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A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF ESTHER

When God Seems Silent - Week 6
“How to Ruin a Reversal”

Esther 5:9-14 (NIV)

Haman went out that day happy and in high spirits. But when he saw Mordecai at the king’s gate
and observed that he neither rose nor showed fear in his presence, he was filled with rage against
Mordecai.’® Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home.

Calling together his friends and Zeresh, his wife, " Haman boasted to them about his vast wealth,
his many sons, and all the ways the king had honored him and how he had elevated him above the
other nobles and officials. 2 “And that’s not all,” Haman added. “I'm the only person Queen Esther
invited to accompany the king to the banquet she gave. And she has invited me along with the king
tomorrow. 13 But all this gives me no satisfaction as long as | see that Jew Mordecai sitting at the
king’s gate.”

14 His wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Have a pole set up, reaching to a height of fifty
cubits, and ask the king in the morning to have Mordecai impaled on it. Then go with the king to
the banquet and enjoy yourself.” This suggestion delighted Haman, and he had the pole set up.

Esther 6:1-14 (NIV)

That night the king could not sleep; so he ordered the book of the chronicles, the record of his reign,
to be brought in and read to him. 2 It was found recorded there that Mordecai had exposed Bigthana
and Teresh, two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway, who had conspired to assassinate
King Xerxes.

3 “What honor and recognition has Mordecai received for this?” the king asked.

“Nothing has been done for him,” his attendants answered.

4 The king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just entered the outer court of the palace
to speak to the king about impaling Mordecai on the pole he had set up for him.

% His attendants answered, “Haman is standing in the court.”

“Bring him in,” the king ordered.

¢ When Haman entered, the king asked him, “What should be done for the man the king delights to
honor?”

Now Haman thought to himself, “Who is there that the king would rather honor than me?”7 So he
answered the king, “For the man the king delights to honor, & have them bring a royal robe the king
has worn and a horse the king has ridden, one with a royal crest placed on its head.? Then let the
robe and horse be entrusted to one of the king’s most noble princes. Let them robe the man the
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king delights to honor, and lead him on the horse through the city streets, proclaiming before him,
‘This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!””

10 “Go at once,” the king commanded Haman. “Get the robe and the horse and do just as you have
suggested for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king’s gate. Do not neglect anything you have
recommended.”

11 So Haman got the robe and the horse. He robed Mordecai, and led him on horseback through
the city streets, proclaiming before him, “This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!”
12 Afterward Mordecai returned to the king’s gate. But Haman rushed home, with his head
covered in grief, 13 and told Zeresh his wife and all his friends everything that had happened to him.
His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, “Since Mordecai, before whom your downfall has
started, is of Jewish origin, you cannot stand against him—you will surely come to ruin!” '# While
they were still talking with him, the king’s eunuchs arrived and hurried Haman away to the
banquet Esther had prepared.

Esther 7:1-10 (NIV)

So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s banquet, 2 and as they were drinking wine on the
second day, the king again asked, “Queen Esther, what is your petition? It will be given you. What
is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.”

3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If | have found favor with you, Your Majesty, and if it pleases you,
grant me my life—this is my petition. And spare my people—this is my request. 4 For | and my
people have been sold to be destroyed, killed and annihilated. If we had merely been sold as male
and female slaves, | would have kept quiet, because no such distress would justify disturbing the
king.”

5King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is he—the man who has dared to do such
a thing?”

6 Esther said, “An adversary and enemy! This vile Haman!”

Then Haman was terrified before the king and queen. 7 The king got up in a rage, left his wine and
went out into the palace garden. But Haman, realizing that the king had already decided his
fate, stayed behind to beg Queen Esther for his life.

8 Just as the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet hall, Haman was falling on the
couch where Esther was reclining.

The king exclaimed, “Will he even molest the queen while she is with me in the house?”

As soon as the word left the king’s mouth, they covered Haman'’s face.® Then Harbona, one of the
eunuchs attending the king, said, “A pole reaching to a height of fifty cubits stands by Haman’s
house. He had it set up for Mordecai, who spoke up to help the king.”

The king said, “Impale him on it!” 19 So they impaled Haman on the polehe had set up for
Mordecai. Then the king’s fury subsided.

How to Ruin Your Reversal:
1. Run

e Reversals are for those willing to stay at their post.



Galatians 6:9 (NIV)
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not
give up.

e God’s providence often works through quiet obedience rather than dramatic
miracles.

e When it looks like the story is over, God is often writing the reversal.
2. Rushiit

Reversals are for those who don’t move until He does.

If you are wondering if the time is right, it's probably not.

Waiting is not passive.

Gods future reward will be better, so praise Him now.
3. Retaliate

Romans 12:19 (NIV)
Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to
avenge; | will repay,” says the Lord.

e If you keep trying to right every wrong, you might miss your reversal.
e Remember God’s reversals are beyond your wildest dreams.
Ephesians 3:20 (NIV)
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his

power that is at work within us,

Esther 7:10 (NIV)
So they impaled Haman on the pole he had set up for Mordecai. Then the king’s fury subsided.



