
The Call to Sanctification, 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8

1 Thessalonians 4:1–8 Finally then, brothers and sisters, we request and urge you in the Lord
Jesus, that as you received instruction from us as to how you ought to walk and please God
(just as you actually do walk), that you excel even more.

1 Thessalonians 4:2-3 For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord
Jesus. For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual
immorality;

1 Thessalonians 4:4-6 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification
and honor, not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God; and that no one violate
the rights and take advantage of his brother or sister in the matter, because the Lord is the
avenger in all these things, just as we also told you previously and solemnly warned you.

1 Thessalonians 4:7-8 For God has not called us for impurity, but in sanctification. Therefore,
the one who rejects this is not rejecting man, but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you.

1 Thessalonians 4:1 Finally then, brothers and sisters, we request and urge you in the Lord
Jesus, that as you received instruction from us as to how you ought to walk and please God
(just as you actually do walk), that you excel even more.

About Sanctification and Sexual Immorality

1 Thessalonians 4:3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from
sexual immorality;

Sanctification … what is it?

Marriam-Webster dictionary:
state of being sanctified
state of growing in divine grace as a result of Christian commitment after baptism or conversion

Lexham Survey of Theology* Sanctification is the ongoing supernatural work of God to rescue
justified sinners from the disease of sin and to conform them to the image of his Son: holy,
Christlike, and empowered to do good works.

Sanctification is both a current truth and an evolving reality

Sanctification can be painful

Romans 5:3–5 And not only this, but we also celebrate in our tribulations, knowing that
tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven



character, hope; and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out
within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

1 Thessalonians 4:7-8 For God has not called us for impurity, but in sanctification. Therefore,
the one who rejects this is not rejecting man, but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you.

Ezekiel 36:27 “I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will
be careful to observe My ordinances.”

Galatians 5:22–23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control;

Sexual Immorality - Why is Paul singling out this sin?

1 Corinthians 5:1–2 (NASB 2020): It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among
you, and sexual immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, namely,
that someone has his father’s wife. You have become arrogant and have not mourned instead,
so that the one who had done this deed would be removed from your midst.

Matthew 5:27–28 (NASB95): You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’;
but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed
adultery with her in his heart.

James 1:14–15 (NASB95): But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his
own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it
brings forth death.

1 Thessalonians 4:4-5 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification
and honor, not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God;

1 Thessalonians 4:6 and that no one violate the rights and take advantage of his brother or
sister in the matter, because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you
previously and solemnly warned you.

1 Thessalonians 4:7-8 For God has not called us for impurity, but in sanctification. Therefore,
the one who rejects this is not rejecting man, but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you.


