
Baptism Celebration – 3/26/17 
Welcome to our Baptism Celebration; A total of 29 people are getting baptized this    

 weekend, and it’s always a joy 

 

But before we get to them, I want to take few minutes to tell you a few things about 

 baptism; 6 things to be exact; Starting with this . . . 

1. It’s an expression of belief 

Baptism is one of the main ways in the Bible, for us to say publicly, that we believe   

 personally; That we believe in Jesus; That we trust him by faith 

 

Each/every person getting baptized has admitted they’re a sinner in need of a Savior . . . 

 They believe that when Jesus died on the cross, he died for them . . . 

They’ve repented of their sin, asking God to forgive them . . . 

And have received him into their life, to live for him 

And baptism is an expression of all that 

 

Several times in the Bible you find statements like. . . 

 When they believed . . . they were baptized (Acts 8:12) 

And those who received his word were baptized (Acts 2:41)   

Why? To express their belief; To show their faith in Jesus 

By the very act of being baptized, each and every person is expressing their belief 

 

2. It’s a declaration of identity 

Identity as a child of God 

Having been united with him, through Christ, each and every person is saying – “I’m  

  his child; A part of his family” 

Like Gal 4:4-5 says – [4] When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son… 

  so that we might receive adoption as sons. 

 Each person being baptized has been adopted into God’s family***** 

And by being baptized, they’re declaring it 

 

3. It’s a proclamation of allegiance 

Allegiance to Jesus Christ, as Lord of their lives 

2 Cor 5:15 says – He died for all, that those who live might no longer live for     

  themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 

Jesus died so you and I would no longer live for ourselves, but for him – that he would 

  be Lord of our lives; And baptism is a proclamation of that allegiance 

“Jesus Christ is Lord of my life, and I’m not ashamed to proclaim it”***** 

That’s what each and every person is saying by being baptized 

 

4. It’s an act of obedience 

Just like any other act of obedience in the Bible, baptism is a part of working out your own 

  salvation with fear and trembling (Ph 2:12); Something we’re told to do 

Like the Apostle Peter said in Acts 2:38 – repent and be baptized every one of you 

And Jesus, in Mt 28:19 – Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing   

  them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

Which makes it an act of obedience; Jesus taught it, the apostles commanded it, and the 

  early church practiced it***** 

 

 

5. It’s a picture of salvation 

Salvation from judgment, and salvation in Christ 

 

It’s a picture of salvation from judgment, b/c 1 Pet 3 says that baptism corresponds to the 

  flood, and Noah’s deliverance from it 

Meaning that the waters of baptism represent God’s judgment in the waters of the   

  flood; And coming out of the water unscathed, pictures our deliverance fr judgment 

So baptism is a picture of salvation from judgment 

 

And, it’s a picture of our salvation in Christ 

 That due to our faith in him, and connection with him, and union with him – we are  

  delivered from judgment in him, just like Noah was delivered in the ark 

And then given new life in him, just like Noah was given new life on the earth 

 

So baptism is a picture of our salvation – an outward portrayal of what has already taken 

  place inwardly 

That we’ve been forgiven of our sin, saved from death, and assured of life 

 

And then last . . . 

6. It’s an opportunity for praise 

An opportunity to magnify and glorify the Lord for all that he’s done in saving you 

Like when David said to God in Ps 40:9-10 – I have told the glad news of deliverance 

in the great congregation; behold, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, O LORD. 

[10] I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; I have spoken of your 

faithfulness and your salvation; I have not concealed your steadfast love and your 

faithfulness from the great congregation. 

 

That’s praise; And that’s exactly what each and every person is doing by giving a verbal 

  testimony; They’re magnifying God’s work of salvation, all the more 

 Reinforcing what we see, with what we hear (Summary) 

 6 truths about baptism 

 

 All of which encourage other believers, challenge unbelievers, and glorify God 

Baptism encourages believers by reminding us of our walk with Christ, and our    

  salvation, and our commitment to him; Spurring us on 

It challenges unbelievers, those who don’t believe in Jesus, by revealing what God can 

  and wants to do in their lives 

If that’s you, I trust you’ll listen closely; B/c I’m going to give you an opportunity to  

  respond at the end 

 

And last, baptisms glorify God by pointing to the one who saved us in the first place 

 His work of grace in their lives 

 

 I hope that stirs your heart and increases your anticipation for all this 

And that your joy will be full as you watch and listen 

 

Pray – Lord, bless each and every person getting baptized; Impress on them and us, the  

 meaning and significance of it all; May this be a Spirit-filled time, for your glory and 

 our joy (Get in tank) 

 




