
Biblical Principles Of Parenting (Introduction) – Prov 22:6 

Prov 22:6: We’re starting a new series this weekend on parenting and raising kids 

 Part of our Built To Last theme that we started all the way back in September 

I thought about calling it – Pulling Your Hair Out and 50 Other Ways To Madness, but 

  wisdom got the better part of judgment . . . 

And I decided on something a bit more descriptive  

 

 But doesn’t it seem like that sometimes? (Intro) Doesn’t parenting feel like an exercise 

  in frustration some days? A constant draining of your batteries? And your patience? 

I think so; Not that it’s all bad; At its best, it’s awesome 

But in between the peaks, it’s trying, and taxing, and wearying 

Requiring supernatural help if we’re going to do it justice 

 

And that’s where this series comes in; B/c far too often, we not only don’t do it like God 

  wants, we don’t know how; We don’t know how to parent God’s way 

 Sometimes b/c we haven’t applied ourselves, and other times b/c we’ve never thought 

  about it; We just parent like our parents; And their parents; And their parents 

 Or, we react against our parenting, and let the pendulum swing the other direction 

Whatever the case, we end up parenting according to our own thoughts, and our own  

  ways, and completely miss God’s 

 

So we’re going to spend 5 or 6 weeks on this over the course of the next few months, with 

  the goal of living it out in our lives; The goal of reinforcing our best practices . . . 

 And changing our worst 

 

 And I want to start w/ the assumptions I’m making; Hoping you’re on the same page 

5 Assumptions 

1. You love and value your kids 

You intrinsically cherish them, and hold them dear; Like Jesus 

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the   

  kingdom of heaven.” (Mt 19:14); That’s value; That’s love 

 Summarized best by that age old chorus – Jesus Love The Little Children 

And I assume you feel the same; Even at your worst 

 

2. You consider your kids a gift from God 

Or as Ps 127:3 says it – children are a heritage from the Lord; A means of blessing us  

  from generation to generation; A means of perpetuating our lineage and impact 

A means of creating godly offspring as God says in Mal 2 (v15) 

Which means they’re a gift; Not a guarantee, but a gift; Formed by him in the womb,  

  and given in his timing for his purposes 

 

3. You want to raise your kids God’s way 

I’m not speaking in this series to those with an attitude of suspicion regarding the    

  precepts of the Bible; I’m speaking to those with an attitude of assent 

 Those who accept the truth of God’s Word, and want it more and more 

 Those who take seriously the biblical admonition to raise their kids 

Not that you don’t have questions, but that you’re looking for answers, and trust God’s 

  Word to provide them 

 So this isn’t going to be an apologetic to try to convince you that God’s way is best, but 

  a presentation of what it is 

4. Some of you don’t have kids, but still want to learn 

B/c you might have them yourself someday; Or you know people who do have kids, and 

  want to be ready to help them, and bless them, and sympathize with them 

 Or maybe you just want to know everything you possibly can about the mind of God;  

  Just b/c it’s God; Just b/c it’s his Word; His truth; His way 

Just b/c you want to think like him more and more; And grow in his perspective and his 

  wisdom no matter what the topic 

 Would that not be reason enough to learn something that doesn’t apply directly to you? 

I think so; And I hope that’s your mindset 

 

5. Some of you have parenting regrets 

You hurt, b/c you’ve failed; You’ve failed at parenting; You’ve failed at raising your kids 

  God’s way; You dropped the ball . . . 

When it came to instilling the discipline and instruction of the Lord in them 

Maybe b/c you didn’t even know the Lord back then; Or you were too busy pursuing  

  your career; Or too lazy to work at it 

Or maybe you thought their development and upbringing would take care of itself 

Whatever the case, you ache b/c it didn’t turn out well, and you regret it terribly 

 

If that’s you, I want you to know right now, that God’s grace is sufficient for that 

God’s mercy and God’s love and God’s blood covers that just like any other sin or   

  failure in your life 

And can even compensate for it in the lives of your adult kids; He can 

 

And if you’re open about it, he will use your testimony of failure in the lives of others 

Especially so, as you share your regret for an opportunity lost, and urge them to seize  

  theirs; He can use it; And will 

If you acknowledge it, and repent of it, and share it (Summary) 

 

Those are the assumptions w/ which I’m approaching this series; And hope that u are too 

 

 With that in mind then, I want to talk a little bit about this verse, and a lot about    

  proverbs in general; I’ll start with this verse 

Prov 22:6 is the foundation for this entire series; Train up a child in the way he should 

  go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. 

Each message is going to be based on the outworking of that verse; On the implications 

  and application of what it means 

What it means to teach them, impart to them, and develop in them – the knowledge,  

  skills, and wisdom for how to live; How they should go or proceed in life 

 

Every message; B/c that’s the key to the 2
nd

 part of the verse; Train up a child in the way 

  he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. 

 She will not deviate from it; They won’t forsake it; They’ll continue to abide by it 

 That’s the result, of fulfilling the prerequisites, the first part; They’ll stay the course 

 

 But I want you to understand before we get to that, that this verse is not a promise 

Prov 22:6 is not a mathematical equation – “If I do A, then B is guaranteed; If you   

  rub my lamp, I’ll grant your wish;” That’s not how it works; It’s not a promise 

 

Rather, it’s a proverb; Something that’s generally true; Something that’s usually true 



If you satisfy the conditions – most of the time the result will pan out; That’s the idea 

And I say that, b/c that’s the idea of most proverbs in the Bible 

The most notable exceptions being the ones where God is involved; Where he does 

 something; Like Prov 15:3 

The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good. 

That’s always true; God is everywhere, and always watching 

But short of things like that . . . 

A biblical proverb is a principle of life that’s generally true 

It’s not a promise, but a likelihood; It’s generally true; And I want to spend the rest of our 

 time on this, b/c many of the principles of parenting come from the Proverbs 

And far too many people end up devastated or disillusioned, b/c they get them wrong 

Devastated, b/c they wrongly assume that the sinful lifestyle of their teenage son or young 

 adult daughter, is their fault 

“I must have trained them poorly; I must have done a bad job of raising them” 

B/c they certainly departed from what I taught them 

And they end up devastated by guilt that’s not theirs to carry 

Or, they get disillusioned; Thinking that God’s Word isn’t true after all 

“What gives? I did everything right, and look what happened; My kid went off the deep 

 end anyway; Can the Bible be trusted? Is it really true?” 

And before you know it, disillusionment sets in, causing them to question everything 

 about the Scriptures 

It’s either devastation or disillusionment often times, and neither is warranted 

 Especially when you consider that Adam and Eve fell into sin, with the God himself as

their parent; If it can happen to him, it can happen to anybody

And what about Adam and Eve themselves? One of their sons killed a sibling; With

 God himself as their instructor and example 

Or Jacob and Rachel, one of the Patriarchs of our faith; Whose sons sold one of their 

 own into slavery 

And Eli, the high priest in Samuel’s day; Whose sons were full of debauchery/deceit 

The point being, wayward kids can happen to the best of us; And if it does, devastation or 

 disillusionment need not be the result 

B/c a biblical proverb is a principle of life that’s generally true . . . 

 But not absolute

And I say that, not just b/c that’s the idea of a proverb, or b/c the Bible itself contains

 examples to that effect . . . 

But b/c we’re raising kids, not robots; Little people, who grow into big people, and have 

a will of their own; Choosing to do what they want 

IOW our actions as parents are not absolutely, 100% deterministic 

Just b/c we fulfill our end of the bargain, the first part of the verse, doesn’t mean they 

 will fulfill theirs, the 2
nd

 part 

It works that way most of the time, thank God; But not always 

B/c when you get right down to it, it’s a heart issue, not an equation 

Biblical proverbs are generally true, but not absolute 

 And our life experience with other proverbs proves the point as well

Like Prov 10:22 – The blessing of the LORD makes rich, and he adds no sorrow with it.

Similar to v4 right here in ch22 – The reward for humility and fear of the LORD is

 riches and honor and life. 

Have you ever met a humble, godly Christian who’s poor? Or one who died 

 prematurely? I have 

And I’ve definitely met rich believers with plenty of sorrow and heartache in their lives 

Proving the point once again, that proverbs are not meant to be absolutes 

 What’s more, the Bible itself bears that out; Take for instance Prov 12:21 – No ill

befalls the righteous, but the wicked are filled with trouble.

No ill befalls the righteous; Really? B/c Jesus said to his disciples in Jn 16:33 – In the

 world you will have tribulation. You will have ill 

And the believers in Heb 10 experienced it; They endured [it says] a hard struggle with 

 sufferings, sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction (v32-33) 

Hardship and ill definitely befell the righteous 

Or how about the church in Smyrna, modern day Turkey? 

To whom Jesus said in Rev 2:10 – Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the 

devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten  

days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of 

life. I’d say that qualifies as ill 

Showing once again, that proverbs are meant as general truths, not promises 

Likelihoods, not absolutes; Including Prov 22:6 (Summary) 

 So let me encourage you to do 3 things in preparation for this series:

1. Guard your heart from devastation and disillusionment; Think rightly about this

proverb

2. Manage your expectations for the life your kids will lead; It’s not a promise, it’s a

likelihood

3. Solidify your commitment to do everything you can to train them well; Even if it

means changing your ways; Make the commitment

B/c if you’re going to have any hope of experiencing the second part of this verse, and all 

the joys that come with it, you have to satisfy the first; That much, is absolute 

Pray – Lord, would guard our hearts and prepare our hearts for this? Would you do a 

work in each and every person, regardless of their station in life? And would you 

literally change the generations to come, b/c of it? 




