
Children’s Ministry Buddy
Job Description

First Presbyterian Church is a vibrant Christian community located in Richmond,
Virginia where all are welcome. The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to inspire
faith in Jesus Christ, nurture disciples of Jesus Christ, and to serve the world God loves
to the glory of God. In our life together, we seek to be grounded, growing and generous
followers of Jesus. We are committed to respecting one another and are strengthened
and inspired through worship, study, prayer, and service.

First Presbyterian Church aspires to nurture the spiritual life of children, youth,
and families in dynamic, holistic and creative ways. We seek a program that values and
supports families, creates a compassionate and inclusive community where all children
and youth feel welcome, known and loved; and enables children, youth, and families to
grow together in faith and love. The journey of discipleship is a life-long process and we
grow together in stages, valuing every person, child and adult, wherever they are in
their faith.

Our vision is to provide a Children’s Ministry where everyone:
○ Feels safe. Everyone is cared for while in our midst. We value our children,

staff and volunteers and we use our Child Protection Policy and volunteer
training to protect all.

○ Feels valued. Everyone is a unique child of God. We seek to be a diverse
community where children can be themselves and express themselves
openly and honestly while also growing in respect and care for others.

○ Feels loved. Everyone is important. The deepest desire of our program is that
every child knows they are loved and grows in love for one another.

○ Feels led. God speaks to us in our own hearts, through the wisdom of
community, and through the revelations in scripture and tradition. All are
encouraged to grow in wisdom and strength by listening to their own hearts
and by listening for the voice of God in others.

Children’s Ministry Buddy
A Children’s Ministry Buddy is a contracted employee who provides child-specific

guidance and support to neurodiverse children in our congregation in order that they
enjoy full participation in faith formation and other programming of FPC Children’s
Ministry. These persons shall:

● Support the vision of First Presbyterian Church Children’s Ministry.
● Use professional experience and skills to facilitate and encourage participation of

neurodiverse children in church programming.
● Utilize specific knowledge of each child’s strengths and growing edges to best

engage faith formation programming.
● Be an advocate for inclusion of neurodiverse children in programming and model

for neurotypical children with helpful language and teaching moments.



● Be responsible for the safety and participation of designated children for the
duration of programming (drop-off and pick-up from parent/guardian).

Responsibilities, hours and compensation
Children’s Ministry Buddies will coordinate a schedule to cover Sunday morning

shifts each semester (September-December, January-April, May-August) using a digital
link provided by FPC Richmond.

● Hourly rate is $20/hr, paid weekly.
● Sunday shifts will be from 9:30am-11:30am.
● CM Buddy pool of contracted employees will be responsible for maintaining

scheduling and filling shifts in the event of illness.
● Scheduled CM Buddies will be contacted by FPC Staff in the event of church

closure due to inclement weather.
● CM Buddies shall comply with all Child & Youth Protection policies in place at

FPC Richmond and will be required to pass a criminal background check prior to
employment.

● Children’s Ministry Buddies will report to the Children’s Minister.

Please contact Rev. Nicole Ball at nball@fpcrichmond.org to apply.

mailto:nball@fpcrichmond.org

