“Mighty in the Scriptures”
Acts 18:18-28, ESV

Introduction: As Paul initiates his third missionary journey, we are introduced to Apollos, a man described in part as “mighty in the Scriptures [NASB].” Oh, would to God, that each one of us would be so identified. Are you competent in the Scriptures? If so, praise God for each one who instructed you in God’s Word. If not, what will you do about it from this day forward?

The Trail/Path of this Text:

1). Paul Sets Sail for Syria, Desiring to Return to Antioch (v. 18-21)
2). Paul Concludes His Second Missionary Journey (v. 22-23).

3). Luke Introduces the Reader to Apollos (v. 24-28).


A Jew, native of Alexandria, who had come to Ephesus (v. 24).


An eloquent man, “competent in the Scriptures” (ESV); “mighty in the Scriptures” (NASB). v. 24

Was instructed in the way of the Lord. Fervent in spirit.


Spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus (v. 25).

THOUGH…he knew only the baptism of John. What does that mean? Apollos had learned from John the desperate need people have to repent from sin, but that is simply the first step. The whole message is to repent from sin and believe in Jesus Christ. Apollos did not know about Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.

Apollos spoke boldly in the synagogue. His message was incomplete. Priscilla and Aquila explained the “way of God” more accurately to him. Apollos’ theology was correct, just deficient.

The brothers encouraged him when he came into Achaia and vouched for him.

Apollos helped the new believers, even effectively refuting the Jews in public.

Apollos demonstrated by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus (v. 28).

Points of Application:

1. Every believer should have as his/her aim to be “mighty in the Scriptures.”

2. Do you have a teachable spirit? Though quite gifted, Apollos proved himself eager to learn.

3. Who are you helping to understand the Word of God, especially the gospel of Jesus Christ?

4. Would you pause a moment and thank God for those who have helped you understand the Bible?

