Digging Deeper Study
Jesus is a better Hero
Hebrews 3:1-13
Week of February 18, 2024

	








NIV-New International Version
3 Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, 

who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, 


whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest.
 2 He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 3 Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself. 4 For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything. 5 “Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house,”[a] bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in the future.


 6 But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we hold firmly to our confidence and the hope in which we glory.

7 So, as the Holy Spirit says:
“Today, if you hear his voice,
8     do not harden your hearts
as you did in the rebellion,
    during the time of testing in the wilderness,
9 where your ancestors tested and tried me,
    though for forty years they saw what I did.
10 That is why I was angry with that generation;
    I said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray,
    and they have not known my ways.’
11 So I declared on oath in my anger,
    ‘They shall never enter my rest.’ ”[b]
12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God.




 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 



14 We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end. 15 As has just been said:
“Today, if you hear his voice,
    do not harden your hearts
    as you did in the rebellion.”[c]
16 Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of Egypt? 17 And with whom was he angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies perished in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did God swear that they would never enter his rest if not to those who disobeyed? 19 So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief.

	“In essentials, unity; (1 Corinthians 12:12-13)
in non-essentials, liberty; (Romans 14:1)
in all things, charity.” (John 13:34)

Warmup question…  Name some heroes in your life (besides Jesus).  
Now, think of what makes a hero… Born that way, a revolutionary, one who suffered, one who died, and one who transformed society.  How many did of these did your heroes fulfill?

Read Hebrews 3 in its entirety then come back and discuss the questions.

What makes us holy?




Why do we need to fix our thoughts on Jesus?  Matthew 6:19-23
What are somethings other than Jesus that you are tempted to fix your eyes on?


If apostle means “messenger” and “one who intervenes”, how does Jesus specifically fulfill these roles?













Read Deuteronomy 18:15 – Compare and Contrast Jesus and Moses.
Why is the Old Testament important to Christians?  Gen 1-2, Exod 13-14, Num 14, Deut 7, and Exodus 34:6-7.  What does the NT say about the OT?  Luke 24:44, Romans 15:4, 2 Timothy 3:16





Talk about the meanings of “God’s house”.  What does the Bible say?  Isaiah 66:1-2, Acts 17:24, 1 Corinthinas 6:19a.  What does this say about the building at 610 Welsh Road?

























Talk about this “rebellion”.  What was God’s reaction?  How do you rebel?
What is the second warning that the author of Hebrews gives?  (Verse 12)
You could get into a long discussion about eternal security here.  Avoid it.  How can believers exhibit symptoms that they are not heeding this warning?

How do sin, faithlessness, rebellion, and defiance of authority play into this?  What should we do about it? 2 Timothy 2:13, Romans 2:4-5, Matthew 17:20, Ephesians 2:8, Romans 4:20




Encourage… to earnestly support or exhort.  Is there a difference?  How do you know when one or the other is needed?  Whose job is encouragement? Hebrews 10:24-25, Romans 1:11-12, 1 Thessalonians 2:11-12, Acts 11:23  What role does prayer play in encouraging?  Eph 6:18-20, 2 Thess 2:16-17, Romans 15:5-6, Col 1:10-12.  Why do words need to be considered very carefully? Proverbs 18:21, Ephesians 4:29


















The Greek word here is Apistian which means faithlessness.  These are people who have a weak trust in God, and those who fail to maintain trust. When Israel saw the "giants" of Canaan, they "chickened out" on God, and demonstrated this kind of "unbelief."

Share some things that have worked for you when you have been on the edge of this kind of “unbelief”?



