
Sunday, March 19th, 2023, 9:00am
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story
of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man.

In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved
children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head

with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.

(+ indicates you are to rise in body or in spirit)

GATHERING
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude Lynn Seppman

Welcome and Announcements Pr. José Antonio

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace.
Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another
our need for repentance and God’s mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,
we confess to you our faults and failings.
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;
we spoil rather than steward your creation;
we cause hurt though you call us to heal;
we choose fear over compassion.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
as we seek to follow in your way of life.
Amen.
Hear the good news:
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,
so that all may receive life.
This promise is for you!



God embraces you with divine mercy,
☩ forgives you in Christ’s name,
and revives you in the Spirit’s power.
Amen.

+Gathering Hymn The King of Love My Shepherd Is ELW 502

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and
death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



WORD
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Psalm 23
The first reading is from the twenty-third Psalm. Please read responsively.

1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
3he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name's sake.
4Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff —
they comfort me.
5You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
my whole life long.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Ephesians 5:4-18
The second reading is from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.

4Entirely out of place is obscene, silly, and vulgar talk; but instead, let there be thanksgiving. 5Be
sure of this, that no fornicator or impure person, or one who is greedy (that is, an idolater), has
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes
on those who are disobedient. 7Therefore do not be associated with them. 8For once you were
darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light — 9for the fruit of the light is
found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to
mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible,
14for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

"Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,



and Christ will shine on you."
15Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16making the most of the time,
because the days are evil. 17So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18Do
not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Children’s Sermon

+Gospel Acclamation ELW 176

Gospel Reading John 9:1-41

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to You, O Lord.

1As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said
Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4As long as it is day,
we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5While I am
in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some
mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7“Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of
Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 8His
neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who
used to sit and beg?” 9Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he
himself insisted, “I am the man.” 10“How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. 11He replied,
“The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and
wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” 12“Where is this man?” they asked him. “I
don’t know,” he said.

13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14Now the day on which Jesus had
made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15Therefore the Pharisees also asked
him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed,
and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the
Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided. 17Then



they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

18They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for
the man’s parents. 19“Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How
is it that now he can see?” 20“We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he
was born blind. 21But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is
of age; he will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish
leaders, who already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah
would be put out of the synagogue. 23That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the
truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” 25He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I
don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!” 26Then they asked him, “What did he
do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered, “I have told you already and you did not
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?” 28Then they
hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29We
know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes
from.” 30The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet
he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person
who does his will. 32Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33If this man
were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth;
how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.

35Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in
the Son of Man?” 36“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”
37Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 38Then the man
said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this
world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” 40Some Pharisees who
were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” 41Jesus said, “If you were
blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Message Here and Now Pr. José Antonio



+Hymn of the Day O Light Whose Splendor Thrills ELW 563



Prayers of the People
After each prayer petition, you will hear “Merciful God”
Please respond with “Receive our prayer”

Today and throughout the week, please keep the following people in your prayers:
Peggy McCalla
John Matz
Stuart Collins
Helen Leuder
Hannah Amundson
Kathy & Christina
Kristy Walz and John Johnson
Colette Venson
Nijhar and Neeraj Ekka
Donna Nelson
And all whom we name in our hearts at this time…

We also pray for the families of those who have died this past month:
Don Swanson
Scott (Alex) Brandmire
Marian Helling

Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
Offerings of check or cash may be placed in a basket near the ushers as you depart.

Do you want to make a donation, but don’t have cash or a checkbook handy?
Scan the QR code with a smartphone to make an electronic donation.

Musical Offering Lynn Seppman

Offering Prayer
God of good gifts,
receive these and all our offerings
as we present them in faithful service
for the sake of your gospel.
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal
as you pour out your very presence
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.
Amen



MEAL
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Holy Communion
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You
call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with you for the Easter Celebration that,
renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.  And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus

Thanksgiving at the Table

Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins



as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God, who has come to save you.

The assembly will be invited to eat the bread and drink the wine.

Lamb of God

Special Music Lynn Seppman

Communion Hymns
ELW 793 Be Thou My Vision
ELW 481 Come to the Table

Post-Communion Blessing and Prayer
Embodied God,
at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors
and touch the world with your love.
Amen.



SENDING
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission to the world.

Jesus lifted up children as models of faith. We invite the participants in Godly Play and Kids’ Club forward
to recess during the sending hymn, that we might follow their lead into the world.

+Sending Hymn Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death ELW 452

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Lynn Seppman



We’re so happy you joined us for worship today!
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