
Sunday, March 12, 2023 The Measuring Rod and the Two Witnesses, Revelation 11 

Revelation 11:1-2 Then there was given to me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said,
“Get up and measure the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship in it. Leave out
the courtyard which is outside the temple and do not measure it, because it has been given to
the nations; and they will trample the holy city for forty-two months.”  

(1) the preterist view sees this as a description of the destruction of Jerusalem and preservation
of the church in John’s day. Thus, the temple is Herod’s temple and the outer court the actual
court of the Gentiles. Others believe this is the opposition between the synagogue and the
church/144,000; the inner court is the protected church and the outer court is the judgment of
unbelieving Israel.  

(2) The idealist view believes this depicts the world’s opposition to the church. The inner court
refers to the church as belonging to God and the outer court to the church as persecuted by the
worlds. Others see the outer court as the apostate church that turns against the people of God.  

(3) The dispensational view sees this as the rebuilt temple of the tribulation period, with the
converted Jewish “worshipers” (the 144,000) persecuted by the followers of the Antichrist for
“forty-two months.”  

(4) A modified futurist view holds that this teaches the spiritual preservation of either the church
or the remnant of believing Jews in this final period of tribulation. In the similar way some
believe the inner court is the transformed wilderness in which the remnant finds protection and
thus physically survives the tribulation.  

Revelation 11:1-2 Then there was given to me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said,
“Get up and measure the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship in it. Leave out
the courtyard which is outside the temple and do not measure it, because it has been given to
the nations; and they will trample the holy city for forty-two months.”  

“This small, lightweight, hollow reed what was straight as a stick and was often used for
measuring the length of things.”  

Revelation 11:1-2 Then there was given to me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said,
“Get up and measure the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship in it. Leave out
the courtyard which is outside the temple and do not measure it, because it has been given to
the nations; and they will trample the holy city for forty-two months.”  

Ezekiel 40:1-2 In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, at the beginning of the year, on the tenth of
the month, in the fourteenth year after the city was taken, on this very day the hand of the Lord
was upon me and He brought me there. In the visions of God He brought me into the land of
Israel and set me on a very high mountain, and on it to the south there was something like a
structure of a city.  



Ezekiel 40:3-4 So He brought me there; and behold, there was a man whose appearance was
like the appearance of bronze, with a thread of flax and a measuring rod in his hand; and he
was standing in the gateway. And the man said to me, “Son of man, see with your eyes, hear
with your ears, and pay attention to all that I am going to show you; for you have been brought
here in order to show it to you. Declare to the house of Israel all that you see.”  

Ezekiel 40:5 And behold, there was a wall on the outside of the temple all around, and in the
man’s hand was a measuring rod of six cubits, each of which was a cubit and a hand width. So
he measured the thickness of the wall, one rod; and the height, one rod.  

Zechariah 2:1-2 Then I raised my eyes and looked, and behold, there was a man with a
measuring line in his hand. So I said, “Where are you going?” And he said to me, “To measure
Jerusalem, to see how wide it is and how long it is.”  

Zechariah 2:3-5 And behold, the angel who had been speaking with me was going out, and
another angel was going out to meet him. And he said to him, “Run, speak to that young man
there, saying, ‘Jerusalem will be inhabited as open country because of the multitude of people
and cattle within it. But I,’ declares the Lord, ‘will be a wall of fire to her on all sides, and I will be
the glory in her midst.’”  

Revelation 21:15-17 The one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod to measure the city,
its gates, and its wall. The city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the width; and
he measured the city with the rod, twelve thousand stadia; its length, width, and height are
equal. And he measured its wall, 144 cubits, by human measurements, which are also angelic
measurements.   

“In Ezek. 40-42 the measuring of the temple signifies God’s ownership and protection of his
people. God is present with his people, and they belong to him. Also, in Zechariah 2:1-5 a
man with measuring line goes out to measure Jerusalem in order to indicate God’s protection of
the Holy City. Therefore, he would restore the temple to his people.” Osborne  

I Peter 2:4-5 And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by people, but is
choice and precious in the sight of God, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a
spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ.  

Revelation 1:4-6 John to the seven churches...Grace to you and peace from Him who is, and
who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before His throne, and from
Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the
earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood— and He made us into
a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and
ever. Amen.  



Revelation 5:9-10 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the scroll and to
break its seals; for You were slaughtered, and You purchased people for God with Your blood
from every tribe, language, people, and nation. You have made them into a kingdom and priests
to our God, and they will reign upon the earth.”  

Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these
the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and will reign with
Him for a thousand years.  

“The major debate is whether we should take this literally of a reconstituted temple in the last
days or figuratively of the church in the final period…since the imagery throughout the book is of
a heavenly temple, it is difficult to conceive how this could refer to a literal temple on earth.
Therefore, this is the church, primarily the saints of this final period but secondarily the church of
all ages.” Osborne  

Revelation 11:1-2 Then there was given to me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said,
“Get up and measure the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship in it. Leave out
the courtyard which is outside the temple and do not measure it, because it has been given to
the nations; and they will trample the holy city for forty-two months.”  

Daniel 8:11-12 It even exalted itself to be equal with the Commander of the army; and it
removed the regular sacrifice from Him, and the place of His sanctuary was overthrown. And
because of an offense the army will be given to the horn along with the regular sacrifice; and it
will hurl truth to the ground and do as it pleases and be successful.  

Daniel 8:13-14 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to that particular
one who was speaking, “How long will the vision about the regular sacrifice apply, while the
offense causes horror, so as to allow both the sanctuary and the army to be trampled?” 14 And
he said to me, “For 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be properly restored.”  

Zechariah 12:3 It will come about on that day that I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all
the peoples; all who lift it will injure themselves severely. And all the nations of the earth will be
gathered against it.  

Luke 21:23-24 for there will be great distress upon the land, and wrath to this people; and they
will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will
be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.  

Revelation 11:3-5 “And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for
1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.” These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that
stand before the Lord of the earth. And if anyone wants to harm them, fire flows out of their
mouth and devours their enemies; and so if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in
this way.  



Revelation 11:6 These have the power to shut up the sky, so that rain will not fall during the
days of their prophesying; and they have power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to
strike the earth with every plague, as often as they desire.  

Revelation 11:7-8 When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up out of the
abyss will make war with them, and overcome them and kill them. And their dead bodies will lie
on the street of the great city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord
was crucified.  

Revelation 11:9-10 Those from the peoples, tribes, languages, and nations will look at their
dead bodies for three and a half days, and will not allow their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb.
And those who live on the earth will rejoice over them and celebrate; and they will send gifts to
one another, because these two prophets tormented those who live on the earth.  

Revelation 11:11-12 And after the three and a half days, the breath of life from God came into
them, and they stood on their feet; and great fear fell upon those who were watching them. And
they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” And they went up into
heaven in the cloud, and their enemies watched them.  

Revelation 11:13 And at that time there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell;
seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory
to the God of heaven.  

Revelation 11:14 The second woe has passed; behold, the third woe is coming quickly.  

Revelation 11:15 Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven,
saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and
He will reign forever and ever.”  

Revelation 11:16-17 And the twenty-four elders, who sit on their thrones before God, fell on their
faces and worshiped God, saying, “We give You thanks, Lord God, the Almighty, the One who is
and who was, because You have taken Your great power and have begun to reign.”  

Revelation 11:18 “And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came, and the time came for
the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your bond-servants the prophets and the saints
and those who fear Your name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the
earth.”  

Revelation 11:19 And the temple of God which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of His
covenant appeared in His temple, and there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of
thunder, and an earthquake, and a great hailstorm. 


