
Sunday, February 5, 2023 Revelation 9  

Revelation 9:1 Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had fallen to
the earth; and the key to the shaft of the abyss was given to him.  

Revelation 9:2-3 He opened the shaft of the abyss, and smoke ascended out of the shaft like
the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened from the smoke of the
shaft. Then out of the smoke came locusts upon the earth, and power was given them, as the
scorpions of the earth have power.  

Revelation 9:4 They were told not to hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any
tree, but only the people who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.   

Revelation 7:3-4 saying, “Do not harm the earth, or the sea, or the trees until we have sealed
the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads.” And I heard the number of those who were
sealed: 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel”  

Ezekiel 9:4-5 And the Lord said to him, “Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of
Jerusalem, and make a mark on the foreheads of the people who groan and sigh over all the
abominations which are being committed in its midst.” But to the others He said in my presence,
“Go through the city after him and strike; do not let your eye have pity and do not spare.  

A brand or tattoo on the forehead of a slave was common in the ancient world as a sign of
ownership, and there were also religious tattoos to show allegiance to a particular god.
Similarly, God’s slaves had his sign on their foreheads to indicate both ownership and
allegiance.  

There is considerable debate as to the exact Christian experience alluded to in the “seal”
metaphor.  Many think it is a reference to baptism, primarily because Paul calls baptism a “seal.”
However, baptism is not specifically mentioned in these texts, and if anything it would refer to
the Holy Spirit, not baptism, as the seal.  However…the context means simply that the saints
belong to and are protected by God.    

Moreover, this is set in an end-time context and is not a reference to the baptism of believers or
the reception of the Holy Spirit throughout Christian history.  Finally, it is the angel that has the
seal, and so the act of sealing the saints here is done by God through his angle, protecting them
from the judgments about to be inflicted in the trumpets and the bowls.  

Revelation 13:15-17 And it was given to him to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the
image of the beast would even speak and cause all who do not worship the image of the beast
to be killed. And he causes all, the small and the great, the rich and the poor, and the free and
the slaves, to be given a mark on their right hands or on their foreheads, and he decrees that no
one will be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has the mark, either the name of the beast
or the number of his name.   



The Sixth Trumpet: The Second Woe  

Revelation 9:12 The first woe has passed; behold, two woes are still coming after these things.  

Revelation 9:13-14 Then the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the
golden altar which is before God, saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the
four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.”  

A voice  

Revelation 9:13-14 Then the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the
golden altar which is before God, saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the
four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.”  

The only mention of the four horns of the golden altar which is before God  

Revelation 9:13-14 Then the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the
golden altar which is before God, saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the
four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.”  

The only such occurrence where the angel blowing the trumpet is also engaged in the events.  

Revelation 9:13-14 Then the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the
golden altar which is before God, saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the
four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.”  

“bound” probably means demonic in nature  

Revelation 9:15-16 And the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and
month and year, were released, so that they would kill a third of mankind. The number of the
armies of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them.  

The saints are now sealed (Revelation 7:3) so the restraint is now removed.  

Revelation 9:15-16 And the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and
month and year, were released, so that they would kill a third of mankind. The number of the
armies of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them.  

A third of mankind  

Revelation 9:15-16 And the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and
month and year, were released, so that they would kill a third of mankind. The number of the
armies of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them.  



Roman army first century had 125,000 soldiers  

Revelation 9:17 And this is how I saw in my vision the horses and those who sat on them: the
riders had breastplates the color of fire, of hyacinth, and of brimstone; and the heads of the
horses are like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths came fire and smoke and brimstone.   

There are close parallels between the descriptions of the demonic locust swarm and of the
demonic cavalry.  In both there is the central figure of the warhorse and the grotesque
supernatural appearance of the beings.  Both are clearly demonic and bent on torment and
destruction, with the infliction of suffering coming from their tails.  

Revelation 9:7-8 The appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their
heads appeared to be crowns like gold, and their faces were like human faces. They had hair
like the hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth of lions.  

Revelation 9:9-10 They had breastplates like breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings
was like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to battle. They have tails like scorpions,
and stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt people for five months.  

Revelation 9:17 And this is how I saw in my vision the horses and those who sat on them: the
riders had breastplates the color of fire, of hyacinth, and of brimstone; and the heads of the
horses are like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths came fire and smoke and brimstone.   

Revelation 9:18-19 A third of mankind was killed by these three plagues, by the fire, the smoke,
and the brimstone which came out of their mouths. For the power of the horses is in their
mouths and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents and have heads, and with them they do
harm.  

Revelation 9:20-21 The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of
the works of their hands so as not to worship demons and the idols of gold, silver, brass, stone,
and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk; and they did not repent of their murders,
nor of their witchcraft, nor of their sexual immorality, nor of their thefts.  

John’s purpose is not to give an apocalyptic timetable for his own day or ours.  It is wrong to
look for events in John’s day that fulfilled these images (like Parthian invasions or the
destruction of Pompeii by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius), and it is wrong to look for
equivalents in our day (like helicopters or tanks).  These are symbolic depictions of future
events but with theological messages for the present, and that is how we must study them. 


