
Sunday, February 19 The Significance of the Gift of Tongues in Acts and the New Testament,
Acts 2:1-12  

Acts 2:1-2 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly a noise like a violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it filled the whole house
where they were sitting.  

Acts 2:3-4 And tongues that looked like fire appeared to them, distributing themselves, and a
tongue rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak with different tongues, as the Spirit was giving them the ability to speak out.  

I.   The Significance of Pentecost, Exodus 23, Leviticus 23, Deuteronomy 16 
A.  The Feast of Weeks (seven weeks plus 1 day) 
B.  Also called Feast of First Fruits or the Feast of Harvest 
C.  A sign of the full harvest to come  

II.  The Significance of the Gift of Tongues in Biblical History  
A.  Moses and the Burning Bush, Exodus 3 
B.  Moses and the Elders, Numbers 11 
C.  King Saul, I Samuel 10  

III.  The Significance of the Gift in the Message of the Book of Acts  

A. Acts 1:8      

Acts 1:8 you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My
witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and Samaria, and as far as the remotest part of
the earth.  

A. Acts 1:8 
B. Acts 2     

Acts 2:2-4 And suddenly a noise like a violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it filled the
whole house where they were sitting. And tongues that looked like fire appeared to them,
distributing themselves, and a tongue rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak with different tongues, as the Spirit was giving them the
ability to speak out.  

A. Acts 1:8 
B. Acts 2 
C. Acts 8     

Acts 8:12 When they believed Philip as he was preaching the good news about the kingdom of
God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were being baptized…  



Acts 8:14-17 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of
God, they sent them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them that they would
receive the Holy Spirit. (For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) Then they began laying their hands on them, and they
were receiving the Holy Spirit.  

A. Acts 1:8 
B. Acts 2 
C. Acts 8 
D. Acts 10   

Acts 10:44-45 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who
were listening to the message. All the Jewish believers who came with Peter were amazed,
because the gift of the Holy Spirit had also been poured out on the Gentiles.  

Acts 10:46-48 For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter
responded, “Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized, who have received the
Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?” And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days.  

A. Acts 1:8 
B. Acts 2 
C. Acts 8 
D. Acts 10 
E. Acts 19  

Acts 19:2-3 He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said
to him, “On the contrary, we have not even heard if there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said, “Into
what then were you baptized?” And they said, “Into John’s baptism.”  

Acts 19:4-6 Paul said, “John baptized with a baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe
in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” When they heard this, they were baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on
them and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying.  

IV. The Significance of the Use of the Gift in the Early Church  

A.  References: Mark 16, Acts, I Corinthians 
B.  Requirements for Use   

I Corinthians 13:1-2 If I speak with the tongues of mankind and of angels, but do not have love, I
have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and know all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith so as to remove mountains, but do not have
love, I am nothing.  



1.  Love must be the motivation for the use of any gift   

I Corinthians 14:6-9 But now, brothers and sisters, if I come to you speaking in tongues, how will
I benefit you unless I speak to you either by way of revelation, or of knowledge, or of prophecy,
or of teaching?... So you too, unless you produce intelligible speech by the tongue, how will it be
known what is spoken? For you will just be talking to the air.  

2.  No benefit unless there is clear communication  

I Corinthians 14:10-12 There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the world, and
none is incapable of meaning. So if I do not know the meaning of the language, I will be
unintelligible to the one who speaks, and the one who speaks will be unintelligible to me. So you
too, since you are eager to possess spiritual gifts, strive to excel for the edification of the church.  

3.  Has a negative impact on unbelievers  

I Corinthians 14:21-23 In the Law it is written: “By men of strange tongues and by the lips of
strangers I will speak to this people, and even so they will not listen to Me,” says the Lord. So
then, tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophecy is not for
unbelievers, but for those who believe. Therefore if the whole church gathers together and all
the people speak in tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are
insane?  

I Corinthians 14:24-25 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an outsider enters, he is
convicted by all, he is called to account by all; the secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so he
will fall on his face and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among you.  

4.  Should be for the edification of the church  

I Corinthians 14:26-27 What is the outcome then, brothers and sisters? When you assemble,
each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. All
things are to be done for edification.    

5.  Must have an interpreter  

I Corinthians 14:28 If anyone speaks in a tongue, it must be by two or at the most three, and
each one in turn, and one is to interpret; but if there is no interpreter, he is to keep silent in
church; and have him speak to himself and to God.  

I Corinthians 14:29-32 Have two or three prophets speak, and have the others pass judgment.
But if a revelation is made to another who is seated, then the first one is to keep silent. For you
can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all may be exhorted; and the spirits of
prophets are subject to prophets; for God is not a God of confusion, but of peace.  
6.  Must be done in an orderly way  



I Corinthians 14:39-40 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do
not forbid speaking in tongues. But all things must be done properly and in an orderly way.  

Acts 2:5 Now there were Jews residing in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under
heaven.  

Acts 2:6-7 And when this sound occurred, the crowd came together and they were bewildered,
because each one of them was hearing them speak in his own language. They were amazed
and astonished, saying, “Why, are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  

Acts 2:8-11 And how is it that we each hear them in our own language to which we were born?
Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya around Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in
our own tongues of the mighty deeds of God.”  

Acts 2:12 And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another,
“What does this mean?” 


