jerusalem with
Barnabas, taking Titus along also. It was because of a revelation that | went up; and | submitted
to them the gospel which | preach among the Gentiles, but | did so in private to those who were
of reputation, for fear that | might be running, or had run, in vain.

Galatians 2:3 But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to
be circumcised.

Circumcision and the Covenant with Abraham

Genesis 17:6-8 “| will make you exceedingly fruitful, and | will make nations of you, and kings
will come forth from you. | will establish My covenant between Me and you and your
descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to
you and to your descendants after you. | will give to you and to your descendants after you, the
land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and | will be their
God.”

Genesis 17:9-10 God said further to Abraham, “Now as for you, you shall keep My covenant,
you and your descendants after you throughout their generations. This is My covenant, which
you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: every male among you
shall be circumcised.

Genesis 17:11-12 And you shall be circumcised...and it shall be the sign of the covenant
between Me and you. And every male among you who is eight days old shall be circumcised
throughout your generations, a servant who is born in the house or who is bought with money
from any foreigner, who is not of your descendants.

Genesis 17:13-14 A servant who is born in your house or who is bought with your money shall
surely be circumcised; thus shall My covenant be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. But
an uncircumcised male ...shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.”

Circumcision and the Son of Moses

Exodus 4:24 Now it came about at the lodging place on the way that the Lord met him and
sought to put him to death.



Circumcision and the Nation of Israel

Exodus 12:43-48 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “This is the ordinance of the Passover: no
foreigner is to eat of it...but if a stranger sojourns with you, and celebrates the Passover to the
Lord, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near to celebrate it; and he shall
be like a native of the land. But no uncircumcised person may eat of it.”

Circumcision and the Early Church

Acts 11:1-4 Now the apostles and the brethren who were throughout Judea heard that the
Gentiles also had received the word of God. And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those who
were circumcised took issue with him, saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with
them.” But Peter began speaking and proceeded to explain to them in orderly sequence

Acts 15:1-2 Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, “Unless you
are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” And when Paul and
Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and
Barnabas and some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders
concerning this issue.

Acts 15:3 Therefore, being sent on their way by the church, they were passing through both
Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and were bringing
great joy to all the brethren.

Acts 15:4-5 When they arrived at Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles
and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. But some of the sect of the
Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to direct
them to observe the Law of Moses.”

Acts 15:6 The apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter.

Acts 15:7-9 After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brethren, you
know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles
would hear the word of the gospel and believe. And God, who knows the heart, testified to them
giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; and He made no distinction between us
and them, cleansing their hearts by faith.”

Acts 15:10-11 “Now therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon the neck of the
disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? But we believe that

we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.”

Circumcision and the Case of Timothy



Acts 16:1-3 Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. And a disciple was there, named Timothy,
the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek, and he was well
spoken of by the brethren. Paul wanted this man to go with him; and he took him and
circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those parts, for they all knew that his father
was a Greek.

| Corinthians 9:19 For though | am free from all men, | have made myself a slave to all, so that |
may win more.

| Corinthians 9:20-21 To the Jews | became as a Jew, so that | might win Jews; to those who are
under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that | might win
those who are under the Law; to those who are without law, as without law, though not being
without the law of God but under the law of Christ, so that | might win those who are without law.

| Corinthians 9:22-23 To the weak | became weak, that | might win the weak; | have become all
things to all men, so that | may by all means save some. | do all things for the sake of the
gospel, so that | may become a fellow partaker of it.

Galatians 2:3 But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to
be circumcised.

Galatians 5:1 It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not
be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

Galatians 5:2-4 Behold |, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no
benefit to you. And | testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under
obligation to keep the whole Law. You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to
be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

Titus 3:9-11 But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the
Law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. Reject a factious man after a first and second

warning, knowing that such a man is perverted and is sinning, being self-condemned.

Circumcision for the Jewish believer...

Circumcision for the Jewish believer...
Still practiced in the early church



Circumcision for the Jewish believer...
Still practiced in the early church
Honored the Jewish religious and cultural life

Circumcision for the Jewish believer...

Still practiced in the early church

Honored the Jewish religious and cultural life

Not required for salvation or for a life of righteousness

Circumcision for the Jewish believer...

Still practiced in the early church

Honored the Jewish religious and cultural life

Not required for salvation or for a life of righteousness
Practiced for the sake of connecting to the Jewish culture

Circumcision for the Jewish believer...

Still practiced in the early church

Honored the Jewish religious and cultural life

Not required for salvation or for a life of righteousness

Practiced for the sake of connecting to the Jewish culture

Practiced for the sake of protecting the witness to the Jewish community
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Circumcision for Gentiles...

Not required for salvation

Not required for righteous living

Was discouraged because of the incorrect theology associated with it



