
LENTEN VESPERS
a collaboration of Woodlake Lutheran Church and House of Prayer Lutheran Church

This service was originally written and recorded as a digital album by Andy Pokel (Woodlake Lutheran, Richfield),
Pr. Elise Pokel (Transfiguration Lutheran, Bloomington), and Pr. Jeni Grangaard (Luther Seminary) during Lent
in 2021, and has since been updated for congregational worship. In these songs and prayers, you are invited to

reflect on a series of conflicting identities that God knits together: Mary, the loving mother and faithful disciple of
Christ; God, the unknowable Creator and tender Parent; and God’s people, at once sinners and saints.

+ indicates you are to rise in body or spirit

Welcome and Announcements

Opening Prayer and Dialogue

You are worthy of our praise,
silent prayer and loudest song.
You hear the questions that we raise,
when faith is weak and doubt is strong.
Your justice lights our path each day;
pillar of fire, pillar of smoke.
Your mercy makes a place to stay:
pillow of rest, blanket of hope.



Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

Evening Hymn My Song Is Love Unknown ELW 343, adapted

Confession and Forgiveness
Holy Parent,
I confess that I’ve rejected the refuge you offer.
I confess that you see me, despite my efforts to hide.

I’ve fought with your children—my siblings in this holy family—
because I want to be right more than I want to be in right relationship.
My pride keeps my arms crossed and my heart closed.
I long for the comfort of your love,
yet I choose the familiarity of fear and shame.



Help me to trust that I can rest in your arms,
that you would shelter me under your wings like a mother hen.
Forgive me for the ways I have rebelled against you
and wounded my neighbors in thought or deed.

Remind me that you know what I need and gladly provide it.
Grant me the courage to imagine your Kingdom on earth.
Amen.

Hear this, beloved child of God:
God rejoices when you turn and return.
Search, and you will find.
Find, and you will be found.
Loosen your grip, that you may be more tightly held,
more warmly comforted, and more tenderly nourished.
Your stony heart will soften like the river’s frozen mouth,
your stiff neck will relax to better see the pain around you.
The more you love, the more you will grieve,
but your grief will turn to joy.
God forgives your sins and remembers them no more.
In the name of the Holy Parent, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
receive this divine peace.
Amen.



Psalm 131

Psalm Prayer
Dear God,
You have called my name, offering rest and peace.
Gather me into your arms and hold me close.
Let me hear your reassuring heartbeat in my hour of prayer
and let it echo throughout my day.
Help me to make space for others who long to be gathered in.
Help me to find my hope and help in your capable love.
Amen.



+Hymn Were You There? ELW 353, adapted

First Reading John 16:16-22, 33

Second Reading Psalm 139: 1,7,3-16

Please be seated

Message Pr. Eric Luedtke



Hymn of the Day What a Friend We Have in
Jesus

ELW 742

Prayers of the People
After each prayer petition, you will hear “Merciful God” 
Please respond with “receive our prayer”

+The Lord’s Prayer



Final Blessing Julian of Norwich
In you, Father almighty, we have our preservation and our bliss.
In you, Christ, we have our restoring and our saving.
You are our mother, brother, and Savior.
In you, our Lord the Holy Spirit, is marvelous and plenteous grace.
You are our clothing; for love you wrap us and embrace us.
You are our maker, our lover, our keeper.
Teach us to believe that by your grace all shall be well,

and all shall be well,
and all manner of things shall be well.

Amen.



Dismissal
Go in peace.
Thanks be to God.
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