
Holy, Holy, Holy      Isaiah 6:1-7 
 
 
Isaiah background: The book is considered a major prophet, based on the content of the 
book, 66 chapters. Isaiah Prophesied some 700+ yrs. before Christ. It has some of the 
most well-known passages in the Bible; Chap. 9; 53  
 
And Isaiah 6 is a passage that I have long been fascinated with. This is a passage that is 
truly incredible to consider. AND It does us good to slow down and let our feeble minds 
take in this brilliant, and overwhelming scene revealing who our God truly is.  
 
God is far greater and more gracious than we could ever imagine. 
Isaiah 6:1-7 
In the year that King Uzziah died (reigned for 52 yrs., a long time of stability; mostly 
good) I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe 
filled the temple.(God was overwhelmingly present and inescapable)  2 Above him stood 
the seraphim(angels, blazing ones). Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and 
with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.(much could be said here; the thought 
is their face is covered as to shield theirs eyes from God’s blazing holiness, and their feet/ 
body is covered as a sign of humility and respect before its creator) 3 And one called to 
another and said: 
 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
 
And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him (seraphim)who called, 
and the house was filled with smoke. (as a result of the calling of the seraphim, the place 
shook and was overwhelmed by smoke, perhaps incense, perhaps it was a type of cover to 
protect Isaiah from the full brunt of the glory of God) 5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am 
lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; 
for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 
 
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken 
with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched 
your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 
 
Vision explanation: 
There is a lot going here. And it’s pretty amazing and overwhelming.  
At the beginning of his ministry as a Prophet of God, God grants Isaiah the ability to see 
him as he really is. 
 
God pulls back the curtain of the unseen world. God shows Isaiah the greater reality at 
play…his majestic throne room. God powerfully reveals to Isaiah who he is.  
 
Man needs God to tell us who he is. We need God to show us. Without God revealing 
himself, we would never truly know God.  
 
Certainly, generally, man can know there is a Creator who fashioned creation. But that 
general knowledge alone doesn’t lead to a proper name and understanding of that Creator.  
 

Only God can speak and educate man about His divine glory. What he is like. What he 
approves of and what he doesn’t.  
 
A focus on ourselves, knowing ourselves, only happens after a clear understanding and 
knowledge of God. Many times, we don’t see ourselves clearly because we don’t see God 
clearly. Our discipleship, our sanctification, always starts with exposure to God and not 
ourselves. 
 
And only with God’s specific revelation of himself can we begin to understand the 
greatness, the otherness, of who God is.  
Case in point in the verses before us this morning.  
 
And we need to do what Isaiah did and  
Behold His Glory (1-4) 
Behold, as in, pay attention to who God is. Take it in and be amazed. Stand in awe. Fall on 
your knees and be overwhelmed. Respond as those we see in Scripture when they come 
face to face with God. Overcome and undone. 
 
Behold his glory. Behold the shining brilliance of God’s revelation of himself. It’s what 
emanates from God. It’s the divine essence of who God is in all his holiness. (MOSES 
Ex.34, Mt Sinai, his face shone, people terrified). 
 
This is what Isaiah is given the opportunity to see. He is given a terrorizing vision into the 
throne room of God. The presence of God.  
It’s terrorizing because he sees God in his element. He sees him in fuller glory. And it’s 
too much. That is who God is…he is too much.  
 
Along Isaiah, it is good for us to rekindle a healthy and trembling fear of the One true 
God.  
 
Our idea of God is far too human. It’s way too small. We try and bring him down to our 
level so as to understand him. We ‘shrink” him down, so he’s manageable, safe, and fully 
understandable. Which he can’t be. 
  
 “in the beginning God created man in his own image, and man has been returning the 
favor ever since.”  Philosopher and poet, Voltaire said back in the 17th century. 
In our finiteness, we attempt to make God like us. We all do it. And most of the time we 
don’t even realize we are doing it.  
 
What Isaiah is not seeing is an old grandpa looking guy with a long beard and white robe. 
That is not God. That’s the god of a Far Side Comic Strip.  
 
God is not open to interpretation. 
God is not like us. He is not just a slightly nicer and bigger version of us. God is God 
alone. We are human beings; he is the Supreme Being and there is no one like him. 
 
And the first thing Isaiah sees is God… 

• As the Sovereign King (1a in the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord 
sitting upon a throne… 



So, what does Isaiah behold? What is Isaiah seeing? Does he actually see the Lord. 
Maybe. Not sure. 
Much speculation about how God revealed himself “God is spirit, and no one has ever 
seen God” John 1:18; 1 John 4:12.  Even speculation on where this vision took place.  
 
What’s important about this vision is that Isaiah truly sees God. And it has an incredible 
and immediate effect on his life and subsequent ministry. He was confronted with the 
reality of God. He beheld the glory of God. And it rocked his world.  
 
Whatever Isaiah is allowed to see, he knows that it’s God. And he sees him as THE King. 
It’s clear God is the reigning King.  
 
It is not by coincidence that this passage starts with an earthly king dying and the heavenly 
God on his throne. 52 yrs. is a long time for an earthly king, but he still died. His reign 
still ended.  
 
But not the Sovereign King of kings. His reign has no beginning, and it has no end.  
From eternity past to eternity future God sits in complete and perfect rule and reign over 
everything. 
 
God is sovereign. God has all power, control, and authority over his creation.  Nothing 
happens that hasn’t either been ordained or allowed by his gracious and good will. 
Nothing. Whether good or bad. Whether health or a disease. Whether sunshine or darkness 
of night. God is sovereign over all of it.   
God is not at the mercy of anything. Everything submits to him.  
That means, wherever you find yourself…He knows. And He has complete control of all 
of it—even in complete chaos, he is control.   
 
Isaiah also sees God… 

• As the Transcendent Lord (high and lifted up1b; holy, holy holy, v 3)  
His transcendences. His infinite separation from and elevation over everything.  
He is outside of time, space, and matter. He is above and beyond, making him fully 
independent of his creation. 
 
It’s true that we have the nearness of God in the person of Jesus Christ. The humanity of 
Jesus gives us Immanuel. Which is nothing short of miraculous. But I fear that we can 
forget and minimize the blazing otherness of God.  
The incarnation and the cross does not reduce or minimize God’s transcendence one iota.  
He has always been high and lifted up. He is transcendent. He is infinitely greater than 
everything that he has created. 
 
QUOTE by A.W.Tozer American pastor and prolific author during the 1900’s 
We must not think of God as highest in an ascending order of beings, starting with the 
single cell and going on up from fish to the bird to the animal to man to angel to cherub to 
God. God is as high above the archangel as above a caterpillar, for the gulf that separates 
the archangel from the caterpillar is but finite, while the gulf between God and the 
archangel is infinite.  
 
God isn’t on the top of any list. To be on the list is be like the things on the list…which he 
is not. He is the transcendent Lord. 

And Isaiah sees God… 
• As the Holy One “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory! And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the 
voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke.”  
 
One holy is not enough. Two isn’t either. The seraphim are making a statement of 
magnificent emphasis. And it’s not a matter of addition, but multiplication.  
Moral perfection x moral perfection x moral perfection. 
 
God is holy. Completely and totally separated from sin. He is unstained by anything that is 
not perfect and right. “God is light , and in him is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5) He is the 
Holy One. 
 
God’s holiness is the attribute of all attributes. All of God’s attributes find their perfection 
in God’s holiness. His holiness permeates all of his character. The beauty of the Lord (Ps. 
27:4) is to speak about the beauty of his holiness (Ps. 110.3) 
And how does Isaiah respond? He responds appropriately. 
 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 
Isaiah is overcome. And he’s undone. And he singles out his mouth. His speech.  
Perhaps because out of the heart the mouth speaks. And his mouth nor the mouths of the 
people proclaim the holiness of God like the seraphim do without fail.  
 
I also don’t think it’s a coincidence as a prophet of God/ the mouthpiece of God,  that he 
focuses on his mouth as being unholy.  
 
But regardless, in seeing God clearly, he sees himself clearly. It’s the only way to really 
see ourselves for who we are. Sinners who fall short of the glory of God.  
 
As he is before the face of God, he is fully exposed, and he is humbled.  
“Woe is me” is the only response for anyone who stands before the blazing holiness of 
God. Despair. Anguish.  
 
Notice what Isaiah doesn’t do; he doesn’t do what so many think they are going to do 
when they stand before God. Saunter into his presence. Tell God what’s up; tell him they 
have bone to pick with him; tell God how good they have been; boast in themselves.  
 
That type of thinking is delusional. That’s not happening 
 
Without the mercy and grace of God coming to us now, no one stands a chance in his 
presence then. We would not just feel lost but be eternally because of his divine judgment 
and wrath.  
 
The only hope Isaiah has; is God coming to him and extending divine grace and mercy.  
 
If you don’t think God’s grace exists in the OT, then let this passage be evidence to you 
that God’s grace is not just a NT thing.  There are not two Gods. Mean God in the OT and 
nice God in the NT—he is the same yesterday, today and forever. His graciousness is all 
over the OT. Right before us this morning.  
What everyone needs is what Isaiah needed.  



To… Be Purified by His Grace (5-7) 
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken 
with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched 
your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 
 
In the Bible, fire is often symbolic of God’s refining purification.  And it’s an element that 
can be both comforting and terrifying.  
 
I am sure Isaiah experienced a little bit of both when he saw the seraphim dive bomb him 
with a burning coal!  
 
God, in his holiness, God could have left Isaiah in his present state. Done nothing. Left 
Isaiah to his despair.  
 
But our God is a gracious God. And Isaiah gets what he does not deserve….he gets grace. 
God stoops low and purifies him with the purity of his holiness. God brings to him 
forgiveness, and purification.  
 
Do you see your need to be purified by his grace? … perhaps for the first time. Today. 

• To be declared holy. Justified. Set apart for God’s glory.  
This is what God has done in his work of justification. Christ’s righteousness is attributed 
to us, and we are declared righteous.  
 
If you are not his…this is what you desperately need. Right now.  
And the good news is that His grace is available. Right here. Right now.  
God is transcendent, but God, through Jesus is also near. Jesus is inviting you to repent 
and be purified by his grace.  
 
With God’s grace, there is no more guilt. No more shame. Your sin is atoned for. You are 
forgiven in Christ. Adopted by the heavenly Father.  
 
Without it, you will have nothing but despair when you step into God’s holy presence. 
Which is where every single person will eventually find themselves. Standing before God 
to be judged by either their righteousness or Christ’s. 
 
No more waiting. No more delay. Let today be the day of your salvation.  
 
And those of us who walk with Jesus, we still need to be purified. We still need… 

• To become holy. More sanctified. Today and Tomorrow.  
“you will be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy” God tells his people. He tells us.  
We pray often that our time on Sundays would save sinners and sanctify saints.  
As I close, let me ask you this morning, what do you need purified from? Where does 
God’s grace need to be applied so that you become more holy? 
 
This scene is truly a hard scene to imagine. But let me remind you that Coram Deo is not 
just the name of this church. It’s the reality of every second of our life.  
We live before the very face of God. He is ever present. His Holy Spirit indwells us. And 
we need to be purified. We need his grace to be become holy.  
 
Repent this morning. Receive the grace of God and have it applied to your sin.  

 
Right here and right now.  
 
Prayer:  


