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SILHEN 0D SEEMS S

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF ESTHER

When God Seems Silent — Week 3
“Remaining Faithful When You Feel Forgotten”

Esther 2:21-23 (NIV)

During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthana and Teresh, two of the
king’s officers who guarded the doorway, became angry and conspired to assassinate King
Xerxes.?2 But Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen Esther, who in turn reported
it to the king, giving credit to Mordecai.

23 And when the report was investigated and found to be true, the two officials were
impaled on poles. All this was recorded in the book of the annals in the presence of the king.

Esther 3:1 (NIV)
After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, elevating
him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other nobles.
Remaining Faithful When You Feel Forgotten:
1. Remember God’s past faithfulness.
Psalm 143:5 (NIV)
| remember the days of long ago, | meditate on all your works and consider what your hands
have done.

2. Repent of sin or reap the consequences.

e If we don’t repent it will return.



Romans 8:13 (NIV)
For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
misdeeds of the body, you will live.

Esther 3:2-5 (NIV)

All the royal officials at the king’s gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, for the king had
commanded this concerning him. But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor.

3 Then the royal officials at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s
command?” 4 Day after day they spoke to him but he refused to comply. Therefore they told
Haman about it to see whether Mordecai’s behavior would be tolerated, for he had told them
he was a Jew.

5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he was enraged.

3. Realize God is up to something far greater.

Esther 3:6-11 (NIV)

Yet having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the idea of killing only
Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a wayto destroy all Mordecai’s people, the
Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes.

7 In the twelfth year of King Xerxes, in the first month, the month of Nisan, the pur (that is,
the Ilot) was cast in the presence of Haman to select a day and month. And the lot fell on the
twelfth month, the month of Adar.

8 Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain people dispersed among the peoples
in all the provinces of your kingdom who keep themselves separate. Their customs are
different from those of all other people, and they do not obey the king’s laws; it is not in the
king’s best interest to tolerate them. ° If it pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy
them, and | will give ten thousand talents of silver to the king’s administrators for the royal
treasury.”

10 So the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to Haman son of Hammedatha,
the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. " “Keep the money,” the king said to Haman, “and do
with the people as you please.”



