
Third Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 14 

9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.



The Worship of God
*Please stand as you are able. The congregation speaks the text in bold type. 
Large print hymnals are available in the Narthex. Please ask a member of our Welcome Team  
for assistance.

G A T H E R I N G 

The Prelude
“In Dulci Jubilo” | Franz Liszt
Raina Wood, Organist

The Welcome and Opening Prayer | Rev. Dr. Natalee Dukes Hamby

The Choral Call to Worship 
“Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella” | arr. Alice Parker and Robert Shaw
Sung by the Chamber Ensemble; Ryan Ferguson, Director of Music and Worship  

Bring a torch, Jeannette, Isabella. Bring a torch, come hurry and run. It is Jesus, good folk of the village, 
Christ is born, and Mary’s calling: Ah! Ah! Beautiful is the Mother; Ah! Ah! Beautiful is the Child! It is 
wrong, when the Baby is sleeping to speak so loud; silence now, as you come near the cradle, lest you 
awaken little Jesus. Skies are glowing, the heavens are cloudless, bright the path to the manger bed. 
Hasten, all who would see little Jesus, shining bright as yonder star.



P R A I S E  A N D  T H A N K S G I V I N G

*The Processional Hymn 
UMH 220 “Angels from the Realms of Glory” | REGENT SQUARE 

The Lighting of the Advent Candles 
9:30 a.m. | The Family of Sheldon and Carter Timmerman
11:00 a.m. | Leah and Andrew Brock
Loving God, we open ourselves to you, trusting that this is how you made us: you created us for 
joy-filled hearts and lives. Show us the creative power of hope. Teach us the peace that comes 
from justice.  Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be contained, but must be shared. Prepare 
our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk in the light of Christ. Amen. 

Sing: A candle is burning a candle of joy, a candle to welcome brave Mary’s new boy. Our hearts 
fill with wonder, and eyes light and glow, as joy brightens winter like sunshine on snow. 

*The Affirmation of Faith for the Season of Advent
We believe in God, the creator and giver of life, who brought all creation to birth, who 
redeems and renews us, protects and nurtures us. We believe in Jesus Christ: God born 
among us as a fragile baby, embodying both love and the need for love, and calling us to 
rest in God as trustingly as a tiny child. We believe in the Holy Spirit, who dwells within 
us, always drawing us on to be born again, encouraging, exhorting, comforting, nourishing 
our growth and inspiring our living. We believe in the reconciliation of the world to God, 
through Christ. Searched for at birth and lifted-up at death, Christ entered our fearful 
darkness so that we might enter his glorious light and share the life of his resurrection. 
And we believe that each new child is a glimpse of the face of God, a sign of life to come, 
and a call to live in peace and celebrate living together. Glory to God in the highest, and 
peace to God’s people on earth. Amen.

*The Alleluia
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
All singing: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.



*The Passing of the Peace

The Moment for Baby Recognition | 11:00 a.m.

The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer | Rev. Dr. Nancy Johnson
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  
from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Hymn  
UMH 217 “Away in a Manger” | AWAY IN A MANGER 
During the singing of the hymn at 11:00 a.m., children Kindergarten up to grade 4 are dismissed 
through the front, lectern side doors to attend Children’s Church. They can be picked up at the 
conclusion of worship in Hancock Hall. 

The Offering and Offertory Anthem  
“Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day” | arr. Michael Higgins 
Tomorrow shall be my dancing day; I would, my true love did so chance to see the legend of my play, to 
call my true love to my dance: Sing O my love, O my love, this have I done for my true love. Then was 
I born of a virgin pure, of her I took fleshly substance; thus was I knit to man’s nature, to call my true 
love to my dance. In a manger laid and wrapped I was, so very poor, this was my chance, betwixt an ox 
and a silly poor ass, to call my true love to my dance. Then afterwards baptised I was, the Holy Ghost 
on me did glance, My Father’s voice heard from above, to call my true love to my dance.  

*The Doxology | OLD 100TH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him 
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.      



P R O C L A M A T I O N 

The Scripture Reading | Luke 1:26-38
The Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.

The Message |  Rev. Jeremy Lawson
“Hail Mary, Full of Grace”

R E S P O N S E 

*The Hymn of Response
UMH 218 “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” | CAROL

*The Blessing and Congregational Response
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” | ST. LOUIS 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in 
us today. We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us, abide with 
us, our Lord Emmanuel.

*The Postlude
“In Dulci Jubilo” | Denis Bédard
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Each year, poinsettias are placed in our Sanctuary during Advent in memory or in honor of loved ones.
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Mark, Heather, Ryan, and 
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Carolyn Lindsay
Tammy and Duke Lindsay
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The Melendez Family

Sara and Bill Powell
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Leland, Jill, Hagan, and 
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Kathryn Spratlin
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Serena Windham
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The Steeple December 14, 2025

Handeľ s Messiah | Tonight at 7:00 p.m.
Doors open at 6:00 p.m. with general seating. This is a free, non-
ticketed event. This concert run-time will include 90 minutes of 
music with a 15-minute intermission.

Come celebrate the season with the AFUMC Sanctuary Choir, soloists, 
and orchestra as our beautifully adorned Sanctuary is filled with the 
glorious refrains of “For Unto Us a Child is Born” and the resounding 
“Hallelujah Chorus” in Handel's Baroque masterpiece, “Messiah”. 
Invite your family and friends and join us in this inspiring and powerful 
presentation of the greatest story ever told.

Ryan Ferguson, Director of Music and Worship  
ryan@athensfirstumc.org

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
Join us on Wednesday, December 24, as we celebrate Christmas Eve 
together! 

3:00 p.m. Children's Christmas Pageant*

5:00 p.m. Readings and Carols - Wesleyan Youth Choir and Brass*

7:00 p.m. Readings and Carols - Sanctuary Choir and Brass*

11:00 p.m. Christmas Holy Communion - Sanctuary Choir and Strings

*Nursery care available at the 3:00, 5:00, and 7:00 p.m. services.

Church Photo Directory | January 8-13
Sign up for your family portrait today at athensfirstumc.org/
photodirectory. Every family who is photographed will receive a 
complimentary 8x10 professional portrait and one printed directory. 
All appointments are on a first-come, first-serve basis, so make your 
appointment today by calling 1-877-896-9667 ext 360.  



Quick Links | This QR code will allow you to quickly access information for events, giving, prayer, and more.

Chili BINGO | January 7
We are excited to host a night of fellowship and fun on Wednesday, 
January 7, with “Chili BINGO.” We will participate in multiple games 
of BINGO while enjoying a warm bowl of chili with grilled cheese 
and a salad bar on the side! Dinner is $5 per person. We will begin 
serving our meal at 5:00 p.m. and will continue to serve dinner 
throughout the evening. BINGO games will begin at 5:30 p.m. 

Sign up by scanning the QR Code above or call the church office to 
enjoy chili and games from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. Walk-ins are welcome; 
however, we would love to know you are coming so we can ensure 
enough food for all. We can't wait to see you!

Rev. Dr. Natalee Dukes Hamby, Associate Minister  
natalee@athensfirstumc.org

WYC Winter Workshop
The Wesleyan Youth Choir will ring in 2026 with our annual Winter 
Workshop on Sunday, January 4, from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. We will 
work on winter, spring and Choir Tour music, play games and have 
FUN! Dinner included. We are expecting all current members of 
the youth choir and welcome newcomers as well! We are open to 
any students in grades 6 through 12. Come find your voice with the 
Wesleyan Youth Choir!

Janis Maxwell, Director of Children's and Youth Music 
janis@athensfirstumc.org

Weekday Preschool Registration
Registration for the 2026-27 school year is just around the corner. Registration for the 2026-27 school year is just around the corner. 
We are excited to welcome children and families to another year We are excited to welcome children and families to another year 
of faith, friendship, and learning. Opening on January 19, 2026, for of faith, friendship, and learning. Opening on January 19, 2026, for 
current families, and on January 26, 2026, for AFUMC members, current families, and on January 26, 2026, for AFUMC members, 
registration information will be available on the AFUMC Weekday registration information will be available on the AFUMC Weekday 
Preschool webpage in early December. You may also request a tour Preschool webpage in early December. You may also request a tour 
through the website. through the website. 

Kay Elder, Director of Weekday Preschool |Kay Elder, Director of Weekday Preschool |  kay@athensfirstumc.org



REQUEST PRAYER | Have a prayer request? Scan the QR code located in your bulletin and select “Needing 
Prayer” to fill out a form to submit your prayer request. If you desire for the request to be shared with our Prayer 
Ministry team, please indicate that in your submission. Prayer requests can also be made directly via email 
prayer@athensfirstumc.org.

CCS #12591 • CCLI #1097880

327 N Lumpkin St. Athens, GA 30601 • 706-543-1442 | athensfirstumc.org

FOLLOW UP WITH A MINISTER
Rev. Jeremy Lawson | Senior Minister 
jeremy@athensfirstumc.org | 404-304-3574 

Rev. Dr. Natalee Dukes Hamby | Associate Minister 
natalee@athensfirstumc.org | 404-414-1701

WAYS TO GIVE OFFERING PLATE: 
Fill out the envelope 
located in your pew.

2025 YTD Giving Goal: $3,172,105 | YTD Actual Giving: $3,012,968 | YTD Actual Expenses: $3,409,848
FINANCIAL REPORT | As of December 7, 2025 (finance@athensfirstumc.org):

ONLINE: 
Scan to be taken to Realm, 
our online giving platform.

TEXT-TO-GIVE: 
Text “AFUMCTTG” 
to 73256.

Rev. Montana Hamby | Associate Minister 
montana@athensfirstumc.org | 770-633-3140

Rev. Dr. Nancy Johnson | Associate Minister 
nancy@athensfirstumc.org | 762-233-4761

MEMBER NEWS
Sympathy   
Heartfelt Christian sympathy is extended to Ellen Hope and her family in the loss of her father, Donnie Rogers,  
on November 26.  

Heartfelt Christian sympathy is extended to David Steger and his family in the loss of his mother, Pat Steger,  
on November 26.

Heartfelt Christian sympathy is extended to Erin Rivenbark and her family in the loss of her mother, Deborah 
Hobbs Clark, on November 27. 

With all my heart I would extol the precious gift of God in the noble art of music…Music is to be praised as second 
only to the Word of God because by her all the emotions are swayed.

Martin Luther

Psalm 46 | Hymnal: 110 and 515   

prayer focus —BICENTENNIAL December | Prayer 


