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WEDDING POLICIES & PROCEDURES 
 

Hopewell Baptist Church congratulates you on your decision to have a Christian marriage.  It is 
our belief that Christ sanctified the marriage covenant and blessed it.  One of our 
responsibilities is to help you create and sustain a Christian marriage and family.  One of the 
loveliest and most memorable days of your life is your wedding day.  Our church considers your 
wedding ceremony a sacred and worshipful experience.  It is our desire to assist you in making 
your wedding as beautiful as possible.  Therefore, the following policies and procedures have 
been prayerfully put in place. 
 

Marriage Policy 
Because God has ordained marriage and defined it as the covenant relationship between a 
man, a woman, and Himself, Hopewell Baptist Church will only recognize marriages between a 
biological man and a biological woman.  Further, the ministerial staff of Hopewell Baptist 
Church shall only participate in weddings and duly perform weddings between one man and 
one woman.  Finally, the facilities and property of Hopewell Baptist Church shall only host 
weddings between one man and one woman. 
 

If the Bride and Groom are living at the same residence it is our desire to guide them in biblical 
morals.  A private ceremony will be performed as soon as possible or an agreement will be 
made for separate living conditions until the ceremony.  If a celebration service is scheduled for 
a later date, an announcement will be made at that service of the couple’s decision to be 
married at the earlier date. 
 

Basic Requirements 
1. The Bride and Groom have both accepted Christ as Savior and are living their lives 

according to the Bible. 
2. The Bride or Groom must be an active member of Hopewell Baptist Church for at least 

one year. 
3. The Bride and Groom will agree to Premarital Counseling.  At the discretion of the 

officiating minister, this may be with the Ministry Staff or at an approved Christian 
counsel.  

4. The wedding vows will honor God and His church and be approved by the minister 
performing the ceremony. 

5. There will be one experienced person approved to serve as the “Director”. 
 

Music 
A church wedding is a Christian worship service.  Therefore, the music must honor God and His 
church and will be approved by the officiating minister or church staff.  No secular music or 
DJ’s.  Dancing is limited to a dance between the Groom with Mother, Bride with Father and 
Bride and Groom. 
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Alcohol 
There will not be any alcoholic beverages served at the rehearsal dinner or reception whether 
on or off church property. 
 

Scheduling 
Weddings may not disrupt any regularly scheduled church services, be held on Sundays or 
major holidays and only one wedding ceremony per day may be scheduled. 
 

Fees 
Fees are charged solely to help cover the Church’s actual wedding-related ministry and facility 
costs and not to make a profit. 
The Minister’s fee is $300 plus any out-of-town expenses. 
Sound Technician are $150 each.  
Musician fee is $200 
Facility fee is $200 for each building. 
 

Decorations 
Absolutely no food or drink is allowed in the Chapel at any time 
No staples, glue, tacks, or tape may be used to attach decorations  
No tape may be used to mark standing positions on the carpet or other flooring 
Candles used must be drip less 
All flowers must be contained 
No real rose pedals are allowed for flower girls 
It is the responsibility of the bridal party to provide printed materials 
Rice is not allowed for showering the bride and groom – bubbles or bird seed are approved 
Any church furniture that is moved must be put back in its original position 
Decorations are to be removed promptly after the ceremony 
 

Audio/Video & Photography 
Flash photography is allowed but should be kept to a minimum during services 
Videotaping is allowed but must be kept in a reverent position 
Once music is approved it will be provided to Audio Director 30 days prior to ceremony via 
Dropbox, Google Drive, Spotify Playlist or USB Drive along with a detailed order of service. Any 
other needs for audio will be discussed and approved no more than 30 days before the event.  
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Officiating Minster 
The church ministers are available but not under any legal obligation to perform a wedding 
service that does not meet their personal convictions.  It is the responsibility of the wedding 
party to schedule premarital counseling during office hours prior to the ceremony. 
If the minister is not able to perform the ceremony another minister will fill in 
Any officiating minister, other than a minister of Hopewell Baptist Church, must be approved by 
the Senior Pastor. 
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WEDDING APPLICATION 

Bride’s Name _____________________ Phone Number ____________________ 
Email Address  ______________________________________________________________ 

Groom’s Name _____________________ Phone Number ____________________ 
Email Address _______________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Minister ___________________________________ 
Alternate Minister ___________________________________ 

Proposed Wedding Date __________ Time __________ 
Proposed Rehearsal Date __________ Time __________ 

Rehearsal Dinner Location ____________________ 
Reception Location ____________________ 

Buildings Needed 
Legacy Chapel $200 _____ Fellowship Hall $200 _____ Changing Area $200 _____ 

Wedding Director ____________________  Phone Number ____________________ 

Your request will be reviewed promptly by the church staff and approval is contingent on a 
meeting with a minister of Hopewell Baptist Church and payment of appropriate fees. 

We have read the Wedding Policies and Procedures and the Facility Guidelines for Hopewell 
Baptist Church and agree to abide by them. We understand that we are responsible for the 
cleanliness and any damage incurred during our use of the facilities and agree to pay for any 
necessary repairs when in use.  

Bride’s Signature __________________________________ Date __________ 
Groom’s Signature _________________________________ Date __________ 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
Officiating Minister ____________________ 
Date received  ____________________ 
Approval ____________________ 
Denial  ____________________ Reason ____________________ 
Payment Received  ____________________ 
Placed on Church Calendar ______________ 


