
In The End – Rev 15:5-16:21 
Rev 15. We’re studying the book of Revelation to know what to expect in the days to 
come, and hold fast. Particularly in the days of The Great Tribulation. That brief period of 
time at the end of this age, when God judges the world just before his return. 
 
We’ve already seen some of that judgment in the 7 seals of chapter 6 and 7 trumpets of 
chapters 8-9; but God’s not done. In chapters 15-16 we find 7 more judgments. The bowl 
judgments at the end of The Great Tribulation. 
 
And we’re going to cover them in one shot. Two chapters in one sermon. I’m going to 
read the text and highlight some thoughts, and then apply some principles. Rev 15:1. 
 
The Text 
[1] Then I saw another sign in heaven [John says], great and amazing, seven angels with 
seven plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished. (ESV) This 
is it (15:1) for The Great Tribulation. John elaborates on some of the specifics in chapters 
17-19, but as far as the timeline goes, this is it. The last of God’s judgments. For with 
them the wrath of God is finished. 
 
But before he gets to the 7 plagues, he relates one more vision of heaven. In v2-4. Part of 
his reminders and warnings from chapter 14. We covered it last week. And if you’re just 
joining us, I’d encourage you to go back and watch. In fact, I’d encourage you to start at 
the beginning of the series. There’s so much we’ve already covered, and it’s all on our 
website. 
 
John sees 7 angels with 7 plagues in v1, and then says in v5 – After this [after his brief 
vision of heaven] I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was opened 
[the place of God’s presence], [6] and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the 
seven plagues, clothed in pure, bright linen, with golden sashes around their chests. 7 
angels from the presence of God, with the authority of God. Golden sashes.  
 
[7] And one of the four living creatures [God’s closest guardians] gave to the seven angels 
seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever, [8] and the 
sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no one 
could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished. 
Sounds a lot like Isaiah’s vision when the temple was filled with smoke, doesn’t it? A 
result of God’s holiness. 
 
But here, it’s a result of God’s wrath (7). The sanctuary was filled with smoke from the 
glory of God and from his power (8). Glory and power poured out in bowls full of wrath. 
God’s righteous anger for the ongoing sin of mankind. Including our unbelief and 
rejection of his authority. He’s had it. This is it because his wrath is great. 
 
And everything else takes a back seat. No one [can] enter the sanctuary, v8, no one can 
access him, until his wrath is poured out and satisfied. It’s that serious. 
 
[1] Then [John says; 16:1] I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, 
“Go and pour out on the earth [the whole world] the seven bowls of the wrath of God.” 
[2] So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful 
sores came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. 

It’s another indicator that the people of God, the church, won’t suffer all of God’s wrath. 
Some, but not all. And the wrath we do suffer is not punitive, but purifying. It’s not a 
punishment, but a means of sanctifying us. Just like now. We may suffer some of the ill-
effects of God’s wrath, but we’re not the target (16:2). And ultimately, we’re protected. 
Especially from this plague, thank God. Harmful and painful sores (2). Applying only to 
those who take the mark of the beast. 
 
[3] The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a 
corpse [lifeless], and every living thing died that was in the sea. Similar to the plague in 
Egypt when God turned the Nile River to blood, just before the Israelites were released. In 
fact, the whole vision draws from that event. As if to say, “God did it before, he’ll do it 
again.” Only bigger this time. And worse. Every living thing will die, in the ocean. Almost 
unimaginable. And certainly world-ending. 
 
[4] The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they 
became blood. [5] And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say, “Just are you, O 
Holy One, who is and who was, for you brought these judgments. [6] For they have shed 
the blood of saints and prophets, and you have given them blood to drink. It is what they 
deserve!” [The crime they commit is the punishment they receive.] [7] And I heard the 
altar saying, “Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are your judgments!” Possibly 
referring to the martyrs under the altar, like we saw in chapter 6. 
 
So first the oceans are contaminated, and then the rivers, the freshwater. All of it bearing 
the stench and taste of death, and all of it unfit for consumption. Bringing death to those 
who brought death. Blood to those who shed blood. Because it’s what they deserve (6). 
Sin deserves punishment. And there’s going to come a day when God’s mercy no longer 
holds it back. 
 
And lest you think it’s too much, lest you think death for death is too harsh, think again. 
Even the angel in charge of the water says otherwise. And those around the altar as well. 
With a firsthand view of God’s holiness, and a heavenly view of man’s sin. It’s not too 
much because God is just (7). True and just (7). Perfectly moral and perfectly fair. 
 
[8] The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people 
with fire. [9] They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of God who 
had power over these plagues. They did not repent and give him glory. 
 
It’s a foretaste of hell. A final warning of eternal judgment. And instead of turning to God 
and calling on him, they curse him. Instead of repenting and worshipping him, they rebel 
and reject him. And the only explanation, is that their hearts are hard (9). Hardened by 
the deceit of sin. So hard, that even divine scorching won’t change their mind. 
 
[10] The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast [the Antichrist], and its 
kingdom was plunged into darkness [a worldwide kingdom; and another harbinger of hell; 
darkness]. People gnawed their tongues in anguish [it says; presumably because the doom 
is so oppressive] [11] and cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores. [And then 
John says it again.] They did not repent of their deeds. 
 
Indicating that they could, but won’t. Blind with anger to match the darkness, they’ll curse 
him and die. 



That’s how hard the human heart can get. Including yours and mine if we’re not careful. 
 
Ø Then, in v12-16, we see Satan and his cronies trying to take advantage of all this, 
resulting in the famous Battle of Armageddon (12-16). 
 
[12] The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was 
dried up, to prepare the way for the kings from the east. [13] And I saw, coming out of the 
mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false 
prophet [the unholy trinity of Satan, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet], three unclean 
spirits like frogs. Possibly another reference to the east. Because the ancient Persians, 
from the area around the Euphrates, believed in a god who used frogs to do his bidding. 
 
Whatever the case, they’re unclean. Sinful. [14] For they are demonic spirits [v14], 
performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for 
battle on the great day of God the Almighty. The famous “day of the Lord” as it’s often 
said in Scripture. The time of his return and judgment. And we find out here, it includes 
deception and opposition (14). Deception by the demons and opposition from the world. 
 
And then Jesus himself interrupts the vision, in v15, with a warning and encouragement. 
[15] (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! [That’s the warning; his coming will be sudden. 
And then the encouragement.] Blessed is the one who stays awake [stays alert], keeping 
his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”) 
 
We can’t be certain about the connection, but there was an oral tradition in Jewish circles 
at the time, that if the captain of the temple found one of the guards asleep at night, his 
clothes were removed and he was sent away naked. Or, Jesus could simply be referring to 
our sleep patterns. 
 
Whatever the case, it’s a warning against complacency (15). An exhortation from Jesus, 
to be ready for the last days, and stay alert. 
 
Then, in v16, John returns to his vision about the demons and kings. [16] And they 
assembled them [the demons assembled the kings of the world] at the place that in 
Hebrew is called Armageddon. 
 
The plague here, the expression of God’s wrath, is drying up the Euphrates River in v12. 
Located to the east of Israel, in modern day Iraq. And while some people see this as 
explicitly literal, I don’t think so. 
 
Given the fact that the kings of the whole world are assembled (14), not just kings from the 
east, I think it’s symbolic for the removal of obstacles and restraints (12). Obstacles 
that prevent God’s enemies from attacking God’s people all over the world. And 
restraints, to prevent demonic spirits from influencing world leaders to make it happen. 
There’s going to come a time when God removes them. The result of which, is the Battle 
of Armageddon. More on that in a minute. First, the final plague. 
 
[17] The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the 
temple, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” [18] And there were flashes of lightning, 
rumblings, peals of thunder, and a great earthquake such as there had never been since 
man was on the earth, so great was that earthquake. [19] The great city was split into three 

parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God remembered Babylon the great, to make 
her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath. Just like we saw in chapter 14. 
 
And the great city here, also refers to Babylon I think. Not Jerusalem, like chapter 11, but 
the worldwide culture of sexual immorality and opulence, with which the Antichrist 
influences the nations and builds his empire. It’s split up. Shorthand for “destroyed” as 
we’ll see in chapter 18. And the cities of the nations along with it, v19. 
 
Bottom line? At the end of The Great Tribulation there’s going to be worldwide 
destruction, because of worldwide sin. And God won’t forget it. God won’t forget 
unrepentant sin (19). He won’t overlook it. He won’t forget his promise to make 
Babylon drain the cup of . . . his wrath (19). Destruction awaits. 
 
Including the earth itself. [20] And every island fled away [as a result of the great 
earthquake], and no mountains were to be found. [21] And great hailstones, about one 
hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they cursed God for the plague of 
the hail, because the plague was so severe. 
 
It’s the end of the end (20). The end of The Great Tribulation, the end of the world, and 
the end of the text. 
 
Which brings us to the . . . 
The Principles 
 
Starting with this: 
In the end, those who refuse to repent will suffer greatly – Don’t _______ . 
Not just in hell, but right here on earth. Choose to sin, choose to suffer. It applies right 
now, and it certainly applies later. From sores, death, and heat; to darkness, deception, and 
destruction. Hell on earth. With nowhere to run and nowhere to hide. 
 
All because people refuse to repent. Refuse to admit their sin and sinfulness, and ask God 
for forgiveness. Refuse to humble themselves and ask God for mercy. It’s almost hard to 
believe in the face of such suffering. But that’s what it says. (9,11) 
 
They will have resisted so long, and become so entrenched in their sin and thinking, their 
hearts will be hard. Hardened by the deceit of sin, and absolutely unwilling to repent. So 
much so, that instead of calling on God, they’ll curse him. Cuss him. Blaspheme. 
 
So whatever you do . . . 
Don’t wait. Don’t wait and flirt with disaster. Don’t trifle with God’s wrath. Turn to him 
now. Believe in him now. Surrender your heart and life and repent right now. Otherwise, 
your heart might become hard, and get exactly what you deserve. That’s the first principle. 
 
The second, is that . . . 
In the end, the whole world will oppose us – Don’t be ___________ . 
Everyone. Everyone, will oppose the church. Everyone, will see the church as public 
enemy #1. Everyone, will consider us the bane of their existence. The source of all their 
problems. And it doesn’t take much imagination to see it. It’s already started. From social 
media potshots to TV shows. Magazine articles to blogs. What used to be obscure is now 
overt. The opposition is overt against us. 



And at the end of The Great Tribulation, when the obstacles and restraints are removed, 
it’s going to peak. Satan and his lackeys will stir the pot, world leaders will jump on the 
bandwagon, and opposition will abound. Against all that we stand for and believe. All that 
we hold to and treasure. All that we have and are. 
 
Until finally, the world will take up arms against us. Do battle against us. 
 
And it will go down John says, at a place called Armageddon. A word that means “Mount 
Megiddo.” And seems pretty straightforward. 
 
Except there is no such place. There was a city named Megiddo. In the plains of northern 
Israel. But no such place as Mount Megiddo. Nor is the area around Megiddo large 
enough to accommodate a clash of the world’s armies or people. 
 
But Megiddo was the place in the course of biblical history, where God’s people often 
fought their enemies. From the Egyptians in the south to the Assyrians in the east. 
 
So John probably cites it as a symbol. A symbol of the final showdown. The peak of the 
opposition. Worldwide. A global combat zone where the world’s opposition to the church 
comes to a head. I think that’s the idea of Armageddon. Mount Megiddo. 
 
And John tells us about it, to prepare us. To forewarn us that the whole world will oppose 
us, so that we’re not complacent and exposed. Caught off guard or alarmed. 
 
Don’t be alarmed. It won’t just feel like the whole world is against us, it will be. 
Literally. And to the extent you expect it, you’ll be ready. Knowing that God is firmly in 
control, no matter what the opposition. 
 
And last . . . 
In the end, the world as we know it will end – Hold __________ .  
From the predominant culture of sin and idol worship, to the landscape and most of those 
who inhabit it. The earth will shake, islands will move, and mountains will fall. Bringing 
an end to life as we know it. An end to the earth as we know it. The world as we know it. 
 
And if you’re holding on for dear life, if you consider this your home, you’re going to be 
sorely disappointed. Maybe even distracted. Distracted from Jesus. Distracted from 
heaven. Distracted from the unshakable kingdom that’s already ours. 
 
So whatever you do, hold loosely. Hold fast to God, and loosely to this world. Loosely to 
the things that will pass away. Loosely to the things that are seen. For the things that are 
seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. (2 Cor 4:18) 
 
3 principles, 2 chapters, and one hope. The hope of eternity. 
 
Prayer – God, forgive us for acting like this is our home. Living for now instead of 
eternity. Holding tight to all that’s wrong, and letting go of all that’s right. Forgive us. 
Hear our prayers of repentance, and find us ready for all to come. 
 
You Are Loved 
 

 
 
 


