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Ephesians 1:4-14  NIV

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship n through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 
11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. 

	“In essentials, unity; (1 Corinthians 12:12-13)
in non-essentials, liberty; (Romans 14:1)
in all things, charity.” (John 13:34)

Read the text completely, then come back and discuss the questions.

Eph. 1:4-14

1. When you think about God having a plan in place before the foundation of the world – what comes to mind?  What is important about that statement?
2. The statements Chosen and Predestined can be a little uncomfortable to use in our day and age – because of how people have misused them.  How have these passages been used in the wrong way and What do you think is the right way to think about these statements?
3. God chose us In Christ to be holy and blameless and to be adopted into His family.  How does that affect the way you view the world, your own sinfulness, and Christ?
4. Why do you think it pleases God to make this available through Christ?  What does this thought say about God?
5. Do you have any redemption stories that you would like to share?  How did you feel, before and after the redemption?
How can our understanding of Christ increase when we think about having redemption through His sacrifice?

6. What is the mystery God made known to us? And how did His mystery find its purpose in Christ? Do people still see this as a mystery today?
7. Who are the Chosen?  Paul talks about them in V11, and defines them in V12 & 13.
8. When was it that they became God’s possession – and what marks a person as God’s possession?
9. What is the main job of the Holy Spirit in section 14 (not saying He doesn’t have other jobs)? How can this be a comfort to those who have believed in Christ?
10. Why are we still waiting on our inheritance? When will our inheritance come to fruition? 
11. What do you think about this statement:  “you can help God take hold of His possessions?”  People sometimes say we can’t do anything for God – is that an accurate statement?
12. What is your biggest take away from this passage?  How can you live out some of the truths in this passage?

Share prayer requests – close in Prayer. 













