
Sunday, March 5, 2023 The Little Scroll, Sweet to the Taste and Bitter to the Stomach,
Revelation 10  

Revelation 10:1-2 I saw another strong angel coming down from heaven, clothed with a
cloud; and the rainbow was on his head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet like
pillars of fire; and he had in his hand a little scroll, which was open. He placed his right
foot on the sea and his left on the land;  

Revelation 10:3 and he cried out with a loud voice, as when a lion roars; and when he
had cried out, the seven peals of thunder uttered their voices.  

Revelation 10:4 When the seven peals of thunder had spoken, I was about to write; and
I heard a voice from heaven, saying, “Seal up the things which the seven peals of
thunder have spoken, and do not write them.”  

Revelation 10:5-7 Then the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land
raised his right hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who
created heaven and the things in it, and the earth and the things in it, and the sea and
the things in it, that there will no longer be a delay, but in the days of the voice of the
seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then the mystery of God is finished, as He
announced to His servants the prophets.  

“All three spheres of life in this world are stressed: the heavens, the earth, and the sea
with each sphere God is seen as creator of all things in it, meaning that God is creator
and sovereign over every single thing in this world.” Osborne  

Revelation 10:5-7 Then the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land
raised his right hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who
created heaven and the things in it, and the earth and the things in it, and the sea and
the things in it, that there will no longer be a delay, but in the days of the voice of the
seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then the mystery of God is finished, as He
announced to His servants the prophets.  

Daniel 12:5-6 Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two others were standing, one on this
bank of the stream and the other on that bank of the stream. And someone said to the
man dressed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream, “How long will it be until
the end of these wonders?”  

“How long will it be?” in the parallel text in Daniel is now “then the mystery of God is
finished.”  



Revelation 6:9-10 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the
souls of those who had been killed because of the word of God, and because of the
testimony which they had maintained; and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How
long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on
those who live on the earth?”  

Revelation 10:5-7 Then the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land
raised his right hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who
created heaven and the things in it, and the earth and the things in it, and the sea and
the things in it, that there will no longer be a delay, but in the days of the voice of the
seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then the mystery of God is finished, as He
announced to His servants the prophets.  

“The time of waiting is over and the vindication of the suffering saints is at hand.”
Osborne  

Revelation 10:5-7 Then the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land
raised his right hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who
created heaven and the things in it, and the earth and the things in it, and the sea and
the things in it, that there will no longer be a delay, but in the days of the voice of the
seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then the mystery of God is finished, as He
announced to His servants the prophets.  

Revelation 10:8 Then the voice which I heard from heaven, I heard again speaking with
me, and saying, “Go, take the scroll which is open in the hand of the angel who stands
on the sea and on the land.”  

Revelation 10:9 And I went to the angel, telling him to give me the little scroll. And he
said to me, “Take it and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will
be sweet as honey.”  

Ezekiel 3:1-3 Then He said to me, “Son of man, eat what you find; eat this scroll, and
go, speak to the house of Israel.” So I opened my mouth, and He fed me this scroll. And
He said to me, “Son of man, feed your stomach and fill your body with this scroll which I
am giving you.” Then I ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in my mouth.  

Revelation 10:9 And I went to the angel, telling him to give me the little scroll. And he
said to me, “Take it and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will
be sweet as honey.”  



This text gives a parabolic or analogic sense of the sweetness of the Word of God to the
one to who God has revealed these things matched with the bitterness of some of the
suffering that will take place.  This can be seen in the statement by the angel to John
after he ate the scroll.  

Revelation 10:10-11 I took the little scroll from the angel’s hand and ate it, and in my
mouth it was sweet as honey; and when I had eaten it, my stomach was made bitter.
And they said to me, “You must prophesy again concerning many peoples, nations,
languages, and kings.”  

Ezekiel 3:4-6 Then He said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak
with My words to them. For you are not being sent to a people of unintelligible speech or
difficult language, but to the house of Israel, nor to many peoples of unintelligible
speech or difficult language, whose words you cannot understand. But I have sent you
to the people who understand you;  

Ezekiel 3:7 yet the house of Israel will not be willing to listen to you, since they are not
willing to listen to Me. The entire house of Israel certainly is stubborn and obstinate. 


