
Love Well, Work Hard, 1 Thessalonians 4:9-12

1 Thessalonians 4:1-3 Finally then, brothers and sisters, we request and urge you in the Lord
Jesus, that as you received instruction from us as to how you ought to walk and please God
(just as you actually do walk), that you excel even more. For you know what instructions we
gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. For this is the will of God, your sanctification.

Romans 8:29 “for those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the
image of His Son”

1 Corinthians 15:47-49 “The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second Man is from heaven.
As is the earthy one, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly One, so also are
those who are heavenly. Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the
image of the heavenly.”

1 Thessalonians 4:9 Now as to the love of the brothers and sisters, you have no need for
anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another

John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God,
to those who believe in His name

Ephesians 1:5 He predestined us to adoption as sons and daughters through Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will

“We need to make an effort to realize the startling novelty of ‘love of the brethren’ when this
letter was written.

The ancient world was honeycombed with rents and schisms, scarcely masked by political
union. In the midst of a world of selfishness this new faith started up, and by some magic knit
warring nationalities and hostile classes and wide diversities of culture and position into a
strange whole, transcending all limits of race and language.

The conception of brotherhood was new, and the realization of it in Christian love was still more
astonishing. The world wondered; but to the Christians the new affection was, we might almost
say, instinctive, so naturally and spontaneously did it fill their hearts.” - Alexander Maclaren

1 Thessalonians 4:9 “Now as to the love of the brothers and sisters, you have no need for
anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another”

Hebrews 8:8-9 “Behold, days are coming, says the Lord, When I will bring about a new
covenant With the house of Israel and the house of Judah, Not like the covenant which I made
with their fathers On the day I took them by the hand To bring them out of the land of Egypt; For
they did not continue in My covenant, And I did not care about them, says the Lord.



Hebrews 8:10-11 “For this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel After those
days, declares the Lord: I will put My laws into their minds, And write them on their hearts. And I
will be their God, And they shall be My people. “And they will not teach, each one his fellow
citizen, And each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ For they will all know Me, From the
least to the greatest of them.

John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach
you all things, and remind you of all that I said to you.
John 16:13 But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will
not speak on His own, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is
to come.

Romans 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and
perfect.

Ephesians 6:18 With every prayer and request, pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in
view, be alert with all perseverance and every request for all the saints

James 4:7 Submit therefore to God. But resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
Ephesians 6:11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the
schemes of the devil.

Romans 8:1-2 (NLT) So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus.
And because you belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power
of sin that leads to death.

Romans 8:3-4 (NLT) The law of Moses was unable to save us because of the weakness of our
sinful nature. So God did what the law could not do. He sent his own Son in a body like the
bodies we sinners have. And in that body God declared an end to sin's control over us by giving
his Son as a sacrifice for our sins. He did this so that the just requirement of the law would be
fully satisfied for us, who no longer follow our sinful nature but instead follow the Spirit.

Romans 8:5-6 (NLT) Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but
those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. So letting
your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your mind leads
to life and peace.

Romans 8:7-8 (NLT) For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did obey God's laws,
and it never will. That's why those who are still under the control of their sinful nature can never
please God.



Romans 8:9 (NLT) But you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by the
Spirit if you have the Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that those who do not have the
Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong to him at all.)

1 Thessalonians 4:9 Now as to the love of the brothers and sisters, you have no need for
anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another;

“Agape love involves faithfulness, commitment, and an act of the will. It is distinguished from
the other types of love by its lofty moral nature and strong character.” – GotQuestions.org

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for
all, therefore all died; and He died for all, so that those who live would no longer live for
themselves, but for Him who died and rose on their behalf.

2 Corinthians 5:16-17 Therefore from now on we recognize no one by the flesh; even though we
have known Christ by the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer. Therefore if anyone
is in Christ, this person is a new creation; the old things passed away; behold, new things have
come.

1 Thessalonians 4:10 for indeed you practice it toward all the brothers and sisters who are in all
Macedonia.

1 John 3:11-12 (NLT) This is the message you have heard from the beginning: We should love
one another. We must not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and killed his brother. And
why did he kill him? Because Cain had been doing what was evil, and his brother had been
doing what was righteous.

1 John 3:13-14 (NLT) So don't be surprised, dear brothers and sisters, if the world hates you. If
we love our brothers and sisters who are believers, it proves that we have passed from death to
life. But a person who has no love is still dead.

1 John 3:15-17 (NLT) Anyone who hates another brother or sister is really a murderer at heart.
And you know that murderers don't have eternal life within them. We know what real love is
because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives for our brothers and
sisters. If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need but
shows no compassion-how can God's love be in that person?

1 John 3:18 (NLT) Dear children, let's not merely say that we love each other; let us show the
truth by our actions.

1 Thessalonians 4:10 for indeed you practice it toward all the brothers and sisters who are in all
Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers and sisters, to excel even more,



1 Thessalonians 4:11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own
business and work with your hands, just as we instructed you,

2 Thessalonians 3:6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you keep away from every brother or sister who leads a disorderly life and not one in
accordance with the tradition which you received from us.

2 Thessalonians 3:7-9 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because
we did not act in an undisciplined way among you, nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying
for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we would not be a
burden to any of you; not because we do not have the right to this, but in order to offer ourselves
as a role model for you, so that you would follow our example.

2 Thessalonians 3:10-13 For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if
anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, either. For we hear that some among you are
leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies. Now we command
and exhort such persons in the Lord Jesus Christ to work peacefully and eat their own bread.
But as for you, brothers and sisters, do not grow weary of doing good.

1 Thessalonians 4:12 so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any need.


