
The Gospel of John: Light in the Darkness Father Abraham; John 8:31-51  

John 8:31-32 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My
word, then you are truly My disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  

John 8:33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been
enslaved to anyone; how is it that You say, ‘You will become free’?”  

John 8:34-36 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave of sin. Now the slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever.
So if the Son sets you free, you really will be free.”  

John 8:37-38 I know that you are Abraham’s descendants; yet you are seeking to kill Me,
because My word has no place in you. I speak of the things which I have seen with My Father;
therefore you also do the things which you heard from your father.”  

John 8:39 They answered and said to Him, “Abraham is our father.”   

John 8:40-41 Jesus said to them, “If you are Abraham’s children, do the deeds of Abraham. But
as it is, you are seeking to kill Me, a man who has told you the truth, which I heard from God;
this Abraham did not do. You are doing the deeds of your father.”  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The connection to Abraham as a means of righteousness  

‘The merits of the Fathers’ is one of the most common phrases in the mouth of Rabbis during
the time of Christ.  

Abraham was represented as sitting at the gate of hell, to deliver any Israelite who otherwise
might have been consigned to its terrors.  In fact, by their descent from Abraham, all the
children of Israel were nobles.  The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, Edersheim  



“The ships on the sea were preserved through the merit of Abraham; the rain descended on
account of him.  For his sake alone had Moses been allowed to ascend into heaven, and to
receive the Law; for his sake the sin of the golden calf had been forgiven; his righteousness had
on many occasions been the support of Israel’s cause; Daniel had been heard for the sake of
Abraham; nay, his merit availed even for the wicked.”  Talmud  

“If the children of Abraham were morally dead, without blood vessels or bones, the merit of
Abraham would rescue them.” Midrash  

Matthew 3:7-9 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he
said to them, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
Therefore produce fruit consistent with repentance; and do not assume that you can say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father’; for I tell you that God is able, from these stones,
to raise up children for Abraham.  

Romans 4:1-2 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has
found? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about; but not before
God.  

Galatians 3:7-9 Therefore, recognize that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.
The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you.” So then, those who are
of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.  

The Faith of Abraham  

Genesis 15:5-6 And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens and count the
stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” Then
he believed in the Lord; and He credited it to him as righteousness.  

John 8:40 Jesus said to them, “If you are Abraham’s children, do the deeds of Abraham.”   

John 8:47 “The one who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear
them, because you are not of God.”


