“Next Man Up”
Acts 1:12-26, NLT
Current Sermon Series: Acts
Introduction: The text before us today defines how the Apostles arrived at a replacement for Judas. Boring? Not really. How do we seek direction from the Lord? What can we learn from this episode in Acts?
Outline of the Text:

1. United in PRAYER (v. 12-14).
In verse 12 we see the obedience of the Apostles.

They went upstairs to a room where they were staying- a private place, conducive to prayer and listening (v. 13).

Names of the Apostles…(v. 13).

V. 14- They met together and were “constantly united in prayer…” (Others were with them-including Mary, several other women, and the brothers of Jesus).

What might happen in a church that is “united in prayer”?

2. United in PERSPECTIVE (v. 15-20).

In these verses we are provided a perspective on Judas’ ending.

Peter speaks, “The Scriptures had to be fulfilled concerning Judas…”

· Judas guided those who arrested Jesus (v. 16).

· This was a fulfillment of Scripture (v. 16).

· Christ chose Judas to engage in the ministry of the disciples.

· Intestines spilled out…place means “Field of Blood.” (v. 19).

· Judas is spending his eternity in hell (v. 20, affirmed in v. 25).

· Someone else must take his place (v. 20).

3. United in PERSONNEL (v. 21-26).

We must choose a replacement (v. 21).

From among those who were with us while traveling with Jesus (v. 21).

From His baptism until His ascension (v. 22).

Responsibility: to bear witness of Jesus’ resurrection (v. 22).

Nominated two men: Joseph/Barsabbas and Matthias (v. 23).

They prayed (v. 24-25).

Cast lots (Proverbs 16:33); Matthias was selected to become an apostle (v. 26).
Key Takeaways:
1. How do you ascertain the will, the direction of God? (Starts with a simple prayer…”Show us…” [v. 24]
2. Consistent obedience gives aid in seeking and determining the direction of God.

3. Prayer is an essential discipline in knowing and doing the will of God.

4. Reading the Bible is the most reliable way to know the direction of God.

5. It is POSSIBLE for God to reveal His intent through unorthodox ways, but not commonplace.
