Citizens of 2 Different Kingdoms: 
How to Live Today in Light of that Day
Text: Romans 13:1-14
1. Law-Abiding Citizens
2. Loving Neighbors
3. Light Bearers 

INTRO:
My name is Joel and I’m one of your pastors here at City Church. Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. 
The text this morning is a pretty heavy one and there’s also quite a bit to cover because we’re going to be in the entire chapter of Romans 13. 
So let’s get after it. 
If you have your Bibles you can follow along there. If you don’t own a Bible, we want to give that to you as a gift to have and to use. You can find that at the desk right outside of the auditorium. But in the meantime the words will be up on the screen behind me. 
(TEXT ON SCREEN – Romans 13:1-7 CSB)
Here we go, we’ll get to the entire chapter but we’ll start by reading the first 7 verses. Paul writes, 
1“Let everyone submit to the governing authorities, since there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are instituted by God. 2 “So then, the one who resists the authority is opposing God’s command, and those who oppose it will bring judgment on themselves.” 3 “For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you want to be unafraid of the one in authority? Do what is good, and you will have its approval. 4 “For it is are God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, because it does not carry the sword for no reason. For it is God’s servant, an avenger (like captain America) that brings wrath on the one who does wrong. 5 “Therefore, you must submit, not only because of wrath but also because of your conscience. 6 “And for this reason you pay taxes, since the authorities are God’s servants, continually attending to these tasks. 7 “Pay your obligations to everyone: taxes to those you owe taxes, tolls to those you owe tolls, respect to those you owe respect, and honor to those you owe honor. 
 “3 years ago, you received a new head of state. And this ruler is wicked, he has blood on his hands, he’s a tyrant, and he’s allowing this nation to continue a steep decline into immorality, and something must be done about it.”
This is what Paul could have written in his letter to the church in Rome. Because about 3 years prior to Paul writing this letter, an evil leader named Nero came into power as Rome's Caesar. But he didn’t write this to the church. Instead he wrote these words that we just read from Romans 13.
But I’m sure many of the Christians in Rome at the time would have loved Paul having harsh words to say about those in power. Many of the Roman Caesars of that day, like Nero, were super bad dudes. And I don’t know what you think about our mayor or governor or president or any other authority in your life today, but here’s a little taste of what the church in Rome had to deal with:
It’s likely that Paul sent this letter in the year 57. A few years earlier Caligula was Caesar. And here’s a few tidbits about Caligula:
· First, to make sure his mom and brother didn’t challenge his right to the throne, he had both of them killed. 
· It’s also well known that he placed his favorite horse in the government role of a senator and then promoted him later to consul which was essentially the person in charge of the senate–the one who made the final decisions. … Again, his horse
· He once got mad at the weather and declared war on Neptune, the Roman god of the sea. 
· During his reign he had the heads of statues removed—and replaced them with his own bust. And guys, there’s a ton of other things I can’t even say here about him because I want to keep this PG. 
But after Caligula you have Claudius, who was a little less crazy but still super cruel. 
And then after Claudius we get to Nero, who was considered the worst of them all.  Nero came into power because his mom killed Claudius in his sleep so that Nero could replace him. Nero hated anyone who didn’t submit to the national religion of Rome which was to view him as a god. And because of this Nero turns out to be one of the cruelest, Christian-killers of all time! 
Many historians believed later on in his reign he would feed Christians to lions in the Colosseum and then light his garden parties with the burning bodies of Christians—using them as torches. 
Guys … this is the context to which Paul writes these words to the Christians in Rome.
Instead of telling the Christians in Rome how evil their governing officials were, Paul tells them to submit and to show them honor. And guys, this is consistent with everything that Paul’s already said in his letter so far—to show honor to everyone, to love your enemies, and to love those who hate you. And we’re going to continue in that theme today.
Now, if this is your first time with us at City Church, listen, we're not just jumping into this text in chapter 13. I didn’t see my name on the preaching schedule and say, “you know what would be really fun to preach about in 2024 … 2 days after the debate? … Politics! … that would be so much fun.” 
Definitely not what’s happening here this morning. We’ve actually been in Romans since August of last year and we’ve been creeping through for 12 chapters. And today we come to chapter 13. 
Before we dig in I want to look at 2 big questions Paul has been answering for us in this letter, because I think it’ll really help us to see where we’ve been and where we’re going. 
(ON SCREEN )
Romans 1-11 (NOT THE VERSE—JUST THE REFERENCE)
What is the gospel and what impact does it have on my life?

The first 11 chapters he answers the question, What is the gospel and what impact does it have on my life?
What’s the gospel story? What’s the good news of Jesus Christ?
The first part of Romans is the story of brokenness. We are born into this world unrighteous and unworthy to stand before God. And yet God, because he is rich in mercy and because he loves his people, he sends Jesus Christ, God’s son, to secure salvation for his people. He does this by living a sinless life and dying a sinner’s death in our place. 
So God invites all of us to receive freely what he has secured forever in Jesus, which is righteousness and grace and mercy. And so the first half of Paul's letter, really more than half, is focused on this question “What is the gospel and what impact does it have on my life?”
But then in chapters 12 through 16, he shifts the focus, moving from What impact does it have on MY life? to answering the question, 
(ON SCREEN )
Romans 12-16 (NOT THE VERSE—JUST THE REFERENCE)
What impact does the gospel have on those in my life?

What impact does the gospel have on those in my life? How does the Gospel impact our relationships with other people?
And we just spent 4 weeks in Romans 12, looking at this Gospel impact, the virtues of the Christian life, that the Gospel doesn't just give us salvation, it produces a new way of living among other people. 
And then in chapter 13, Paul shifts the focus again—still focusing on the question of how the gospel impacts our relationships—but more specifically answering the question of how does this Gospel reshape the way Christian should live underneath governing authorities. 
And this is a super important question that some of us probably don't want to talk about, Right? I know it’s tough to preach about. But it's an incredibly helpful question to consider what the Bible says about being a citizen of God's kingdom while at the same time being citizens of a nation here on Earth. 
TITLE SLIDE: 
Citizens of 2 Different Kingdoms: How to Live Today in Light of that Day
Romans 13:1-14
And though Romans 13 doesn't give us everything, it does give us a lot to consider as we think about how the Gospel reframes our citizenship under whatever authorities are currently in our lives and even how the Gospel reframes our actual politics. 
See the Bible has a “political theology”, if you will. But maybe not like one you were hoping for, or one that aligns with who you may vote for in November. The political theology of the Bible tells us that God alone is King. And that he alone is worthy of our worship and our praise and our allegiance and our obedience. 
And that’s where Paul was just taking us in Romans 1 through 11. Jesus is king, he has resurrected over Satan, sin, and death. He has triumph over the powers and authorities of this world. And those who are in Christ have a brand new political allegiance. Our ultimate allegiance is not to any nationality, any emperor, or any earthly authority. Our allegiance is to king Jesus. 
So 3 points this morning. And I’ve framed them around what I believe are the 3 types of people or the 3 types of citizens Paul is calling the Christians in Rome to be and likewise what God is calling us to be while we are citizens of two different kingdoms.
(ON SCREEN)
1. Law-Abiding Citizens (Romans 13:1-7)
In these first 7 verses Paul is calling us to be law-abiding citizens.
Let’s look at the first 3 of those 7 verses. 
(Verses 1-3 ON SCREEN)
Paul says, let everyone submit to the governing authorities. And then he goes on to say, those who resist are resisting God. 
I’m sure when you hear these words so many things come to mind. Maybe what it would have been like for the Christians in Rome to be reading this? Right? What, if any, applications does it have for us today? 
See when we read this we have to consider that the storyline of scripture takes place across a range of various political structures, and the political structure of Rome was different from the political structure of Egypt. The political structure of Egypt was different from the political structure of Babylon. And certainly the political structure of all of these places are different than the United States in 2024. 
So the story of scripture of God’s people is taking place in different times in different places and under different governing authorities. 
And because of this I think a faithful interpretation of this passage to the Christian today is to view it, not as commands to follow blindly in every single situation, but rather as principles that should be followed situationally. 
In the same way that wisdom principles in the Old Testament address best case scenarios I think we see that here to some degree as well. All things equal–this is the way that you should behave.
(Verses 1-3 ON SCREEN) 
Here’s what I mean: Verse 3 says “For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.” But what if rulers are terrors to good conduct? What if instead of our leaders restraining evil they encourage it or even worse they exercise it themselves? 
What about Corrie Ten Boom or Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the Christian church in Nazi Germany? Is their resisting in disobedience to God’s word because they resisted somebody like Hitler? 
What about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that were told to bow down to the idol of King Nebuchadnezzar. Or the story of Daniel in the lion's den who wouldn’t stop praying even though it was against the law. Were they in disobedience to God?
Well of course not! Paul says, yes we are to submit to governing authorities because there is no authority except from God. So we submit to the degree that allows us as Christians to be models for what is good, for what is true, for what is beautiful. And yet, when the Caesars of that age, or any age, say, you must do this, and it is clearly in contradiction to God’s word, then we choose to obey God’s word over those authorities.  
But Paul also clearly says that because the governing authorities of our world have been ordained by the God who governs the whole world—and he has entrusted them for a moment, and for a season—-because of that we can exercise proper citizenship and submission.
And that means that the Christians in Rome and Christians in the United States 2000 years later can’t be flippant with obeying governing authorities of our country or in our state or in our city because they have not been flippantly ordained. And I don't always know why, and you may not know why, but the truth is they have. 
See, a Christian in Rome might have been tempted to say, you know what, because Nero is so wicked, I don't really have to listen to him and all his laws. 
If Nero is going to persecute and even kill Christians, then I’m going to go 15 miles an hour on my camel when I fully know the speed limit is 5 miles an hour. Right? 
But Paul said, hold on. Stealing or killing or speeding, or breaking any law is still bad.
And even if Nero is willing to kill Christians in the Coliseum, he is still right to punish those who speed through the marketplace, because it's bad. And we don't want to live in a world where people are free to just steal whatever they want, or kill whoever they want, or even speed as fast as they want. That type of civilization would be complete chaos and disorder.
But again, he’s not saying to obey them in all things either, he’s saying “submit to them and be reminded that they have an authority in your life, but not the ultimate authority that king Jesus has.”
Listen, when you walked into this auditorium, if you have a relationship with Jesus, you walked in as the Son or daughter of the most high King. That is your primary identity above anything else. But that identity, that relationship, shapes every other relationship–your relationship to your family, to your neighbors, to your city and state, and to your country. Any place where you could be called a member or a citizen. And as a citizen of the kingdom of God, this identity shapes your citizenship anywhere else. Do you get that?
OK, Moving on.
(Verse 3-4 ON SCREEN)
Verse 3 says, “Do you want to be unafraid of the one in authority? Then do what is good.” and then now in verse 4 Paul says, “if you do wrong, be afraid.” Unafraid–do good. Do wrong–be afraid. 
Does that make sense? The guy on his camel going 5 miles an hour in a 5 miles an hour zone is not riding with the same kind of fear as someone riding his camel 15 in a 5. Paul says if you want to be unafraid of the one in authority then do what is good. And that means do what is lawful.
(Verse 4 ON SCREEN)
And it’s the government that bears the responsibility to protect its citizens from lawbreakers, and they are given the sword, or the gun, or something much bigger, for that reason.
If governments allow injustice to thrive and for the strong to trample over the weak—then they are failing at their God-given jobs. One of government’s jobs is to promote the good--the general welfare--of their citizens. And that’s certainly how healthy governments have been viewed throughout history. 
That’s in our own Constitution, right? “We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity.”
(Verse 4 ON SCREEN)
And Paul here too is describing how the governing authorities are supposed to rule. They are intended to serve our "good". But not just that, authorities have the right to punish wrongdoers—punish those who violate its laws. 
And LISTEN, I don’t have to understand or even agree with the laws. 
But you should still pay your taxes and drive the speed limit and not park illegally. This seems like a silly thing to say, right? 
Guys, I am a Pastor and at work I’m a Publisher. I am not a lawmaker. And to be quite honest with you, I don't even know how traffic laws get made. Somebody, somewhere, is making up laws and says, you can’t park in front of Jeremy’s coffee shop for more than 2 hours. And if you do then you have to pay $3. 
Why? Again, I do not know. But for whatever reason, God has led these leaders of the city of Murfreesboro to say, this is the appropriate amount of money to pay if you park more than the appropriate amount of time to park. And maybe if I knew all that they did, and could see all that they could see, then maybe I'd say, “You know what? That makes total sense.” But these decisions have not been entrusted to me and for good reason. And so I do my best to follow the laws of the city of Murfreesboro. 
Now …  if there was a big sign out in front of City Church when we got out here this morning, and it said, “The City of Murfreesboro restricts City Church from gathering to worship Jesus.”
Your elders would be the first to say, well, we're not going to be obeying that law. You can lock the doors, but we're going to worship Jesus somewhere. That's a law we’re not going to obey, because it calls into question a fundamental commitment that we have that goes beyond the commitment we have to the government. 
But in everything else, Paul says “submit.”
(Verse 5 ON SCREEN)
And he reiterates it again in verse 5, “Therefore, you must submit. Not only because of wrath —- In other words, we submit to authorities not only because you want to stay out of trouble–because we don’t want to experience the wrath of not submitting to the authorities—-but we also submit because of our conscience. Because we recognize that they are God’s servant and submitting to them is also an issue between you and God. And likewise, disobeying that authority is disobedience to God. Do you get that?
Paul's radical principle is: we obey our government out of our Christian conscience, out of our obedience to God alone–not because we think we’re going to get in trouble. 
And this is radical, because on the one hand, we are law-abiding citizens even when there are no consequences, because our motivation is obedience to the God who established the government. 
So we don’t tell the truth to the government about what we owe on our taxes only because we fear we might get caught if we don’t; we don’t go the speed limit because Waze tells you there’s a cop up ahead, we do so because we worship a God of truth, and we fill out our taxes and we follow the traffic laws as an act of worship to God who sees everything. 
(Verse 6 ON SCREEN)
Paul continues Verse 6—for this reason we pay taxes to those we owe taxes and tolls to those we owe tolls.
I think too often we tend to focus on all the controversial stuff the government does, but the vast majority of government work, whatever political party your leaders belong to, provides things we need and should be grateful for-–things like the roads we drive on, services like 911, National defense. This work is good work for our good, and for that reason we pay taxes.
Paul says, because King Jesus is alive we can pay taxes to Caesar. This isn’t about if we think it is right or wrong to go to war—or if we agree or disagree with the stances of those in government. 
(Verse 6-7a // through “tolls to those you owe tolls” ON SCREEN)
Paul is just saying we can pay our taxes to the authorities because they are God’s servants. Again, you can submit yourself to authorities because God put them there and he is the one who has the ultimate authority.
This passage is likely alluding to a discussion Jesus had in the gospels with the Pharisees and Herodians when they approached Jesus, trying to trick him, by asking him whether or not they should pay taxes. 
You remember what happened? 
See, in those days when you paid taxes you were paying taxes to the Roman authorities. And the Roman authorities were not like the IRS. When you paid taxes to them, what were you paying for?
You were paying for Caesar’s lifestyle. You were paying the salaries of the soldiers who carried out oppression and persecution of your people.
So, if Jesus says yes, they should pay taxes, then he could be saying they should give money to help sponsor oppression— and that would make a lot of Jewish zealots really mad. But if he says, “No, don’t pay taxes,” then the Herodians would probably want to have him arrested for insurrection. But he couldn’t say nothing at all. 
So Jesus asks them to show him one of the coins and asked whose image was on it? They said, “Caesar.” And what did Jesus say? Do you remember?
“Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, but to God what is God’s.” 
And with this reply Jesus acknowledges the legitimacy of human government—it has the right to require taxes and we have the responsibility to pay. But, at the same time, holding to the understanding that everything ultimately belongs to God. 
So give Caesar the tax because his image is on the coin, but give God your all because his image is stamped on you, which is your ultimate identity. Do you get that?
So now back to Romans—Paul says to pay your taxes and tolls, Why? Because the gospel has freed you from the love of wealth. The gospel has freed you from being dishonest. So you don't have to lie about your taxes. You can live with a clean conscience and render unto Caesar what belongs to him. Are you seeing this?
(Verse 7 ON SCREEN)
And then at the end of verse 7 Paul cranks it up another level saying, “not only pay your taxes” — and this one is probably a tough one for many of us … but pay “respect to those you owe respect, and honor to those you owe honor.”
I saw in several places that suggested that Paul would have expected Caesar (or maybe someone on his behalf) to read this letter, so Paul wants to make it super clear that his intentions are not to overthrow the government, but to show honor and respect.
This was never Paul’s objective. It was clearly not Jesus’s objective either. Remember Jesus telling Peter to put his sword away before Jesus was arrested? Or all the times Jesus communicated a vision for loving our enemies?
Our role is not to overthrow human governments. To influence? Yes. To engage in the political process? Yes. To rebuke leaders for evil acts and decisions? Yes. But freak out when your guy isn’t in power or to make an idol out of a political party? No. 
We don’t have to be distressed when our guy isn’t in power. The early church never had their guy in power. 
We can find positions and decisions a president makes as wrong (again … Nero, right?), while at the same time showing honor and respect.  
Guys, I love this country. This country and the freedom we have is a good gift from God. But I cannot put my ultimate hope in this country–in its leaders–or any of its documents. Because America is not the apex of what God is doing or is going to do. Our ultimate hope was never there. It’s in the finished work of Christ. 
I know that’s a lot, and I hope you’re still with me. But before we move to the 2nd point I think it would be helpful for you to have a some practical handles coming out of this tough subject. So 5 quick takeaways:
(ON SCREEN) 
5 Takeaways 
1. Submit
2. Pray
3. Obey
4. Rest
5. Engage

1. Submit: 
a. Submit to governing authorities, acknowledging God's design for them, and thank God for all the good that is done through them.
2. Pray:
a. Pray for those in leadership–we find this in 1 Timothy chapter 2. Avoid being the kind of Christian who spends more time criticizing than praying. Or, avoid being the kind of Christian who spends more time making fun of than praying for.
3. Obey:
a. Be a good citizen. Pay taxes. Obey the law. Be respectful. Live with a clear conscience before God. And serve your city and country for the common good.
4. Rest:
a. Rest in the goodness of God. We can have peace and hope because God is sovereign, so make your ultimate allegiance to King Jesus.
5. Engage:
a. Engage the political process. A couple of things here I want to flesh out some with Engage. 
b. First, we have mechanisms in place that didn’t exist in 57AD Rome. One is that Paul didn’t live in a voting democracy--the Emperor was the absolute Ruler. 
c. But we have that freedom. “We the people” sit in the ruler’s chair, and that means we bear the responsibility for how authority is used. 
d. Also, we have freedom of religion and freedom of speech. Yes, there are cracks in the foundation that we need to be aware of and pay attention to. But we still have the freedom to say—and to say loudly, when something is evil. And we don't want it. And we don't think our country will be better with it. And we don't think our culture will profit from it. That is okay for Christians to say with their voice and with their vote, I'm going to submit to the governing authorities, but I'm not going to be silent in the face of evil.
Now I want to say something here—something I’m willing to say is just my opinion. 
I don’t think, and I could be wrong, that the best way to Engage and to use your voice, and to change people’s minds, is through unfiltered political rants on social media. 
For me at least, I think that some people overestimate how their political commentary and opinions on social media can bring glory to the name of Christ. When we do this and we even attach Christ’s name to it then we’re communicating that the best way for Christians to have godly influence and to bring fame to the name of Christ—is not by inviting someone into your home or in being a part of a community that is counter-cultural in showing love, but instead with fiery political posts on Facebook. 
We’re also in danger of communicating that our politics are the most important way we can shape the world around us. And that’s—again just my opinion—is just not true. 
Of course this is not to say that there’s no place for speaking up for what’s going on in politics. We need to. But if your political presence on social media has created a chasm between your relationships with your parents or with your children or with your neighbors or co-workers, what actual good is that? 
This text couldn’t have come at a better time. And it probably couldn't have come on a better Sunday with the debate on Thursday. Guys, we’re headed into a season where relationships, both inside the family of God and relationships to those outside–those without a faith in God, are at major risk of being permanently damaged. Again, political conversations are good to have, and I would argue they are very important in some contexts. For example, I think we can and we should talk about the debate. But how we choose to go about that is so incredibly important. Are you honoring God with your words? Are you honoring others? All I’m asking is if you chose to use your voice on social media, to please be careful.
OK, that’s it. Let’s move on. 
2. Loving neighbors (Romans 13:8-10)
Point 2 —Paul is also calling us to be loving neighbors
He’s coming back to where we’ve been the last few weeks in chapter 12. 
Paul moves out of this section of our obligation to the government to pay whatever debt we owe to now verse 8 that says that there’s a debt to our neighbor that we can’t ever fully pay—a love-debt.
Let’s read it. Paul says, 
(Verse 8-10 ON SCREEN)
8 Do not owe anyone anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, Do not commit adultery; do not murder; do not steal; do not covet; and any other commandment, are summed up by this commandment: Love your neighbor as yourself. 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor. Love, therefore, is the fulfillment of the law.
This is a fascinating section of Scripture. Paul is communicating that every time we sin against one another, every time we break one of the Ten Commandments, it’s really because we’ve failed to love one another. And that's why Paul is listing the Commandments here. 
The Jewish Christians very much knew the Ten Commandments that Paul’s referencing—which to them is the pinnacle of God's moral instruction to them. And he says, these commandments and all the other commandments are summed up with this one commandment. “To love your neighbor as yourself.”
He’s saying, when we commit adultery, when we murder, when we steal, when we covet—we’re not practicing love.  
When we lie, we don't love each other with the truth. When we hate, we don't practice sacrificial love. When we gossip, we don't love each other with our words. When we resent, we don't practice a forgiving love. Love is a fulfillment of the law.
(Keep verses 8-10 ON SCREEN)
This is Paul quoting Jesus when Jesus says to those who asked him what is the greatest law, and Jesus says, it’s to love the Lord your God and love your neighbor as yourself. 
And here Paul is saying, if you want to love others, you will obey God's commands. And if you want to obey God’s commands, it’s as simple as loving others. The obedient thing is the loving thing; the loving thing is the obedient thing! 
There are things I try to tell my girls every night before they go to bed. Many of you who have kids probably do something similar. But what my brother tells his boys at night has always made me a little anxious. He tells them that they are going to “change the world”. And I think that when I’ve heard that I’ve been like “well, who knows if his boys are ever going to be in the position to change the world. I mean, that’s a lot of pressure on this 7-year-old.”
But for some reason this passage made me wonder if I’m thinking about that in the wrong way. I’m tempted to think the most significant change in the world always happens on this really big global scale. And if I want to influence that big change then I’m going to have to influence in a really big way—and be in a really big position. 
But I think Paul is showing us that changing the world can happen where we’re at– at the local level of just loving those around us and then watching how it multiplies from there. 
At the end of every service isn’t that what we say?—Go and multiply the Gospel?
Guys, there are big things going on in the world today. And right now you may be anxious because you feel like there’s nothing you can do about those big things—who’s going to be the next president or all the injustices that are going on around the world. And in some sense, I get that. But there is something you can do to change the world where you’re at now. There’s something you can do in your neighborhood. There’s something you can do in your city. 
(Verse 8 ON SCREEN)
Paul says “You could owe no one anything except love.” And I think sometimes we minimize the impact of just ordinary faithfulness like loving people and then sitting back and watching God use that and multiply it.
You can love your wife well. You can love your enemies well. You can love the next generation well by serving in City Kids. Any change, if it’s going to be of lasting impact, starts with Loving God and Loving others. 
3. Light Bearers  (Romans 13:11-14)
Point 3 Paul is finally calling us to be light bearers
Let’s read the remaining verses in this chapter. Paul says,
11 Besides this, since you know the time, it is already the hour for you to wake up from sleep, because now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over, and the day is near; (That’s so beautiful, isn’t it? You’re starting to hear some end-time language) The night is nearly over, and the day is near; so let us discard the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk with decency, as in the daytime: not in carousing and drunkenness; not in sexual impurity and promiscuity; not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh to gratify its desires.
Paul now moves from addressing how the gospel should shape our thoughts on the government and our neighbors, but also how the gospel shapes our understanding of the temptations of this world knowing that Jesus is coming back. He says, “Wake up!” 
(Verse 11-12a ON SCREEN)
The hour has come and salvation is near. You can see the end-time emphasis in these verses. The night is going away and the day of glory is coming. 
This language is one of urgency. The entire Christian life—the hope that we have— is rooted in this understanding that Jesus is coming again.
The Christian hope is grounded in a future reality that the King of Kings and Lord of Lords is going to return, and he is going to make all the wrong things right. And he's going to make all the sad things come untrue.
And that means we are people that are marked with this urgency to bring the gospel to the lost and dark places of this world because the time between now and the end of the world is closing in.
That’s part of the reason we are pushing IHOP so hard.
Specifically we are calling our church to practice this urgency by inviting people to church. By opening up your homes to those that don’t know Christ. By being obedient to the Spirit. And then proclaiming the Gospel to a world that needs to hear the good news of Jesus if they’ll just place that hope and their faith in Him. 
And Paul is saying that time of invitation is closing in and one day that door will be shut.
(Verse 12-13 ON SCREEN)
And I love the poetic language of the closing verses here. Paul says, “The night is nearly over, and the day is near, so let us discard the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.” He’s calling us to be light bearers here. And then he says what that means for us now. 
He says, to walk with decency—not in drunkenness or in sexual impurity or in fighting with each other or in all the ways we’re jealous of one another. Paul is saying, because the day is coming, we need to spiritually prepare ourselves to encounter God. 
And then in verse 14: we are to “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ." Other translations say to “Clothe yourself.” We must put on the armor of light and live with an awareness of our identity in Christ because the darkness still threatens us. So Paul tells us to put on or clothe yourself with the character of Jesus instead of engaging in sins of the flesh and of this age.
Listen, If you clothe yourself in a tuxedo or an formal dress, that’s probably going to have an effect on your behavior, right? I’m probably less likely to act-a-fool if I’ve got a tuxedo on. But if I forget what I’m wearing and start moving around as if I’m in athletic clothes, I’m going to look silly and I’m probably going to damage my tux! 
Paul is reminding the Christian in Rome and reminding us today what we are wearing. Or better yet, who we are wearing.
Guys, in everything you do, in your attitudes towards the government, in the way you love your neighbor, in the way you carry the light in the darkness—-remember who you are and whose you are! 
(Verse 14 on screen)
Paul says make no provision for the flesh. Instead, direct your mind to the beauty of Christ. One day soon he will dispel the darkness and erase sin once and for all, and we will no longer wrestle in these bodies of flesh. So live today in view of that coming day!
This is the kingdom that's coming, the world that's awaiting us. 
Listen carefully, He's saying, if you're going to live a certain way in the kingdom, then you should be living that way now because the kingdom is at hand and Jesus is resurrected and authoritative now. 
So is there a way that you think you're going to be living in the kingdom that you're not living now? Whatever that is—that’s what you need to change. 
Every day that passes is another day closer to Jesus coming back—the night is nearly over, and the day is near.
So Let us live today in light of that day!
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