
Home Group Leader’s Notes  
Week of January 29, 2023 
“Your calling is to influence your world with Jesus” 
 
Sermon Series: The Life We’ve Always Wanted 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The focus this week is on ‘How we can be intentional to influence our world with Jesus.’ 

IS THERE ANYTHING BETTER?  
People are constantly working to better their lives. It could be their relational network, their work 
situation, or their living quarters. We are always on the hunt to improve our lives.  

As those who know and follow Jesus, we have found it – we have the best of the best. We are rightly 
related to God, we are in His family, He is caring for our needs, and our future is amazing and secure. 
Yay! There is one more plus – we have the most significant purpose for living, the calling above all 
callings. We have the privilege of representing Jesus in our world. 

 

How do we do that? Let’s review five things:  

1) Our identity (Who we are). Jesus invited us to be His disciples, His family. Later, people 
nicknamed us “Christians” which means “little Christs” or ‘people of Christ.’ In an age of identity 
crisis, we are privileged to be His.  

2) Our means (resources). God has indwelt us with the Holy Spirit, given us the truth from Jesus 
and full access to God the Father in prayer. 

3) Our message is the good news of Jesus’ kingdom, the gospel.  
4) Our example is Jesus.  
5) Our team is the family of God.  

 

In each passage, how did God’s people obey God’s calling to influence their world with Jesus? 

1 Thessalonians 1 

4 For we know, brothers and sisters[b] loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came 
to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You 
know how we lived among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you 
welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so 
you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s message rang out from 
you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore, 
we do not need to say anything about it, 9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave 
us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his 
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 

Please see the highlighted examples of how they obeyed God’s calling.  
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%201&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29565b


1 Thessalonians 3 

9 Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been 
taught by God to love each other. 10 And in fact, you do love all of God’s family throughout 
Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more and more, 11 and to make it your 
ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we 
told you, 12 so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be 
dependent on anybody. 

Please see the highlighted examples of how they obeyed God’s calling. 

The Apostle Paul’s lifestyle of influence 

Paul treasured the gospel and was passionate to love and influence the people in his world.  

Read what he commanded and did to be influencers of the good news of Jesus.  

Colossians 4 

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a 
door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray 
that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most 
of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you 
may know how to answer everyone. 

 

In summary, Paul’s pattern of influence was to do the following.  

1- Paul prayed for God’s leading. This is always our starting place – to depend on /trust in God to 

do the work of influence.  

2- Paul said to be on “watch” for what God was doing. Paul was watching for the work that God 

was doing in people’s lives – to open doors.  

3-  Paul was prepared to walk through the doors that God opened. He was ready to share both the 

message of the good news and that God was working in his life, even though he was in chains.  

4-  Paul asked others to pray for him, even though he was brilliant and well versed. He knew that 

it is always a work of the Holy Spirit.  

5-  Wisdom in relationships is a must for us today. People are broken and sensitive, and we need 

God’s insight in how we listen and respond.  

6-  Our conversations need to be full of grace. We should be known as the people who speak 

words of grace, acceptance, and forgiveness just as God has shown grace to us. Salting a 

conversation means dropping seeds of God’s work and the good news in our conversations. As 

people respond to those seeds, they we will know how to answer. Again, it always begins with 

prayer – dependence on the work of the Holy Spirit.  



HOW CAN I FOLLOW PAUL’S EXAMPLE 

Three ideas to consider: (1) By praying through our days and watching for the leading of the Spirit of 
God, (2) By being prepared to engage with people through serving, caring, and sharing, and (3) to be 
intentional about building relationships with wisdom and grace. Remember, it is the Spirit of God that 
points people to Jesus. He is working even when we don’t see it.  

DISCUSS TOGETHER 

What are the big influences in our lives? What are the big influences on a 14 year old? A 20 year old? A 
___ year old?  

Surveys reveal that the deep influence comes from the people with whom we do life.  

What do you think we mean in our core value, “Your calling is to influence your world with Jesus?” 
What have you learned about an influence in your world?  

This is an opinion question 

 

While we are all different in our ‘styles,’ we all have the same goal – to help people know, love and 
follow Jesus. What have you thought about this week on this topic?  

This is an application topic for you all to discuss.  

Do you have a morning prayer? A through-the-day prayer? How do you keep watch?  

Again, a question about personal application.  

PLEASE PRAY 

• For the Spirit’s leading and ‘open doors’ for the people in your group  
• For our teams in our community 
• For our Kid’s, Middle School, and High School teams who are partnering with parents 

 

I feel so privileged to partner with you in the good news of Jesus. May His Spirit keep you encouraged 
and refreshed.  

Steve 

 


