“A Timeless Word to Believers”
Acts 11:19-30, ESV
Introduction: Words matter. Some words are forgettable. Some words are memorable. Some words are for the moment. Some words are timeless. The early church was growing in number, expanding in territory, and facing present and future difficulties. The exceptional encourager, Barnabas, addressed the believers in Antioch (where the disciples of Jesus were first called Christians) and his words rang true then and NOW. Today, we lean forward and listen carefully to these words asking the Spirit to help us apply them to our lives and our times.

The essence of Barnabas’ exhortation was “Stay faithful!” (v. 23-24). What prompted these words of Barnabas?
· A thrilling report made its way back to headquarters [Jerusalem] (v. 21).

· Barnabas was dispatched by the leadership in Jerusalem to Antioch (v. 22).

· He saw the grace of God (v. 23).

· He was glad (v. 23).

· He exhorted them to “remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose” (v. 23).
Three Key Ideas:

1). Stay Faithful by Resisting a Godless Culture (v. 19-21). 

Antioch was an important city. Paul used this city as his home base during his missionary journeys.

Antioch was an important commercial center. Antioch was home to significant moral laxity.

Antioch was the center of several pagan cults which promoted sexual immorality and other deviant behaviors.

DO NOT BECOME WHAT SURROUNDS YOU CULTURALLY. BE COUNTER-CULTURE! That is the mission.

2). Stay Faithful by Staying Close to Christ (v. 23).
Antioch was so corrupt that it has been said that it was impacting Rome, more than 1,300 miles away.

How do you function as a disciple in such a depraved place? STAY CLOSE TO CHRIST.

Still, a considerable number believed and turned to the Lord. 

WE GET INTO TROUBLE WHEN WE DRIFT FROM CHRIST. We stop reading the Bible regularly. We do not pray much. We become sporadic in our church attendance. We isolate ourselves from Christian friends. We start to think in weird ways. We become self-focused and self-absorbed. We start dabbling in sinful ways. We let trivial things become huge and we get our viewpoints out of proper perspective. 

3). Stay Faithful by Knowing Your Life Has Purpose (v. 23). 

Barnabas knew his purpose- to help the believers in Antioch be obedient and faithful to Christ.

Could he do this alone? NO. He went to Tarsus to find Saul (v. 25). Together, they labored in that work for a year (v. 26). They met with the church. They taught the Word of God. They modeled faithfulness and perseverance. Who better to labor among the Gentiles than Saul-appointed by Christ to be an apostle to the Gentiles! SAUL KNEW HIS PURPOSE. BARNABAS KNEW HIS PUROSE. Do you know your purpose?
