Digging Deeper Study
Reshaped
Week of February 2, 2025

	





Ephesians 2:1-10  NIV
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 

2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 



3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh[a] and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.




 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,



 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 


6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,


 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.


  8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.



 10 For we are God’s handiwork, 


created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 


which God prepared in advance for us to do.
	“In essentials, unity; (1 Corinthians 12:12-13)
in non-essentials, liberty; (Romans 14:1)
in all things, charity.” (John 13:34)

Read the text completely, then come back and discuss the questions.  
MAKE SURE YOU GET TO THE LAST TWO QUESTIONS!



What does it mean to be "dead in trespasses and sins"?
See Romans 5:12; Colossians 2:13





How does Paul describe the influence of the world and the "prince of the power of the air"?  How significant is this influence?  What is the only intervention?
See 1 John 2:15-17; 2 Corinthians 4:4 




What is the significance of being "by nature children of wrath"?
Romans 1:18; John 3:36
How does this passage prepare us to appreciate the grace described in the following verses? 
See Titus 3:5-7

Share a time when you have been given mercy either from God or from another person.  What does it mean that God is rich in mercy?
Titus 3:5, Psalm 103:8.  What is the motivation for God’s mercy?  John 3:16, Romans 5:8


This signifies a transition from spiritual death to life.  What are the characteristics of this new life?  Colossians 2:13, Romans 6:4-5



Why is it significant that we are “seated with Him in the heavenly places”? Colossians 3:1-3, Philippians 3:20




What definition comes to mind when you hear the word grace?  How does Pastor Dave define it… God’s un__________, un____________ love and __________?  Does the concept of grace scare you?




What is the source of it and what is it not based on?  Romans 11:6, 2 Timothy 1:9  What does grace prevent and foster? Ephesians 2:8-9, Galatians 2:21

What does it mean to be God’s handiwork?  What are some words that other translations use?  Psalm 130:14, Isaiah 64:8


What is the significance of the word “created”?  What are good works the result of?  Titus 2:14, James 2:17


Why is it significant that God prepared our good works in advance?  How does this verse free you from doing things for the Lord out of guilt or a desire to prove something?  Colossians 3:17, 1 Corinthians 10:31

What does “fruit-bearing” have to do with all of this?  See John 15:5-8, Galatians 5:22-23, Philippians 2:13, Colossians 1:10.

Do we squeeze spiritual fruit out of ourselves or is it produced from us?



