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A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF ESTHER

When God Seems Silent — Week 4
“Making a Splash During Your Dash”

Esther 4:1-17 (NIV)

When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth
and ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. 2 But he went only as far
as the king’s gate, because no one clothed in sackcloth was allowed to enter it. 3 In every
province to which the edict and order of the king came, there was great mourning among
the Jews, with fasting, weeping and wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes.

4 When Esther’s eunuchs and female attendants came and told her about Mordecai, she
was in great distress. She sent clothes for him to put on instead of his sackcloth, but he
would not accept them. ° Then Esther summoned Hathak, one of the king’s eunuchs
assigned to attend her, and ordered him to find out what was troubling Mordecai and why.
6 So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king’s
gate. ” Mordecai told him everything that had happened to him, including the exact
amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction
of the Jews. 8 He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for their annihilation, which
had been published in Susa, to show to Esther and explain it to her, and he told him to
instruct her to go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her
people.

9 Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said.’® Then she instructed
him to say to Mordecai, 1" “All the king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces
know that for any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being
summoned the king has but one law: that they be put to death unless the king extends
the gold scepter to them and spares their lives. But thirty days have passed since | was
called to go to the king.”

2 \When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, '3 he sent back this answer: “Do not
think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 1 For
if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another
place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come
to your royal position for such a time as this?”



5 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in
Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. | and my attendants
will fast as you do. When this is done, | will go to the king, even though it is against the
law. And if | perish, | perish.”
17 So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions.
Making a Splash During Your Dash

1. Experience your “broken” point.

e Nothing happens until you’re broken.

e Sometimes the greatest evidence of God’s presence in your life is not your
peace, but your holy unrest.

e God will disturb you on purpose and into your purpose.

e Finding your “holy discontent” is the key to making a splash with your
dash.

2. Enlist the supernatural.

Fasting: Sacrificing the physical and expecting the supernatural.

e Prayer is where courage and commitment are born.

e Prayer makes the impossible possible.

3. Embrace your purpose.
e Realize your position isn’t about your comfort, but your calling.
e (God’s providence always goes with our personal responsibility.

e Those who make a splash use their SHAPE for God'’s glory.



4. Engage risk.
e All of life is a series of risk, so risk for what matters.

e Spiritual growth is not merely measured by the things we don’t do, but by
courageously joining God in what He has called us to do.

e Compromise is life’s greatest risk.

Count the Cost of Compromise:
e Your fate will be like the rest of the crowd.
e God will replace you with someone else.
¢ You could lose more than opportunity.
e You could miss out on your mission in life.

Hebrews 4:16 (NIV)

Let us then approach God'’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.



