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Welcome to Confronting Whiteness 2023. 

We are incredibly grateful that you have chosen to join us for this exciting
time of connection, learning, and transformation as we come together to
discover what it means to confront whiteness in our l ives, our churches, our
neighborhoods, our cities, and our world. We have a wonderful l ine-up of
events and speakers that includes lectures, seminars, panel discussions,
plenary sessions, break outs, conversation, communal meals, and a keynote
address from Rev. Danté Stewart, author of “Shoutin’ in the Fire.”

The Confronting Whiteness conference is a gathering of people on a journey
of becoming more deeply anti-racist by learning to identify, confront, and
divest from whiteness. This event brings together people from all over the
country who have participated in the “What Does it Mean to Be White?”
spiritual formation and anti-racist training course that I created during my
doctoral work in 2019 and launched after the horrific murder of George
Floyd. Over four hundred people have participated in these intensive small
groups and we now have over 30 trained facilitators leading courses all over
the country. This yearly conference offers us the opportunity to come
together to share our experiences, to invite others to join us on this journey,
to learn more about the evil whiteness, to build relationships of solidarity,
and to see what this movement is becoming among us and in our world.

Confronting Whiteness 2023 brings together people who are at different
stages of their anti-racism journey and are eager to discover what it means
to confront whiteness individually and collectively. Our hope is that this
conference can become a space where people who are racialized as white
can continue their journey of confronting whiteness, but we also hope it can
be a space where people of color and people racialized as white have the
chance to join together in a movement for collective liberation.  

Thank you for joining us for this conference. Keep on Confronting Whiteness!

WELCOME

Rev. Dr. W. Benjamin Boswell
Creator of Confronting Whiteness 





Writer, Speaker, and Author 

Danté Stewart is an award-winning writer, speaker and
author of Shoutin' In The Fire: An American Epistle. Named by
Georgia Writers Association as "Georgia Writer of the Year”
2022 (Memoir); by The Center for American Progress as one
of "22 Faith Leaders to Watch in 2022"; and by Religion
News Service as one of "Ten Up-And-Coming Faith
Influencers," his work has appeared in the The Atlantic, New
York Times, the Washington Post, TIME, ESPN's Andscape, 
 Oxford American, Sojourners, NPR, CNN, Parents, and more.
He is both a student of James Baldwin and a writer who is
often compared to him.

He received his B.A. in Sociology from Clemson University. He
is currently studying at the Candler School of Theology at
Emory University in Atlanta, GA. 

OUR KEYNOTE
SPEAKER

REV. DANTÉ STEWART



SCHEDULE

FRIDAY
Registration | Check-in | Mixer and Food Trucks5:00 – 6:30 pm

6:45 - 7:00 pm

7:00 - 800 pm

Welcome from Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell

Plenary Session with Rev. Dr. Angela N. Parker

All events wil l  take place in Heaton Hall except for the Breakout
Sessions on Saturday. The breakout locations are l isted on the next
page.

NOTE

SATURDAY

Plenary Session with Dr. Ijeoma Ononuju

Buffet Dinner + Wine

Breakout Session 1 | see next page for the options

Lunch Break on campus with Food Trucks

Registration | Continental Breakfast8:30 – 9:00 am

9:00 - 10:15 am

10:20 - 10:30 am

10:30 am – 12:00 pm

Welcome | Panel Conversation with
Participants and Facilitators

Break

Break

12:00 pm - 1 :30 pm

1:45 - 3:00 pm

Keynote Address 
Rev. Danté Stewart followed by Q&A & Book Signing

3:00 - 3:15 pm

5:00 - 6:15 pm

7:00 - 8:30 pm

Breakout Session 2 | see next page for the options

Break

3:15 - 4:30 pm

4:30 - 5:00 pm



BREAKOUT
SESSIONS

Baptism as Reflection Pool: Seeing Race with New Eyes
Race is the issue — not human beings. It is a bad social
prescription; it is the lens not the image. 

Room 254

Rev. Starlette
Thomas

Rev. Tara Gibbs Womanism & White Christian Nationalism
Womanism/Womanist theology is a still evolving framework
for discussions around theology, biblical interpretation, &
ethics. But what exactly is womanism & can it address the
concerning rise of Christian White Nationalism today?

Room 261

Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell What is Confronting Whiteness? 
Come learn more about the development of the
Confronting Whiteness course & how you can participate in
or facilitate a group in your local community.

Berry Hall

Dear White Woman, Please Come Home
We will explore how to racially diversify our friend groups,
how to show up for & with colleagues in ways that disrupt
historic patterns, & how to intentionally & thoughtfully be in
community with one another. As a bonus, Kimberlee will
share her 6 trademarked tools.

Conference Room | On Zoom Only

Kimberlee Yolanda

Will iams

Affirming or Anti-Racist? A Conversation
Discussion about the differences in the process of white
dominant churches becoming welcoming & affirming to
LGBTQ & becoming anti-racist. 

Room 250

Dr. Gerardo Marti

Kass Ottley The Affects of Oppression in the Black Community
Discussion around how Oppression Impacts everyday life.

Parlor



Assistant Professor of New Testament
and Greek at McAfee School of Theology

In her research, Parker merges Womanist thought and
postcolonial theory while reading biblical texts. Parker is
author of If God Still Breathes, Why Can’t I: Black Lives
Matter and Biblical Authority (Amazon & Eerdmans). In
this book, Parker draws from her experience as a
Womanist New Testament scholar in order to
deconstruct one of white Christianity’s most pernicious
lies: the conflation of biblical authority with the
doctrines of inerrancy & infallibility.

Chair of Equity, Diversity, & Inclusive
Education in the Graduate School at
Touro University 

Ijeoma "IjO" Ononuju draws upon his Nigerian heritage
as a thought leader & impassioned voice for Black
leadership, social & economic justice, DEI (diversity,
equity, inclusion), & the bold redefinition of possibilities
for diverse workforces & communities. An executive
leader, innovative, Ph.D., & catalyst, IjO drives systemic
change through positive influence, a servant mindset, &
an innate gravitational pull that inspires stakeholders
around collaborative solutions. He is passionate about
serving youth and communities.

PLENARY
SPEAKERS

REV. DR. ANGELA N.
PARKER

DR. IJEOMA ONONUJU



Author, Activist, Visual Artist & Race
Abolitionist

Starlette Thomas is the associate editor & Director of The
Raceless Gospel Initiative at Good Faith Media. She also
hosts The Raceless Gospel podcast now in its third season. A
first-generation preacher & a womanist in ministry, Starlette
is a natural shepherd, leading both the alphabet & people to
their best & highest expression. She is a practical theologian
& denominational leader.

REV. STARLETTE THOMAS

Associate Minister of Spiritual Formation,
Educator, Womanist Theologian. Geek

Tara is responsible for the leadership, vision planning, &
execution for the spiritual growth & educational
opportunities for adults, children, & youth at MPBC. Her
passion has always been bridging the gap between the
academy & the church, & strives to ensure all people have
access to theologically expansive materials. Tara enjoys
teaching womanist theology, developing inclusive
curriculum, & researching creative ways of instruction for all
ages. 

REV. TARA GIBBS

William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor of Sociology,
Davidson College

The focus of Dr. Martí's research & teaching is race, religion,
& social change. He is invested in uncovering the dynamics of
contemporary issues like inequality, religious innovation, &
political power. His courses resource students to think for
themselves & are best characterized by a cooperative
process of critical thinking & analytical dialogue.

DR. GERARDO MARTÍ 

BREAKOUT
SPEAKERS



Creator of Confronting Whiteness and
Senior Minister of Myers Park Baptist Church

Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell is the creator of the Confronting
Whiteness course and founder of the movement who serves
Myers Park Baptist Church at the intersection of strategic
leadership, spiritual formation, & social justice. Dr. Boswell is a
preacher, pastor, author, civil rights leader, & sought after
public speaker who works to confront whiteness in every
aspect of church and society for the purpose of brining
collective liberation to all people. 

REV. DR. BEN BOSWELL

BREAKOUT
SPEAKERS

Author, Educator, Humanist

From her earliest years, Kimberlee’s experiences unfolded in
communities filled with diversity of every kind, where
gatherings around topics of equity & inclusion were explored
with courageous authenticity. She grew up thinking engaging
across differences was something everyone wanted to do &
knew how to do. So why didn’t they do it?

As an educator, she increasingly understood what held people
back from crossing social divisions & found herself able to
consciously place herself in the center of these divisions &
support people across the racial spectrum in stepping closer
to one another.

KIMBERLEE YOLANDA WILLIAMS

Social Justice Activist, Community & Union
Organizer, Founder & Executive Director of
Seeking Justice Charlotte 

Kass is a grassroots community organizer and activist who was
awarded “Charlottean of the Year” in 2020 for her work
leading movements for change in the wake of the murder of
George Floyd and the movement for black lives. A former
administrator for CMS, Kass is the founder and executive
director of Seeking Justice CLT and currently serves as the
lead organizer of the UE local 150, the North Carolina Public
Service Workers Union. 

KASS OTTLEY



We are a people on a journey of faith who are bold in spirit &
open to all. Mission: to be an inclusive community for spirituality
& social justice. As a church, we welcome & affirm all people
regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity,
economic status, political affiliation, or religious belief. We are
committed to educating on white privilege, dismantling racism, &
denouncing white supremacy in every iteration, until all people,
regardless of race, are fully affirmed, welcomed, & included in
the social & economic fabric of our society.

MYERSPARKBAPTIST.ORG

The purposes of Baptist Women in Ministry in North Carolina are to
provide a network of support, fellowship, worship, advocacy &
education for Baptist women & men who are seeking to honor
God’s call in Christ to women in all areas of mission & ministry, lay
or ordained; & to dialogue & share information with NC Baptists
concerning women in missions & ministry for the purpose of
increasing understanding & awareness of our calling as women &
men in Christ.

BWIMNC.ORG

McAfee School of Theology aspires to demonstrate leadership in
theological education as we provide lifelong learning for students,
churches, and other organizations and serve the needs of human
kind as an expression of love for God, neighbor, and self.

THEOLOGY.MERCER.EDU

Reflection & resources at the intersection of faith & culture
through an inclusive Christian lens. They strive to be a leading
resource for people of faith who wish to stay informed about the
pressing issues of the day & to be equipped to engage
constructively in working for justice.

GOODFAITHMEDIA.ORG

SPONSORS

http://www.bwimnc.org/


CONFRONT 
WHITENESS

$2

CONFRONT WHITENESS FACE
MASK | BLACK

FOR THE FACING OF THIS
HOUR $10

REGISTER TO TAKE THE COURSE
Scan the QR Code for the Form

CONFRONTING WHITENESS
PARTICIPANTS GUIDE $25

$20
LONG SLEEVE T-SHIRT | BLACK
NOTHING CAN BE CHANGED $35

SWEATSHIRT W/HOOD | BLACK
NOTHING CAN BE CHANGED 

MARKETPLACE
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