
Sunday, March 12 The Response to the Gospel Being Preached Acts 2:37-41  

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
- Acts 2:37-41  

39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom
the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and
continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.”  
- Acts 2:37-41  

41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three
thousand souls. - Acts 2:37-41 

     1.    The Gospel Leads to Conviction of Sin: (2:37)  

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  
- Acts 2:37

     •    Response to Peter's claim about Jesus
     •    ++Specifically that He is "both Lord and Christ"

     •    ++Conviction of sin cuts deep
     •    ++Because of this conviction, the hearers knew they needed to respond 

     1.    The Gospel Merits a Response: (2:38)  

38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
- Acts 2:38  

The Response to the Gospel Message:
     •    Repentance

     •    From their sin - not only the way Jesus was treated by them.
     •    From their trust in their own ability to save themselves  

The Response to the Gospel Message:
     •    Repentance that led to Baptism -

     •    Baptism had been a visible sign of repentance for quite some time.
     •    ++John the Baptist (Luke 3:3)  



"And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins." 
- Luke 3:3  

The Response to the Gospel Message:
     •    A new Baptism:

     •    Baptism in the Name of Jesus (2:38)
     •    Matthew 28:18-20 

"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
- Matthew 28:19-20  

The Response to the Gospel Message:
     •    Reality after repentance and baptism:

     •    Forgiveness of sins
     •    The presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer  

What is Baptism for the New Testament believer? 
1. Public identification with the teachings, life, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus

Christ.  

"Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life." 
Romans 6:3-4  

What is Baptism for the New Testament believer? 
1. Public identification with the teachings, life, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus

Christ. 
2. 2. Outward sign of inward transformation 
3. ++3. An act of obedience and alignment with Jesus 
4. ++4. Not necessary  to obtain salvation (Eph. 2:8-9), but occurs following salvation.

 -   (Believers baptism)  

Believers baptism is the pattern in Acts:
     •    Acts 8:12
     •    Acts 10:44-48
     •    Acts 16:14-15
     •    Acts 18:8
     •    Acts 19:1-7
     •    Acts 22:16  



The presence of the Holy Spirit in Baptism:
     •    The gift of the Holy Spirit is guaranteed upon repentance and faith in Jesus
     •    There is not a clear model for the order of Salvation in the book of Acts.
     •    The Holy Spirit is the seal of our salvation. Ephesians 1:3-14

     1.    The Gospel is For All Who Would Believe: (2:39-40)  

39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom
the Lord our God calls to himself.”  
- Acts 2:39

     •    Not only to those present for Peter's sermon
     •    Fulfillment of Joel 2

     1.    The Gospel Message Saves (2:40-41)  

40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save
yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized,
and there were added that day about three thousand souls. 
- Acts 2:40-41 

     •    The plea is for their salvation
     •    Echoes Jesus' words about the generation being evil (Luke 11)
     •    The response of the crowd: Believing in Jesus for salvation
     •    3,000 saved and the church was born  

Acts 2 and the Day of Pentecost serve as a great reminder for us:
     •    The Church is built on the work of Jesus Christ - He is our cornerstone - and the Gospel
(good news) message that has the power to change hearts and lives. What we read about here
is nothing short of extraordinary. These men and women had just cast Jesus off and regarded
Him a criminal to be murdered, and now they have cast their faith on Him. This is the work of the
Holy Spirit on display in these new believers' lives.  


