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Judge Qualifications & Expectations 

Purpose
Thank you for serving as a judge for the SC Region 1 Science Fair. Your expertise and professionalism ensure a fair, positive, and consistent experience for every student. As a judge, you play a vital role in upholding the standards of the Regeneron International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF).

Judge Qualifications by Division

	Division
	Minimum Qualifications
	Preferred Qualifications

	Elementary 

	Bachelor’s degree or ≥2 years of relevant experience
	Prior judging experience

	Middle School 
	Bachelor’s degree or ≥4 years of relevant experience
	Master’s degree; prior judging experience

	High School
ISEF-eligible
	Master’s degree or ≥6 years of relevant experience
	PhD or terminal degree; prior judging experience



Judge Selection
· Judges are selected for their expertise, communication skills, and commitment to student learning
· Each project is evaluated by at least 2 qualified judges to ensure fairness and consistency
· Orientation will review rules, scoring criteria, and alignment with ISEF standards
· New judges may be paired with experienced mentors for guidance

Judge Expectations
· Uphold fairness, professionalism, and confidentiality
· Disclose any real or perceived conflicts of interest
· Avoid bias, harassment, or favoritism
· Provide constructive, age-appropriate feedback
· Maintain integrity by not sharing results or deliberations outside the judging process

Judge Responsibilities
· Review assigned projects before interviewing students
· Engage students with respectful, thoughtful questions
· Evaluate projects objectively using scoring criteria
· Offer clear, concise, and constructive feedback
· Recuse yourself if a conflict of interest arises
· Participate in deliberations when requested

Judge Ethics & Conduct
· Adhere to the fair’s ethics and confidentiality policies
· Do not judge projects by students you mentor, supervise, or are related to
· Treat all participants with respect and professionalism
· Contribute to a fair and balanced judging process through consistent, respectful conduct

Summary
By serving as a judge, you inspire curiosity, creativity, and confidence in the next generation of scientists and engineers. Your expertise and professionalism ensure that every student has a fair, positive, and inspiring experience. Thank you for your time, dedication, and support!
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