
The Gentile Problem, Acts 15

Acts 14:27-28 When they had arrived and gathered the church together, they began to report all
things that God had done with them and how He had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. And
they spent a long time with the disciples.

Matthew 12:15-16 But Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. Many followed Him, and He
healed them all, and warned them not to tell who He was.

Matthew 12:17-18 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: “Behold, My
Servant whom I have chosen; My Beloved in whom My soul is well-pleased; I will put My Spirit
upon Him, And He shall proclaim justice to the Gentiles.”

Matthew 12:19-21 “He will not quarrel, nor cry out; Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets.
A battered reed He will not break off, And a smoldering wick He will not put out, Until He leads
justice to victory. And in His name the Gentiles will hope.”

Matthew 5:17-18 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to
abolish but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest
letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.”

Matthew 5:19-20 “Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches
others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and
teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say to you that unless
your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom
of heaven.”

Acts 15:1 Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, “Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”

Exodus 12:47-48 All the congregation of Israel are to celebrate this. But if a stranger sojourns
with you, and celebrates the Passover to the Lord, let all his males be circumcised, and then let
him come near to celebrate it; and he shall be like a native of the land. But no uncircumcised
person may eat of it.

Acts 15:1 Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, “Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”

Acts 15:2-3 And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the
brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of them should go up to
Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue. Therefore, being sent on their way
by the church, they were passing through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the
conversion of the Gentiles, and were bringing great joy to all the brethren.



Acts 15:4-5 When they arrived at Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles
and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. But some of the sect of the
Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to direct
them to observe the Law of Moses.”

Acts 15:6-7 The apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter. After there had
been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brethren, you know that in the early days
God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the
gospel and believe.”

Acts 15:8-9 “And God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy Spirit, just as
He also did to us; and He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by
faith.”

Acts 15:10-11 “Now therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon the neck of the
disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11 But we believe
that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.”

Acts 15:12 All the people kept silent, and they were listening to Barnabas and Paul as they were
relating what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles.


