
Jesus The Messiah 

Acts 2:25-36 

• Overview of passage: 

o On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit has now been poured out into the believers with the 
appearance of flaming tongues, and has caused them to be able to speak in different languages. Due 
to the confusion caused by this, Peter took the stand to explain the realities they were seeing and to 
share this new Good News. 

o Peter pointed to the prophecy in Joel 2 regarding the Spirit of God being poured out. After that, he 
explained why the Spirit was poured out when it was. 

-- 

I. The Resurrection Further Displayed Jesus as the Messiah: (2:25-32) 

• Peter did not defend the resurrection, he simply used it to prove Who Jesus Is. 

o Later, the resurrection needed to be defended. 1 Corinthians 15 is a great example of this! 

• How can we know that Jesus is the Messiah? 

o He fulfilled prophecy about the resurrection. Psalm 16. 

o He was in David’s line, fulfilling prophecy. 

1. 2 Samuel 7:12-13, Isaiah 11:10, Genesis 49:8-10 

o David didn’t live for his claim to be about himself.  

• Jesus is the King from David’s lineage, the Lion of Judah. I.e., He is the Anointed One. 

-- 

II. The Resurrection Led to Christ’s Exaltation: (2:33-35) 

• Because He is the Messiah, He is exalted above all. 

o Philippians 2:9-11, Revelation 5, Hebrews 1:1-3 

• His exaltation is not a promotion or change in status. He is exalted by God before creation. 

• The resurrection led to His exaltation, His ascension cemented it.  

o David did not ascend, he talked about one who would. 

-- 

III. The Resurrection is Confrontational (2:36) 

• Peter stood and shared the gospel, and then confronts these Jewish men and women with the reality of 
Jesus.  

• They had misunderstood what God was doing, Peter explained that it is all due to Jesus Christ 



• Everyone needs to know: Jesus is Lord & Christ 

-- 

I. Applications: 

• The resurrection of Jesus revealed Who He is in a completely new light. Prior to the resurrection being 
understood, the disciples were hiding in a locked house because they were scared of the Jewish leaders. 
“If they got Jesus, what will they do to us?” Peter denied Christ during His trial. And yet, 50 days later 
he was the very one who stood up to proclaim Jesus as the Messiah in the Temple Complex. What 
changed?  

o The disciples had a difficult time understanding exactly Who Jesus was during His earthly 
ministry. They, like the other Jews of the 1st century expected the Messiah to be a militant, 
governmental leader who would fight for the nation. They certainly never expected that the 
Messiah would die. When that happened, they had doubts. However, following the resurrection, 
meetings with Jesus, and the ascension, the disciples had a new understanding: Jesus truly was 
the Messiah.  

o This new understanding of Scripture in light of Jesus’ resurrection, and the presence of the Holy 
Spirit is what gave Peter the ability and willingness to stand up and boldly proclaim Jesus to be 
the Messiah.  

• The resurrection of Jesus changed everything: Christ was exalted, the Holy Spirit was poured out and 
the church began. The question for you and I is, has the resurrection changed us? 


