“Must Ye Be Baptized to Be Saved?”
Acts 2:34-39, ESV
Introduction: The text before us today is the essence of the Good News. Peter calls on his hearers to repent. To be certain, there is no conversion without repentance. A key question arises from a cursory reading of this text: Must ye be baptized to be saved? The short answer is, “No!” How, then, are we saved? What does this text teach about biblical salvation? Biblically, what is the place and importance of baptism? 

Key Ideas:

1). Salvation, Ultimately, Is of the Lord (v. 39).


Who saves? God or You? 

The Bible affirms that salvation is of the Lord. It is God who calls the sinner to Himself (Jonah 2:9; Jn. 6:37; Jn. 6:44; Romans 9:14-16; 1 Cor. 1:9; Eph. 1:3-14; 2 Tim. 1:9; Jn. 3:15-17).

2). Salvation, Individually, Demands Repentance (v. 37-38).


Peter’s message hit its mark- their hearts- and they responded (v. 37).

What must we do?



Repent- means to have a change of mind and purpose



Be baptized-Acts 2:38 should not be used to teach salvation by baptism.



Baptism with water is the expected outward symbol of conversion.



Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit
3). Salvation, Exclusively, Is in the Crucified and Resurrected Lord and Christ (v. 34-36).

The resurrection and exaltation of Christ provides evidence that overwhelmingly points to Jesus as the Messiah.

You MUST put your faith in Jesus alone to be saved.

Application:


What will you do now that you have heard the gospel?
